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CITY OF ALBANY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

City Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Monday, November 17, 2014 

5:15 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Planning Commissioners present: Linsey Godwin, Roger Phillips, Kristin Richardson, Dala Rouse, Daniel 
Sullivan, Larry Tomlin, Cordell Post 

Planning Commissioners absent: Sue Goodman (excused), one vacancy 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; David Martineau, Lead Planner; Mark 
Shepard, Assistant City Manager/Public Works and Community 
Development Director; Sean Kidd, Deputy City Attorney; Rachel Kutschera, 
Administrative Assistant 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Tomlin called the meeting to order at 5:18 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
January 13, 2014 
MOTION: Commissioner Post moved to approve the January 13, 2014 minutes as stated.  Commissioner Rouse 
seconded.  The motion passed 6-0. 

 
October 6, 2014 
MOTION: Commissioner Post moved to approve the October 6, 2014 minutes as stated.  Commissioner Rouse 
seconded.  Chair Tomlin requested the spelling of his name be corrected on the page 5.  The motion passed 6-0 to 
approve the minutes with the correction. 

 
October 20, 2014 
MOTION: Commissioner Post moved to approve the October 20, 2014 minutes as stated.  Commissioner Rouse 
seconded.  Chair Tomlin requested that the case number and name be added (Stutzman Estates, SD-08-14).  The 
motion passed 7-0 (Commissioner Sullivan arrived late and voted with this motion) to approve the minutes with 
additional information added. 

 
QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING 

ZC-01-14, regarding the rezoning of two parcels from Industrial Park to Light Industrial.  The reason for the zone 
change request is to accommodate the expansion of a casting metals foundry. 
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Chair Tomlin opened the public hearing at 5:22 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission: 

Conflicts of Interest:  None 

Ex Parte Contacts:  None 

Site Visits:  Commissioner Sullivan drove by and saw nothing out of the ordinary. 

Abstain: None 

Hearing Procedures: 

Challenges from the public:  None 

Staff Report: 

Planner Martineau presented the staff report for ZC-01-14, a zone change of two parcels from Industrial Park to 
Light Industrial to accommodate a new casting metals foundry.  He handed out copies of his presentation (see 
agenda file).  

Questions from the Commission:  None 

Chair asked anyone to enter any exhibits and submit to recorder:  None 

Applicant’s Presentation:  

Jeff Schott, 835 NW 23rd Street, representing ATI Pacific Cast Technologies.  He noted that this is the first step in 
development of the site.  ATI intends to expand their facilities and is looking at a two-to-five-year timeframe for 
site development with 200 to 400 possible jobs created.  Future development will not replace the existing facility. 

Testimony in Support of the Application:   

Nate Levin, 2741 19th Street SE (business address); PO Box 4174, Salem, OR.  Represents the Nathan Levin 
Company, which does general property management and brokerage.  He received notification of the proposed 
zone change and his property is nearby.  He is delighted to see the proposed development.  The parcel proposed 
for the change has been empty for quite a few years and has been for sale several times.  ATI is a solid business in 
the Albany area, the proposed expansion is a real plus, and he is in favor of the development and zone change. 

Laurie Burnett, 2115 Ferry Street. She is not opposed to development.  Her concerns are more the impact it will 
have on other residences on Ferry Street, which is already a very busy street.  She is concerned that another large 
industrial facility on that street will increase the traffic problem considerably.  She asked if there will be any 
traffic changes to the area if development occurs. 

Chair Tomlin asked staff to respond to Ms. Burnett’s question.  Director Shepard said the street would not have 
slowing bumps installed since it is a local arterial street.  Planner Richardson commented that the question tonight 
was if the zoning was appropriate and that questions regarding traffic could be addressed when any development 
occurs.  If development is proposed and a site plan review or conditional use application is submitted, a notice of 
public hearing would go out at least 20 days before the hearing date.  The City Council will hear this zone change 
proposal also.  Ms. Burnett asked if homeowners would be notified again when that happens; she was the only 
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one of her neighbors who was notified.  Planner Martineau clarified that notices are between 10 and 20 days 
depending on the type of land use and if the Planning Commission and/or City Council will hear the proposal.  
The notice area is between 300-1000 feet surrounding the property.  Commissioner Rouse commented that the 
property was posted with notification as well.   

Testimony in Opposition to the Application:   

Bill Walsh, 126 Lyon Ct. SW.  His house is on the property line.  Over the last seven years he has seen filling take 
place on the property, and then three months ago they filled gravel to the sewer system and tore out a stand of 
trees.  He saw people working, forklifts in use and at night lights from the building that shine in his windows and 
turn on when something moves.  He would rather see the property be residential but there’s no reason for anyone 
to continue living there because the property will just house a big building.  If the proposed development goes 
through he will have to put his house on the market because his property taxes are going up while value is going 
down.  He also noted that Ferry Street is a two lane road and when trains come through Queen is backed up where 
trucks cannot get in.  If metal and heating industrial activities will be going on the people living there will smell 
that smoke when the wind blows.  There are also schools nearby. 

Chair Tomlin asked Mr. Walsh if he was aware that a plant could be built there right now without any changes in 
zoning.  Mr. Walsh said yes, and added that the wetlands next to his house no longer drain the way it used to since 
fill was added and overflows into the sewer system. 

Commissioner Rouse asked if the difference between the two zones, IP and LI, is that LI has to go 40 feet from a 
residential property whereas now they could build within 30 feet.  So changing the zone would be 10 feet further 
and buffer from the neighbors.  Planner Martineau confirmed they would have to screen and buffer from the 
residential area, as well as install storm drains at the time of development.  Director Shepard commented that 
storm drainage would likely connect to the east property line or split between Ferry and the east property line.  
Mr. Walsh confirmed that the lights and noise are from the existing facility; dumpsters and forklifts are moved 
and there is noise throughout the night.  He complained two years ago but there was a noise variance that was in 
compliance.   He doesn’t know if he should stay in his house or move.  

Chair Tomlin suggested he wait until development is proposed, as right now only a zone change is occurring.  
Commissioner Sullivan commented that no decision on building is being determined right now, only the property.    
Commissioner Phillips asked how long he lived there, and Mr. Walsh said eight years.  ATI was there when he 
moved in, but the view was different since there were large oak trees that have since been removed and a road 
from Ferry Street to Queen was added.  He noted that people come in with SUVs and motorcycles also.  Mr. 
Walsh would like the Commission to consider all those factors as well. 

Neutral Testimony:   

Eldon Garner, 2154 Lyon Street SW.  He has lived at this address since 2006.  He noted that the property in 
question has been filled in significantly.  He asked if the zone change would mean a change in noise levels would 
be allowed also and if corporate business would be allowed with the IP designation, and what kind of 
manufacturing would be included. 

Planner Martineau responded that the IP zone would allow manufacturing and production with the exception of 
outside storage, with a maximum building height of 50 feet.  Commissioner Rouse asked if the road Mr. Walsh 
referred to would then be in a buffer area and would have to be removed.  Planner Martineau said yes.  Mr. 
Garner asked if there was a height restriction in LI and if there would be a difference in decibels allowed, and 
Planner Martineau said no to both; sound is tied to development.  Odor or chemical standards must adhere to the 
same requirements. 

 3 



City of Albany – Planning Commission Minutes 
November 17, 2014 
 

Rebuttal Testimony from the Applicant:  

Mr. Schott said they will adhere to the buffer zone.  Usually they install a berm but the site infrastructure makes 
that difficult so they will work with the city as to how the buffer is constructed with the sewer drain in place there.   

Staff Response:  None 

Procedural questions: None  

Chair Tomlin closed the public hearing at 6:07 p.m. 

Discussion and Decision: 

Commissioner Rouse asked Martineau if there were requirements for light shining off of someone else’s property.  
He said yes and can check if this particular issue was ever reported before and the Planning Department would be 
happy to work with anyone who has an issue with light.   

Commissioner Philips commented that off-road vehicle users are using the property and Planner Martineau said 
the owners would now be aware of that since they were in there.  Chair Tomlin suggested that anyone seeing 
after-hours activity or bright lights on the new gravel road should report it to the Planning Department.  Mr. 
Walsh said he has called the police and has seen people dropping off animals there as well. 

MOTION 

Commissioner Post moved that the Commission approve the proposed change. Commissioner Rouse seconded. 
There was no discussion and the motion passed 7-0. 

ACTIVITY UPDATE 

City Council will hold a public hearing on this proposal on December 3, 2014.  

No decisions or activity from Lowe’s has been filed. 

NEXT PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING DATE 

Tentatively on Monday, December 15, 2014. Planner Richardson is waiting on information to determine if the 
application is complete.   

ADJOURN 

Hearing no further business, Chair Tomlin adjourned the meeting at 6:12 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on File Signature on File 
 
 
Rachel Kutschera David Martineau 
Administrative Assistant Lead Current Planner 
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