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CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, October 2, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 

 

              MINUTES 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Bill Ryals, Larry Preston, Dave Pinyerd, Jolene Thompson, Jessica 

Pankratz 

Landmarks Commissioners Excused: Camron Settlemier, Oscar Hult 

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Lead Long Range Planner; Edene Rice, Administrative 

Assistant; Kate Porsche, Economic Development Director 

Others present: None 

CALL TO ORDER     

Planner Catlin called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:08 PM.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

September 4, 2013 Minutes: Commissioner Pankratz moved to approve the September 4, 2013 minutes as written. 

Commissioner Pinyerd seconded the motion.    The motion passed unanimously.  

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES 

Catlin introduced Kate Porsche, Director of Economic Development for the City of Albany attending on behalf of the 

Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) Advisory Board. Porsche distributed a table showing CARA’s proposed 

program budget [See agenda file; CARA Proposed Programs September 2013] and a brochure that outlined a proposal for 

the funding of residential rehabilitation projects through a CARA loan program. [See agenda file; Historic Home-Buyer 

Loan Program] This money would be designated for historic homeowners who are looking for ways of financing 

restoration projects.  Porsche said that CARA met with local real estate agents and mortgage lenders to make sure that 

efforts were not duplicated by other funding sources. She is seeking input from the Landmarks Advisory Commission 

(LAC) regarding the proposed loan program and other funding needs.   

Pankratz asked if applications could be submitted now, and about assistance for a new business in an historic building that 

needs updating. Porsche said yes applications could be submitted now and  that CARA is reaching out to current business 

owners for use of this money. For tonight’s purpose she wanted to go over the Historic Home Buyer Loan Program.   

Porsche summarized details of the loan program proposal, noting they were up for discussion:  

 Annual allocations of $70,000 to $80,000 for the program 

 Funding for homeowners to be available as needed, not competitive (ad hoc)   

 Home improvement loans for a minimum of $10,000 and maximum of $20,000 on homes purchased 

within the last year  

 Homes east of Lyon Street, built prior to 1946 

 Loan for 20% of project costs, 80% private match by the homeowner 

 Target is projects with a cost range of $50,000 to $80,000  

 Easily attainable loans with interest-only payments 

 A $500 fee, with a low interest rate (roughly 4 % today) 

The group discussed these proposals. 
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Catlin said she is unsure how much money will be available from the State Historic Preservation Office for the small grant 

program, noting the city received $14,000 for two years during the last award  She suggested that some of the CARA 

funding be added to the SHPO grant funding to supplement those funds.  This would allow for slightly larger grant award 

that would help homeowners who are in need of more than just a few thousand dollars worth of improvements but not 

able to, or wanting to, take a CARA loan for $10,000. 

The LAC discussed the following additional program requirements: 

 Significant exterior improvements 

 Structural improvements needed to save the building 

 No deferred maintenance, must be on permanent structure improvement 

 Painting would be eligible 

 Not to be used for interior remodeling 

Porsche wrapped her portion of the meeting by saying that she will take what was discussed back to CARA and put 

together some information on a grant program for the next LAC meeting. 

ARTICLE 7 REVIEW 

The meeting continued with Catlin discussing Article 7 amendments. She noted that the preservation movement dates 

back to the 1970’s.  She suggested a two-step process for updating Article 7. The first phase would include amendments 

that clarify the review criteria to reduce the processing level. They would not be major policy decisions or include 

changes that warrant public input.   The notice regarding the first phase of amendments could start the public input 

process for the second phase. 

Pankratz asked if loan, grant and other funding information could be attached to a historic home so when it is marketed 

and sold the information is available to the realtor and new prospective buyers.  Catlin said that when she looked into 

something like this about 10 years ago it was expensive and labor intensive.  However, she said a lien program used by 

the City of Salem is working well and may work for Albany.  A no cost lien is placed on the property that serves as a 

notice to the new homeowner to contact the City regarding the historical building.  Catlin did not get a favorable response 

from the City Attorney about this idea initially, but will bring it back up. 

OTHER BUSINESS   

The LAC scheduled a neighborhood meeting for Lehigh acres to see if they want to become a historic district for 

November 5, 2013 at the Main Library. 

Historic homes are needed for the 2013 Christmas tour. 

The Certified Local Government meeting will be on October 8, 2013 in Dayton, Oregon. 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2013 

ADJOURNMENT:  Catlin adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:50 p.m. 
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Edene Rice      Anne Catlin       

Administrative Assistant    Planner III 


