
APPROVED:  September 21, 2015 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, August 17, 2015 

12:00 p.m. 
 

              MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Chris Equinoa, Terry Knoll, Sharon Konopa, Dick 
Olsen, Dan Sullivan, Jo Zimmer 

Commissioners Absent: Nathan Brown, Iris Carrasco, Tara Dixson, Wanda 
Kinney 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Rachel Kutschera, Administrative Assistant 

Others Present: None 

CALL TO ORDER:     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:09 p.m.  

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Zimmer clarified that she is not participating in the rehabilitation loan program on her home and suggested new 
wording in the minutes.  Knoll moved to approve the July 20, 2015 minutes with the agreed upon changes.  
Konopa seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 6-0. 

HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAMS DISCUSSION  

Catlin reviewed the proposed grant program and discussion from the July 20, 2015 meeting.  She noted that 
funds could go toward rehabilitating units within a building, or the whole building if at least 51% of residents 
meet the low-income requirement.  Other available funds for rehabilitation loans were reviewed and discussed 
(see Attachment B in agenda packet). Knoll commented that when homes go into foreclosure there is rarely 
notification so outstanding loans are difficult to track and there is additional cost to increase tracking. 

Zimmer commented that a decision to move to a grant program could be reversed in the future if necessary. 
Konopa asked if the money could be used for something different altogether such as Sunrise Park 
improvements.  Catlin said that moving that money is an option but a Plan amendment would be needed to do 
that; she passed out an additional handout with Plan Goals and accomplishments to date, to see where money 
could be moved (see agenda packet).  Discussion followed regarding where the money comes from and how it is 
used on a regional scale, as well as benefits such as allowing senior citizens to stay in their homes and how 
funding would be used with the existing Community Services Consortium (CSC) weatherization program.   

Catlin referred to agenda Attachment C and reviewed the proposed program changes and considerations such as 
providing the grant program to residents outside the targeted census tracts, and whether to allow rental units to 
be rehabilitated and the percentage of income needed to qualify.  Konopa is not comfortable with moving away 
from the revolving fund aspect of the program that would enable funds to be built up; however, she is 
comfortable helping affordable rental housing owned by affordable housing agencies.   Discussion followed.   
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In regards to the regional revolving loan fund, Equinoa would like to see an accountability process in place 
before the money is allocated.  Knoll clarified that money in the Linn Benton revolving loan fund does not go 
back to individual entities; instead repaid loans go into one account (to be reloaned).  The State of Oregon has 
determined that this program is not sustainable and wants to de-federalize the funds and re-allocate the money to 
other programs.   

Catlin reminded the group that the question at hand is only for current unexpended Albany CDBG funds that 
need to be spent and not the regional revolving loan fund managed by CSC.  Konopa suggested specifically 
allocating the funds to (affordable housing) projects in the community that need funding, such as Songbird 
Village, for a year and then re-evaluating.  Discussion followed.   

Richardson asked if the money could be given to various community organizations that are more knowledgeable 
about needs; Catlin said that is not an option because of CDBG eligibility requirements and due to a timeline to 
spend the 2014-15 funds.  

Olsen is in favor of trying the grant program for at least one year; Equinoa is also in favor, but would like to see 
accountability and availability to both owners and renters.  Discussion for limits to the grant amount, income 
levels, insurance requirements, and other eligibility requirements followed.  The possibility of making the funds 
available without being tied to weatherization in the future was also discussed.   

MOTION:  Olsen moved to try a rehabilitation grant program for one year with the following criteria: 

• The maximum grant award will be $10,000; 

• Grants will be available to owner-occupied households earning 60% or less of the area median income; 
and 

• Grants will be available to repair affordable rental housing in public or non-profit ownership that is 
occupied by households earning 50% or less of the area median income and no match be required. 

 Equinoa seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 (Knoll abstained). 

SUNRISE AREA IMPROVEMENTS DISCUSSION      

The City has not received any updates from the Department of State Lands on the status of the wetland 
delineation.  Prioritization is needed for public improvements in the Sunrise area. The earliest any improvements 
can be implemented is likely next spring or summer.  Equinoa wants to do something now since the community 
has already been promised improvements. Catlin handed out a map showing where the various improvements 
were proposed (see agenda packet) and reviewed costs and associated issues. 

MOTION: Knoll motioned to move forward with implementing projects identified as “Areas 1 and 3” on the 
proposed Sunrise area public improvements.  Equinoa seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0. 

Knoll suggested signage be put up showing what the improvements will be and when; the group agreed this is a 
good idea. 

14-15 ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT (CAPER) HIGHLIGHTS  

September 23, 2015 is the Council hearing on the CAPER.  Catlin handed out a summary of the report findings 
(see agenda packet). The full CAPER will be distributed to the group before the next CDC meeting and 
comments will be accepted on the CAPER at the meeting.  She asked for a volunteer to review the report prior 
to it being made available to the public next week.  Zimmer volunteered. 
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ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:52 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING September 21, 2015 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

Signature on File    Signature on File 
 
Rachel Kutschera    Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant   Planner III 
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