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CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, January 26, 2015 

12:00 p.m. 
 

              MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Tara Dixson, Chris Equinoa, Wanda Kinney, Sharon 
Konopa, Dick Olsen, Dan Sullivan (arrived 12:08 
p.m.), Joann Zimmer 

Commissioners Absent: Terry Knoll (excused), Iris Carrasco (excused), Nate 
Brown 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Irene Mann, Executive Assistant to the 
Public Works Director  

Others Present: Annette Hobbs, Holly Ryan, Hilary Harrison, Andrea 
Myhre, Marisha Johnson, Renee Smith, Michelle 
Maddux-Robinson, Rick Medlen 

Chair Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Equinoa moved to approve the October 20, 2014, minutes as stated.  Dixson seconded the motion, which passed 
5-0 (Kinney abstained).  Equinoa moved to approve the November 17, 2014 minutes with one correction; 
Dixson seconded the motion. The motion passed 6-0. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC - None. 

PUBLIC SERVICES GRANT APPLICATION REVIEW 

Catlin asked each agency to take up to five minutes to explain their proposed service, the need for the service, 
the Consolidated Plan goals being addressed, the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) national 
objective that will be met, and whether the service was a new or expanded service.  

Fish Guest House: Hobbs described the Fish of Albany Guest House services. 
• The house expanded services last year to provide shelter and case management to families with 

children; the grant would enable FISH to maintain an existing service 
• The Plan identified a need for emergency shelter for women with children 
• The agency helps families obtain affordable housing and gain life skills 
• Fish hopes to serve 12 women and 15 children in Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-2016 

 
CASA of Linn County: Harrison and Diane presented CASA’s proposal to increase case loads through 
expanded volunteer training and support. They provided a handout on their proposal (in the agenda file). 

• It takes 35 hours of training to prepare a volunteer to be an advocate for children (CASA) 
• Volunteers spend 10-15 hours a month 
• The agency works to get children into “forever” homes and keep them out of foster care 
• There were 94 cases in Linn County that didn’t receive a CASA in 2014 
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Konopa asked if the proposal is to add more staff. Harrison said no; the grant would enable the training of 
existing CASAs to mentor new CASAs. 

Equinoa asked if the CDBG grant would leverage other funding. Harrison affirmed explaining the agency does a 
lot of fundraising and the grant would encourage others to get involved. 

Jackson Street Youth Shelter (JSYS): Myhre presented for JSYS. 
• The CDBG grant would help fund a case worker at the new Albany youth shelter 
• The service supports the Plan goal to reduce homelessness of youth and provided needed services  
• The case manager works with youth to develop a plan, attend school, develop life skills, and exit the 

shelter safely 
 

Konopa asked if the grant would add staff and how the agency would sustain needs. Myhre explained the grant 
would add staff. The agency received two federal grants, is applying for state funding, and has a contract with 
the Department of Human Services. 

Olsen asked about services provided at the facility at Queen and Elm streets. The Cornerstone Youth center 
served 400 separate youth in 2014. 

Community Services Consortium: Johnson described the emergency housing assistance program. 
• The program would provide up to three months or $2,000 of rental assistance to prevent homelessness 

of residents earning 50-80% of the area median income (AMI) 
• The goal is to prevent homelessness in Albany 
• The grant would help 20 households; residents with special needs would be prioritized for funding 
• There is a gap in existing emergency housing programs – funding is available for homeless residents 

and for very low income residents, but not for households earning 50% or more of AMI 
 

Zimmer asked if funds would be available to renters and owners. Johnson affirmed. 

Family Tree Relief Nursery (FTRN): Smith explained the infant abuse prevention services. 
• CDBG funds would be used to hire an infant specialist; 6-8 hours/week of support is provided to 

families and children 
• The program supports the Plan goals to reduce homelessness, domestic abuse of Albany’s most 

vulnerable children, keep children out of foster care, and build healthy families 
• 15 families have been served to date with an existing CDBG award 
• FTRN reduced this year’s request and is working to have program fully sustainable with state funding  

 
Furniture Share (FS): Maddux-Robinson explained the grant request for services and distributed a flyer 
summarizing the proposal (in the grant file). 

• FS anticipates providing 550 beds and 120 dinner tables to families in Albany, and providing furniture 
to 400 individuals 

• FS works with 65 referring agencies, including a DHS work program, and volunteers 
• The program meets the Plan goal to provide a suitable living environment 

 
Catlin asked Maddux-Robinson if the figures were current figures or if the CDBG grant would increase services 
to Albany residents. The figures are current. 

SMALL BUSINESS GRANT APPLICATION REVIEW 

Catlin asked applicant Rick Medlen to explain his business proposal for his company GarageSkins. 
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Medlen explained he just incorporated the GarageSkins business.  He showed pictures and a sample of his 
product, which is a “skin” that can be applied over an existing metal garage door, giving it the appearance of a 
new wood “carriage style” garage door. He just received the patent for the product. 

The business plan identified a huge market for this product, which will be less than $1,000. The company needs 
$250,000 to get through the engineering process and eventually needs $2.5 million in financing.  The grant 
request of $7,000 would pay for a more detailed business plan that is needed in order to attract investors. 

Medlen anticipates hiring an office manager within the year and as soon as a site is secured and production 
underway, hundreds of employees will be hired. 

Catlin asked if the business would be in Albany. Medlen explained he is working with several to find an Albany 
site. His hope is to locate the business in Albany.  

Equinoa noted the product was untested and the grant could be a risk. The CDC discussed the grant proposal and 
whether it could be funded if the location was unknown. 

Catlin explained funds are not disbursed until performance measures are satisfied, including the business being 
located in Albany.  

Motion: Dixson moved to approve the grant with the condition that the business be located in Albany. Kinney 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 6-1. (Equinoa opposed). 

NEXT MEETING 

Catlin asked the CDC to hold an extra meeting in February to make recommendations on the public services 
grants to agencies. 

The CDC agreed to meet Monday, February 2, 2015 at noon. 

The CDC adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 
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