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CITY OF ALBANY 

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

City Hall, Santiam Room 

333 Broadalbin SW 

Monday, August 4, 2014 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 Commission Members Present: Terry Crook, Ron Green, Chuck Kratch, Anne Taleff (arrived 10:55 a.m.) 

Commission Members Absent:  None (Peggy Kroessin has resigned) 

Staff Present: Ronald G. Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst; Chris Cerklewski, Civil 

Engineer III; Irene Mann, PW Executive Assistant 

Others Present: None 

CALL TO ORDER 

Crook called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Green and seconded by Kratch to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2014, meeting.  The 

motion passed 3-0.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Kratch asked for an update on the Lowes’s store being built in Albany.  Irish said that Lowe’s would not be built by 

the end of 2014.  They have made a request to build a store approximately 30% smaller than originally submitted 

(originally 150,000 square feet to a new proposal of overall 95,000 square feet); it would be built in the summer of 

2015; and they requested not to have any liquidated damages assessed to them.  Irish said the request would be 

going to the City Council late in August.  Irish said the overall effect to the City would be an overbuild on Oak 

Street (a smaller store equates to fewer car trips), fewer employees needed for a smaller store, and less property tax 

paid to the City in the future.  He added that Lowe’s owns the land and the property is zoned commercial. 

Crook asked whether the traffic would increase from Oak to Queen with the new apartments being built.  Irish said 

the City might prohibit left turns onto Queen, but in five years would have some history from the apartments and 

Lowe’s and could install a signal on Oak/Queen but it would double the volume of cars at that intersection.   

Irish discussed three options for a change to the intersection on Lyons and First but said he would also be taking the 

options to the Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission at their next meeting.  Kratch indicated he would like to 

take it to the City Council now, and let the City Council choose their option priority. 

Irish said the roundabout was on schedule and should be completed by the beginning of September.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Chris Cerklewski (Albany Civil Engineer III) discussed the proposed changes for North Albany next summer.  The 

project will include detours from mid-June to Labor Day.  The project includes approximately 3,000 linear feet 

of full street reconstruction on North Albany Road from the Portland & Western  Railroad tracks to 

approximately 500 feet north of Quarry Road, including curbs, sidewalks, and storm drain; approximately 

550 linear feet of new street construction on West Thornton Lake Drive west of North Albany Road; 

construction of a new bridge over Thornton Lake; and modification of an existing traffic signal. 
 

Lehigh Way and 16
th  

Avenue – There was discussion about the detour on Center Street when it was repaved this 

summer.  The neighborhood contacted the City about the limited sight distance due to the curves.  The TSC voted 

to leave the 3-way stop to help with the sight distance issue.  The speed bumps on Center Street moved the traffic to 

Lehigh and then the speed increased on Lehigh. 
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OTHER COMMENTS 

Kratch inquired about the railroad moving to Millersburg.  Irish responded and said all the improvements are 

completed and railroad just needs to finish its ‘punch list’.  The switch should be occurring in the near future.   

Taleff apologized for her late arrival.  She also discussed the need for ‘Deer Crossing’ signs near Thornton Lake.   

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting has been scheduled for October 6, 2014, at 10:00 a.m., in the Periwinkle Room. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:22 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Irene Mann, PW Executive Assistant 


