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CITY OF ALBANY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
City Hall Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street 

Monday, May 5, 2014 
5:15 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Planning Commissioners present: Roger Phillips, Dala Rouse, Larry Tomlin, Cordell Post, Daniel Sullivan, 

Sue Goodman and 1 Vacancy 
 
Planning Commissioners excused: Kristin Richardson, Danon Kroessin 
 
Staff present: David Martineau, Lead Planner; Mark W. Shepard, P.E., Public Works 

Director and Community Development Director; Edene Rice, 
Administrative Assistant; Mike Trabue, Fire Marshal 

 
Others present: 10 others in the audience  
  
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Tomlin called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:   

a. January 6, 2014 Planning Commission Hearing  
b. January 27, 2014 Planning Commission Hearing 

 
MOTION:   
Commissioner Post moved to approve the January 6, 2014 minutes as corrected.  Vice Chair Rouse seconded it.  
Motion passed 6-0 (2 Commissioners absent, 1 Vacancy).  Correction was noted on page 3, last paragraph to 
correct the spelling from due to do. 
Commissioners Post moved to approve the January 27, 2014 minutes as written.  Chair Tomlin seconded it.  Motion 
passed 6-0 (2 Commissioners absent, 1 Vacancy). 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Chair Tomlin called the hearing to order at 5:19 p.m. 
 
QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING: PD-01-14 - A Major Modification to an approved Interim 
Planned Development (Type III process). 
 
DECLARATIONS:  Chair Tomlin recused himself because of an economic conflict of interest.  Vice Chair Rouse 
will continue the meeting.  Commissioner Phillips made a site visit. 
 
Director Shepard summarized the meeting procedures.   
 
STAFF REPORT:   
The Staff Report was presented by David Martineau, Lead Current Planner. 
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COMMISSIONER QUESTIONS ON STAFF REPORT: 
There were no questions for Planner Martineau.  Vice Chair Rouse asked the Fire Marshal if any construction 
between railroad tracks and the river would have to have sprinkler systems.  He said that yes, potentially, but it was 
addressed in the Wheel House project.  A fire response could possibly be delayed if the train is crossing the tracks 
the fire trucks cannot get to the property.  Commissioner Phillips asked Fire Marshal Trabue if he was opposed to 
the change and he said he was not opposed, but the applicant needs to offer an option or a mitigation process. 
 
Vice Chair Rouse asked if the City is asking for improvements to be done now, and Planner Martineau confirmed 
yes, improvements should be done with the Water Avenue Streetscape Plan. 
 
TESTIMONY FOR/AGAINST/NEUTRAL:   
Applicant’s representative: Rich Catlin of Reece and Associates – reviewed the history of this project, pedestrian 
and vehicle crossing at Hill Street, and the railroad crossing at the intersection of Water Avenue.  A layout of 
changes and types of homes haven’t changed, just the narrow focus of the railroad crossing and layout of the lots 
for the first phase of construction.  They are willing to make safety improvements, although cars are already 
passing safely.  The decorative part is not needed for the intersection to function, but is part of the Streetscape Plan. 
 
Mr. Catlin then addressed comments from the Fire Marshal.  He would like to object to the revised conditions since 
they were not in the staff report and no findings were offered.  The developer did agree already to sprinklers in lieu 
of the safety concern of trains stopping and keeping fire trucks from getting there.  No discussion for a variance has 
been had, if future development and changes would preclude the need for sprinklers.  The rights of way already 
exist for each of three blocks which are being viewed as one large project. 
 
Vice Chair Rouse asked Mr. Catlin to confirm if he believes it was procedurally wrong for the Fire Marshal to offer 
his statements at the hearing without prior notice, and Mr. Catlin confirmed he doesn’t believe the Commission 
could legally vote to modify the condition based on the Fire Marshal’s statements, and therefore Condition 1.4 
should remain as it stands now, as a previously negotiated condition.  Director Shepard said he believes that what 
the Fire Marshal is asking for is that the end of the final sentence of 1.4 be struck (referenced pg. 27 of the staff 
report).   
 
Dave Reece, of Reece and Associates 321 1st Ave. suite 3A offered testimony in favor of the application.  Mr. 
Reece noted that this particular development has had a partnership with the city with regards to the property and 
build-outs, as well as commitments that have taken months of time and are challenges.  The owner and developer 
have gone the extra mile that will enhance Albany and the challenge he faces is building homes at prevailing wage 
and then the additional cost of adding sprinklers to these homes of between $5,500 to $6,000 to each home.  
Although it was negotiated, the magnitude of the cost is significant.  He is also asking for relief also on the 
streetscape as a contribution to an already functioning intersection. 
 
Vice Chair Rouse asked if they are proposing the same type of streetscape as by the Wheel House.  Mr. Reece said 
yes, that is what the streetscape is asking for and that is why relief is being requested.  He described other 
modifications that are being included now and could be in the future that benefit the plan.  There is some 
conflicting information on the need for a water line, but the existing one is sufficient. 
 
Ron Irish, staff traffic engineer city of Albany, offered rebuttal testimony.  He is not sure how critical it is to 
modify the condition to strike the need for sprinklers if the railroad goes away in the future. 
 
Vice Chair Rouse finds that the crossing material is a little slippery.  Director Shepherd said that the street scape is 
being used for intersections and has not heard from the public that it’s slippery but if there is a problem the City can 
look at what material is being used. 
 
Vice Chair Rouse then asked Planner Martineau for clarification on what is being asked.  He responded that if the 
recommendation from staff is approved, then the streetscape plan would go as in the 2013 approval, and if the 
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applicant’s request is granted then a modification would have to be added.  The fire issue is that automatic sprinkler 
is required in homes if the train is active.  It was not analyzed in the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Phillips asked if the Madison street entrance would be done away with completely and if a fire truck 
could travel up Madison Street.  Mr. Irish that said funding would be the final factor.  To access federal funding for 
the automated rail crossing improvement, the City agreed to close several crossings, the original plan was to close 
Hill and open Madison, but now it’s to close Hill and open Madison.   Vice Chair Rouse asked if there could be an 
emergency crossing and Mr. Irish said no, to qualify for federal funding if a crossing is closed it is closed and 
barricaded for all types of crossing. 
 
Director Shepherd pointed out that City Council has previously approved the request of flipping the closing of Hill 
and Madison, and the Planning Commission cannot change that, so approving the recommendation as it stands 
would be in conformance with that plan. 
 
HEARING CLOSED: 6:12 p.m. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION DISCUSSION:  
Commissioner Phillips is concerned about the request from the Fire Marshal to the applicant.  Commissioner Post 
asked for clarification of Water Avenue streetscape.  Discussion took place about streetscape and what the applicant 
is asking to do. 
 
MOTION:   
Commissioner Post moved to approve with conditions with no changes to Condition 1.4.  Commissioner Sullivan 
seconded.  Vote was taken in favor, 6-0. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  May 19, 2014 – SD-01-14 (Columbus Street Subdivision) 
 
Director Shepherd provided an activity update. There will be a training session with the City Attorney on June 2, 
2014, at 5:30 p.m. with the Planning Commission, Landmarks Commission, and City Council on general land use 
planning. 
 
The Community Development Department budget will be presented to the Budget Commission tomorrow evening 
sometime after 6:30 p.m. 
 
The Community Development Department is in the process of recruiting for a planning manager for the 
Department, and hopes to have someone in place by early June. 
 
The Commission asked for an update on the Lowe’s project.  Lowes is supposed to get back to City Manager Wes 
Hare in June 2014.  Lowes will be subject to the liquidated damages in the contract.  No other tenant for the site has 
been identified or discussed since a different use on the site would require re-examining all other requirements. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Tomlin adjourned the meeting at 6:22 p.m. 
 
Submitted by      Reviewed by 
 
Signature on File     Signature on File 
 
Edene Rice      David Martineau 
Administrative Assistant     Planner 
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