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CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, February 23, 2015 

12:00 p.m. 
 

              MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Chris Equinoa, Cortney Hall, Sharon Konopa, Jo 
Zimmer, Tara Dixson, Terry Knoll, Dan Sullivan, Dick 
Olsen, Iris Carrasco, Wanda Kinney 

Commissioners Absent: Nathan Brown  

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Irene Mann, Executive Assistant to the 
Public Works Director 

Others Present: Frank Moore, Mental Health Director for Linn County 

CALL TO ORDER:     

Chair Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 

APPROAL OF MINUTES 

There were no minutes to approve. 

SPECIAL NEEDS HOUSING PROPOSAL 

Catlin said she met with Steve Micheals, who was representing the Linn Benton Housing Authority (LBHA) 
nonprofit called New Roots, and with Linn County Mental Health staff including Moore, to determine if there 
was a project needs for a project to add housing for persons with mental disabilities that could benefit from 
CDBG funding.  She said that although Linn County and LBHA are doing good work, a specific project has not 
been defined and would not be ready for CDBG funding this year.   

Moore discussed homelessness and needs specific to persons with mental disabilities.  Moore provided a 
synopsis of resources he receives to coordinate care for their clients. He explained the challenges of timing with 
the new Samaritan Health Coordinate Care Organization determining its role in serving his clients.  Moore said 
he was not sure he could responsibly put the money to good use to get a good return on the investment this year.   

Catlin said the Commission would discuss how to redistribute the funds.   

Moore left at 12:40 p.m. 

2015-2016 DRAFT PROGRAM BUDGET 

Catlin discussed the Fiscal Year 2015-2016 budget that was part of the agenda packet.  In her memo, she briefly 
discussed projects that were identified in the budget.  

There was an extensive discussion about the improvements needed in the Sunrise area. There is a neighborhood 
meeting on March 10, 2015, to get input from the Sunrise neighborhood residents on prioritizing projects.  
Sidewalks, increased street lighting, and flashing crosswalk signal devices were discussed as needed items. 
Catlin will talk to Public Works staff about the sidewalk project.   
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The Commission was in agreement with staff’s recommendations for funding the items listed in the budget and 
recommended that funding allocated for Special Needs Housing be put to projects in the Sunrise area. 

Catlin reported that she still has not heard from HUD (the Department of Housing and Urban Development) 
about the 2015 allocation.    

AFFIRMATELY FURTHERING FAIR HOUSING 

Commissioners discussed funding to improve housing conditions and the best way to accomplish this task.  
There are numerous housing code violations in Albany. She explained the challenges of using CDBG money for 
code enforcement activities.   

She reported that there was a fair housing training for landlords planned in conjunction with Corvallis in March. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There was no business from the public. 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Update: An Albany location had not been secured for the GarageSkins business, so funding will be on hold until 
the owner is able to locate his business in Albany.  

ADJOURN 

Chair Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, March 16, 2015 
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Irene Mann       Anne Catlin 
Executive Assistant to the Public Works Director  Planner III 
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