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CITY OF ALBANY 

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

City Hall, Santiam Room 

333 Broadalbin SW 

Monday, August 6, 2012 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Commission Members Present: Chuck Kratch, Irene Coburn, Terry Crook 

Commission Members Absent: Greg Hamann (excused); Robert Fox (unexcused) 

Staff Present: Ronald G. Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst; Jeff Woodward, P.E., 

Civil Engineer II; Irene Mann, PW Executive Assistant 

Others Present: Nicole Charlson (ODOT, Department of Transportation, Traffic Safety 

Coordinator), OHSU Student 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Kratch called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of the June 4, 2012, meeting were approved 3-0, with the change noted that Irene Coburn’s absence was an 

excused absence.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Welcome: New commissioner, Terry Crook  

Kratch (TSC Chair) welcomed Terry Crook, who introduced himself and provided some personal background 

information.  All those in attendance also introduced themselves. 

E-mail Request for Meeting Attendance 

To insure there is a quorum for meetings, staff will send out an email with the agenda and minutes and ask for a 

response from the Commission members. 

North Albany Road Planned Improvements: Railroad to Quarry Road 

Irish distributed a map of North Albany (NA) Road.  He said that the project will reconstruct North Albany Road 

from north of Quarry Road to the railroad tracks, including a new center turn lane, curb and gutter, sidewalks and 

storm drainage.  Also included in this project are a new pedestrian bridge and the realignment of West Thornton 

Lake Drive with the traffic signal at North Albany Middle School. 

He added that he would bring the design of the west side of Quarry Road to the roundabout, back to the 

Commission for their comments.  He will be discussing whether the Commission feels the benefit is worth the 

investment and the environmental impact.  The design will be during FY 12-13 and the construction during 2013 or 

2014. 

Irish said that the Benton County Road Fund is cash poor and Benton County can only offer the City in-kind 

services (striping, slurry seal, ditch maintenance, etc.). 

Kratch asked about some erosion on Quarry Road and asked who was responsible for that road?  Irish responded 

that it was the County’s responsibility. 

Albany-Corvallis Multiuse Path   

Irish provided an update and said that approximately 155 grant applications were submitted and they had been 

narrowed down to 50.  Albany’s submission was in the top 50. The award would be contingent on the County and 
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the City of Albany agreeing on the alignment of the path.  The City has matching funds available and the path is in 

the City limits.  Irish asked for the Commission’s input, and added that it would not be a staff decision.  The 

Commission felt the configuration should make the most sense on how the path would be used.  Irish asked the 

Commission to email their pros and cons for each path suggestion to him. 

 NEW BUSINESS 

Nicole Charlson provided some background on herself regarding her experience and her experience with crash data 

analysis.  She said that crashes in Oregon had dropped while crashes in the United States had risen.  She said that 

seat belt use was at 98%, but car seat use and bicyclists wearing bike helmets continued to be a problem.  She 

added she appreciated the safety focus in Albany. 

 

She said her emphasis as the ODOT Traffic Safety Coordinator is to look at safety corridors in Region 2. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting has been scheduled for October 1, 2012, at 10:00 a.m., in the Periwinkle Room. 

Irish asked the Commissioners to bring ideas for future discussion topics to the October meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:17 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Irene Mann, PW Executive Assistant 


