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CITY OF ALBANY 

ARTS COMMISSION 
Calapooia Room, Albany City Hall 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
3:30 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Commission members present: Melissa Babcock Saylor (Chair), Linda Herd, Rinee Merritt, 

Scott Lawley 
 
Commission members absent:  Chuck Leland, Lynn Whitacre 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director; Debbie Little, 

Administrative Services Coordinator 
 
Guest present: None 
  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.  
  

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

MOTION:  Linda Herd moved to approve the January 13, 2015 minutes as presented.  Scott Lawley 
seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0. 
 

3. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC   

None  
 
4. ACTION ITEMS 

a. Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

New officers, tabled until next meeting. 
 

5. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. New Commission Members 

Rinee Merritt and Scott Lawley were introduced, and provided some background information to 
the Commission.  

 
b. Retreat 

Melissa Babcock Saylor gave a brief overview of past retreats, and the reasoning behind holding 
one.  
The retreat will be held on May 26, 2015, 3:30 – 7:00p.m. Location TBD. 

ACTION ITEMS: 
• Ed will send out an e-mail soliciting agenda items and possible invitees. 
• Melissa will contact John Boock regarding the use of his loft on 1st.  

 
6. EXHIBITS 

Mio Streitberger submitted an application to display in City Hall. The Commission reviewed the 
application and art sample submission. 
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MOTION:  Linda Herd moved to accept Mio Streitberger to display in City Hall. Rinee Merritt 
seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0.  
 
The display policy and application process were reviewed for the new Commissioners. Linda 
suggested a display of musical instruments, maybe a performance. Lawley agreed to assist in 
exploring the idea further. Brief discussion followed. 
 

7. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 

The current display artist would like to hold a reception before the end of the month. Ed noted that the 
artist would be responsible for invitations, food, and a staff member would need to be present. The 
artist will need to contact Ed to coordinate.  
 
Linda is on the committee for Procession of Species Parade coordinated by the Albany Downtown 
Association. This is a free community event that brings people together to honor and respect each 
other and the natural world through art, music, and dance. The Arts Commission has been invited to 
participate. The parade is April 25, 2015. Ed would like clarification from the committee as to what is 
actually being offered, and ensure the Farmers Market is onboard. 
 

ACTION ITEMS: 
• Debbie will contact Meghan Chuites regarding participation in the event. 

 
Melissa briefly reviewed the history of the Arts Commission, and Albany’s ordinance that was 
adopted 21 years after the state law. AMC 2.96 requires 1% of moneys for construction or alteration 
of any building of the City of Albany be allocated towards the acquisition of art works. The state law 
applies only to state buildings. Brief discussion followed. 
 
Ed will be meeting with Rinee and Scott to provide an orientation to the Commission. 
 
Ed noted that Jay Burcham and John Boock are still interested in creating a piece of art that tells the 
story of the rare metals industry in Albany. In addition, construction for the Albany Carousel is 
targeted for late 2015, and has included possibly creating a “public plaza” in the parking lot space 
behind the building. The plaza could contain a sculpture that helps tell the Albany story. Brief 
discussion followed. 
 

8. NEXT MEETING 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is March 10, 2015 in the Calapooia Room in City Hall. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:30 p.m. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Signature on file 

Debbie Little,  

Administrative Services Coordinator, Albany Parks & Recreation 
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