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CITY OF ALBANY 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

City Council chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street 

Monday, November 18, 2013 

12:00 p.m. 

 

              MINUTES 

Community Development Commissioners Present: Sharon Konopa; Ray Kopczynski; Wanda Kinney; Iris Carrasco; 

Tara Dixson; Cortney Hall; Terry Knoll; Danon Kroessin; Joann 

Zimmer; Javier Cervantes 

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Lead Long Range Planner; Edene Rice, 

Administrative Assistant; Ed Hodney, Director of Parks and 

Recreation 

Others present:  Jenny Wells-Whitney (Community Services Consortium) 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Zimmer called the meeting of the Community Development Commission (CDC) meeting to order at 12:02 PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. October21, 2013 Community Development Commission 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to approve the minutes with corrections.  Kroessin seconded it.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

Ed Hodney, Director of Parks and Recreation for the City of Albany handed out a tentative schedule for Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) funded park projects (Attachment A). He addressed the Community Development 

Commission (CDC) regarding the needs for the Periwinkle Creek Path Replacement and Sunrise Park Playground 

Replacement projects.    

Hodney explained the Periwinkle path project will replace roughly 1,500 lineal feet of path starting at Kinder Park and 

heading south.   

Hodney noted that the Sunrise park concept work has to be done before applying for State grants. The initial concept is to 

locate facilities on the north end of the park near the school. Community input will be a valuable part of the process of 

updating the park and coming up with a preferred design. Cervantes suggested holding the meeting in the neighborhood 

and noted the need for bilingual notices and having an interpreter at the community meetings.  Konopa noted that the 

current park designs are not up to today’s standards or needs and so input is important. 

Other suggestions for Sunrise included good and safe connectivity for those without cars, bathrooms, and soccer fields.  

Hodney thanked the Commission and will be looking forward to the projects. 

CDBG PROGRAM TIMELINE 

Catlin then turned to Attachment A of the agenda packet and explained the timeline tries to show the need to plan now for 

next year’s needs. The Commission needs to be thinking ahead and looking at what needs done within certain timeframes. 
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PUBLIC SERVICES FUNDING 

Catlin said that the public services subcommittee had met and reviewed the eligible activities, applicant evaluation 

criteria, and discussed the training and support needs to ensure success for the applicants. She referred to agenda 

Attachment B, a draft Request for Applications. 

Discussion turned to application criteria.  Kopczynski inquired if an organization applies for a new project and does not 

have prior experience in this type of federal funding will this exclude them from being considered.  Catlin responded with 

no, as long as the organization is familiar with what they are proposing.  

Konopa noted that alcohol/substance abuse needs added under Eligible Services and Activities. 

Catlin noted public service applications will be reviewed by the Commission in February 2014 and forward 

recommendations to the City Council for review and approval in March 2014. Kopczynski asked Catlin if she had 

received any inquiries yet and Catlin said that there has been some interest. Kopczynski then raised the questions if 

applicants will be monitored once funding is received and Catlin said that yes, reports will be due monthly and on site 

visits will be made at least once every six months. 

Motion: Knoll made a motion to accept the public services eligible activities and application scoring criteria as modified. 

Kinney seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

HOUSING REHABILITATION LOAN PROGRAM 

 

Catlin summarized the program details: 

  

a. $60,000 available for housing rehabilitation for both owner-occupied and renter-occupied dwellings  

b. Income eligibility: 50% or less median wage criteria, although the greatest need is for households earning 30% or 

less  

c. Target funding: hold neighborhood meetings in specific neighborhoods to bring awareness of the funds available 

 

Catlin asked for clarification of the income eligibility for the Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program for rental-occupied 

properties –30% of area median or 50%.  After some discussion, the Commission agreed that the loan program be 

available to units renting to persons earning less than 50% to ensure the funds are spent, but to encourage those renting to 

households  earning 30% or less of area median income to apply. 

 

Catlin noted that the rehabilitation loans for rental properties will require an equal match.  She suggested marketing the 

rental rehabilitation program to apartments near Sunrise Park. 

 

Sustainability policies were suggested, such as requiring a percentage of the project or loan to be spent on non-toxic and 

sustainable materials, for example. After some discussion, Catlin said she would draft some sustainability policies for 

consideration. 

 

ESSENTIAL REPAIRS GRANT PROGRAM 

 

Catlin asked for approval of the Essential Repairs Grant Amounts: 

a. $2,000 grant for repairs or if needed up to $4,000.   

 

Motion: Kinney motioned, and Carrasco seconded, to approve the housing rehabilitation loan and grant program details as 

presented.  

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND HOMELESS HOUSING FUNDS 
 

Catlin stated that economic development program funding will be discussed at the December meeting so that 

representatives from Linn Benton Community College and other agencies can attend.  
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Cervantes asked what data shows the impact of existing small businesses and job creation in Albany, and data regarding 

minority-owned businesses and their impact; can funding be dedicated for research to provide accurate date on this.  

Catlin responded that yes CDBG money can be applied towards Economic Development research and could be a sub 

category for the Economic Development Plan discussion. 

 

Regarding funding for homeless housing, Catlin asked for input on how these funds should be allocated, loans or grants? 

Zimmer suggested loans that do not have immediate payments, or a combination of grants and loans depending on the 

project’s funding sources and partnerships.  The evaluation criteria could help determine whether the agency would 

receive a grant.  Catlin noted the need to determine what the needs are for homeless related housing and if any projects 

will be ready to start in the next year. A letter of intent was also suggested. 

 

FAIR HOUSING ASSESSMENT AND PLAN 

Catlin explained that the city has to conduct an Analysis of Impediment to Fair Housing, which is due to HUD by April 

15, 2014.  Prior to this date a public outreach needs done and the Commission agreed that it must be a bilingual outreach.   

Carrasco suggested that the public outreach meetings not be held at City Hall, but in a community neutral setting with 

child care provided and with at least one interpreter. Catlin suggested Sunrise school. 

Catlin asked for a subcommittee to help with this need because of all the State and Federal housing regulations, Cortney 

Hall and Jo Zimmer both agreed to be on the subcommittee. 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  December 16, 2013 

ADJOURNMENT:  Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

Submitted by      Reviewed by 

 

Edene Rice      Anne Catlin       

Administrative Assistant    Planner III 
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