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CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Municipal Court Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, May 1, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 

 

                MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Oscar Hult, Jessica Pankratz, Larry Preston, Camron Settlemier, 

Jolene Thomson 

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Lead Long Range Planner; Mary Gaeta, Senior Code 

Compliance Inspector 

Others present: none 

 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:01 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

April 3, 2013 Minutes:  Camron Settlemier noted that a word was missing from the document and requested 

correction of the error.  Commissioners reviewed that section and agreed.  Jessica Pankratz moved to approve the 

April 3, 2012 minutes with the correction. Larry Preston seconded the motion.    The motion passed unanimously.  

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING: HI-04-13, 620 Fourth Avenue SW  

Hult called the quasi-judicial public hearing on HI-04-13 to order at 6:03 p.m.  

This request is to replace the front stairs and handrail on the house at 620 Fourth Ave SW as described in the 

application and staff report for planning file HI-04-13. 

Declarations:  Pankratz viewed the property when it was on the market years ago.  

Staff Report  

Planner Anne Catlin summarized the written staff report and shared the review criteria applicable for this request.  

The subject house is a c.1915 Transitional “Box” style house with Craftsman elements. Decorative features include 

Tuscan columns, second story porch with Tuscan columns, three hipped roof dormers and exposed rafters.  

Exterior alterations over time include a front door that was moved to the right side of the house and the porch steps 

and railing. The house was divided into apartments several decades ago. 

 

The proposed alteration is to replace the deteriorated front concrete stairs with wood stairs, finished with matching 

shingles. A new 38-inch handrail and grab bar is proposed and designed to be more in compliance with current 

building codes.  The new stairs will not remove or alter any historic features, and the proposed exterior alteration 

satisfies the review criteria and the applicable Secretary of Interior’s Standards without need for conditions. 
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Staff recommended approval as submitted. 

 

Applicant Testimony:   None 

Audience Testimony:   None 

Hult closed the public hearing at 6:07 p.m. 

Commission Discussion  

Commissioners discussed the possible age of the current concrete steps.  The age is hard to determine, but the 

deterioration likely indicates that it was either not well-done or was made using substandard concrete.  Catlin 

reminded Commissioners that the stairs, as proposed, are appropriate to what was constructed during that time, and 

most stairs of the period were wood. 

Commission Action 

Settlemier made a motion for approval as submitted and described in the staff report. Pankratz seconded. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING: HI-05-13, 915 Walnut Street SW 

Hult called the quasi-judicial public hearing on HI-05-13 to order at 6:09 p.m.  

This request is for a 9-foot addition to an enclosed porch on the north side of the house at 915 Walnut St SW as 

described in the application and staff report for planning file HI-05-13.  

Declarations:  Settlemier knows the contractor but has not discussed the case with him. 

Staff Report  

Catlin summarized the written staff report and shared the review criteria applicable for this request.  

The subject house is a c.1915 Bungalow. Decorative features include leaded glass, a half-width recessed front porch 

with tapered box posts on a closed rail, exposed rafter tails, bargeboard and carved brackets. Exterior alterations 

over time include enclosing the side porch at the back of the house. 

 

The request is to extend the back porch/sunroom approximately 9 feet towards the north side of the property. The 

addition will add two windows to match the existing windows on the north side of the porch. Current plywood door 

facing Walnut Street will be replaced by the door currently used as the side door.   

 

The proposed expansion will be in the back, and Catlin noted location the scale of the expansion will not be readily 

noticeable, and it will still meet setbacks.  Existing materials will be used where possible and duplicated when 

necessary. The stairs will be wood, and the handrail will match the existing handrail on the side and front porch. 

 

In summary, the scale as well as the location of the proposed porch addition on the side and at the back of the house 

is in keeping with the small scale and size of the bungalow.  The project will not affect the character-defining 

features of the bungalow, many of which are at the front of the house. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the application as submitted. 
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Applicant Testimony:  None 

Audience Testimony:  Catlin submitted an emailed question from a neighbor into the record.  The neighbor had 

questions about the application based on information mailed out with the notice of public hearing.  Catlin sent her a 

new drawing that better represented the project (the drawing was included in the agenda packet) and clarified to her 

that the planned stairs were not to be concrete but rather wood stairs on a concrete footing. 

 

Hult closed the public hearing at 6:17 p.m. 

Commission Discussion  

Settlemier stated he would normally consider a porch – even a back porch – to be a character-defining feature of a 

bungalow.  When a porch has previously been enclosed as this one was, is its contribution as a feature no longer 

relevant?  Preston responded that he thought what was being proposed will more closely match the original house 

and suggested continuing features such as drip caps present on the original house throughout the addition as they 

are architecturally appropriate features. 

Catlin noted that features such as the deep eaves and rafter tails will be extended and that the addition should be 

compatible.  When an addition is proposed, it should be in a location away from the front if possible, and the size 

should be in scale.  Preston emphasized that the contractor should be instructed to use the trim on the main house as 

a guide, not that on the modified porch. 

Hult asked about eliminating the long, narrow window so that they would all match.  Catlin replied that there was 

not enough room to do this, but the long window would not be very noticeable as it is right next to the house. 

Discussion followed regarding window sizes and structural challenges.  Catlin reminded commissioners that if the 

design needs to be changed due to cost or building requirements, the owner will have to come back for another 

approval.  What is to be approved now is whether the current proposal meets the Code standards.   

Pankratz and Preston requested that discussion points regarding the windows and trim be offered as suggestions, 

not conditions. 

Commission Action 

Pankratz made a motion for approval as submitted and described in the staff report. Preston seconded. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR HISTORIC PROPERTIES DISCUSSION 

With two commissioners not present at this meeting, it was decided to postpone this discussion and further 

development code discussions until a future meeting. 

PRESERVATION MONTH UPDATES 

Catlin asked commissioners what kind of handouts should be included at the LAC table during the Wine Walk on 

May 3rd.  There is an energy-savings guide made for historic home owners (but can apply to anyone) that could be 

included.  Also, there is a list of most frequently–asked questions that could be handed out and also used as a 

reference for commissioners.  Either the newsletter or the one-page list of Preservation Month activities would be 

nice as well as walking tour information.  The “Albany Preserves” banner will be on display at the table.   

Pankratz and Preston asked if a list of rehab projects that received funds could be included so people can learn what 

type of projects get funded.  Catlin had a display board like this last year which no longer exists, and she doesn’t 

know if she will have time to create another one. Perhaps information about LAC and benefits of being in the 

historic district could be combined into a handout or put on a board.  Settlemier found last year that having several 
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brochures with different subjects is helpful to cover people’s interests without overwhelming them with paper. 

Hult mentioned that the Downtown Association’s display will be up there as well. 

Catlin discussed hosting the table at the Farmers’ Market on the 18th.  Generally, not a lot of people stop by the 

table during the market, but doing projects while there (like working on windows) will draw in curious visitors.  

Preston mentioned that he had a big old window that could be used as a prop to grab attention and that it could be 

used to advertise the window workshop later that day. 

Other events for the month are all listed on the May event sheet.  If attendance is not good this year, look at 

changing things up for next year.  Hult stated that they have already had people call to ask about the tours.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Catlin had no responses to the request for proposals regarding the post WWII neighborhood research for Lehigh 

Acres.  She resent requests and clarified the nature of the program, the budget, etc.  So far, there has been one call 

in response. 

All ten residential rehabilitation grants are moving forward and contracts are in the process of being signed.  This 

can be featured on the boards as well as before and after pictures from previous years.  Preston commented that this 

is a very positive way to show people what the commission does, what kind of projects are being done, and how is 

benefits the neighborhoods. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next meeting of the LAC is scheduled for June 5, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 6:43 p.m. 

Submitted by      Reviewed by             

Signature on file     Signature on file      

Mary Gaeta      Anne Catlin 

Senior Code Compliance Inspector    Planner III 


