
             APPROVED:  October 19, 2015 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, September 21, 2015 

12:00 p.m. 
 

              MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Chris Equinoa, Iris Carrasco (12:18), Tara Dixson 
(12:12), Wanda Kinney, Sharon Konopa, Dick Olsen, 
Dan Sullivan, Jo Zimmer 

Commissioners Absent: Terry Knoll (excused), Nathan Brown 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Rachel Kutschera, Administrative Assistant 

Others Present: Robert Tamayo 

CALL TO ORDER:     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Equinoa moved to approve the August 17, 2015 minutes as stated and Sullivan seconded. A vote was taken and 
passed 6-0. 

SMALL BUSINESS GRANT APPLICATION 

Catlin reviewed the application from Mr. Robert Tamayo, who was present to answer questions.  He is required 
to hire one full time person, which can be split between two part time employees if necessary.  Mr. Tamayo said 
that ultimately he would like to hire two, if not more, employees.  He needs to train someone to do the job while 
he learns a new cleaning system, and then move that person into the new role.   He provided an overview of his 
business and explained that he wants to transition the work into more employees because the business is 
growing.   

Zimmer asked if he is pursuing contracts in Albany as well as other nearby cities, and he said he is.  He has 
taken classes through the LBCC program for small businesses and lives in the HUD area of the city, where he 
operates his business from. Zimmer asked if Mr. Tamayo would be able to purchase the new equipment 
immediately if the grant was awarded, and he said yes.   

Olsen asked if the equipment would be parked at his residence, and he said yes.  He has a large house with 
space.  He offers work to recovering addicts who often share housing with him.   

Zimmer asked if he would be doing his own paperwork, and he said he does. Catlin said she could draft the 
contract right away and the City can help him with paperwork if he needs it. 

Kinney Moved to approve the request for funding of $8,000; Equinoa seconded.  A vote was taken and passed 
6-0.  
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Tara Dixson arrived at 12:12 p.m. 

Catlin reached out to two applicants approved for funding: the Garage Skins business, and Apex Cleaning.  She 
will continue to update the CDC with status of those businesses and if they want to move forward with 
applications.  

2014 ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT (CAPER) 

No comments from the public were received on the CAPER.  Catlin referred to a handout of her presentation to 
be given to City Council on Wednesday (see agenda packet) and asked for any feedback of information she 
should share with Council.  Equinoa mentioned that on page 9 of the narrative information, Table 7 is referenced 
but there is no Table 7; Catlin confirmed it should be Table 6 instead and will make the change. 

Iris Carrasco arrived at 12:18 p.m. 

Catlin referred to other relevant handouts of the closeout report and example quarterly reports that summarize 
accomplishments from the past year (see agenda packet). 

PROGRAM UPDATES 

Catlin referred to a handout on the Housing Rehabilitation Grant Program (see agenda packet) and asked for 
clarification of revisions to the program.  Further suggestions and discussion followed, including listing veterans 
specifically as a minority group. Catlin feels confident that the new program will work well with the 
weatherization program because of the level of inspections and thoroughness of paperwork currently conducted.  
She suggested walking through the process with the first few applications and determining if any changes need 
to be made.  CSC needs to update their website and a brochure needs to be created. 

Catlin moved to the handout of map of Sunrise School area and infill sidewalks (see agenda packet).  City staff 
Ron Irish is aware of an ODOT grant that, if awarded, could help install infill sidewalks in the Sunrise 
neighborhood. It appears that the City’s application has a good chance of being recommended by the local 
Metropolitan Planning Organization and making it to the next round. If the City is successful, the CDC can look 
at using CDBG funds for other infill sidewalk needs, such as in the Water Avenue area.   

Regarding Sunrise Park updates, DSL finally approved the wetland delineation, and the next steps are to 
determine what removal and fill permits are needed, and then continue working with the City’s consultant and 
the Parks and Recreation Department to move the project forward. DSL’s review of the permit could take until 
late February 2016 (120 days). The cost of the mitigation is still unknown and may affect the design of the 
improvements and the parking lot. Catlin hopes remaining project costs will be known before the next Action 
Plan needs to be completed, which is the end of March, 2016.   

Equinoa asked how communication might continue to happen with the schools to get the word out to families 
reminding them that the project is still ongoing.  Carrasco agreed with the idea and said a short letter now would 
be beneficial, and there is a meeting in early spring that would be a good time to reach out, and opportunities for 
the public to be involved.  Catlin said the land use process would also happen that includes public notice to 
residents in the area.  She will work with Parks and Recreation on wording of a notice that could go out through 
the schools and neighborhood watch groups.  Sullivan commented that he has spoken to several residents and 
received mixed feedback, mostly negative about how long the project is taking.  Catlin has spoken to the new 
school superintendent and updated him on the project. Discussion followed about community involvement 
possibilities.  It was agreed that keeping residents informed is important to getting their involvement later. 

The CDC needs to begin planning for next year.  More park improvements, housing rehabilitation grants, public 
services, and targeted planning around homelessness and economic development are all areas to consider.   
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Konopa informed the CDC that she would be discussing how appointments for the CDC are conducted at 
tonight’s City Council work session.  Three CDC members have expired commissions and three more are soon 
to expire, so she and Council would like to resolve the issue. 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 12:59 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING  

October 19, 2015 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

Signature on File    Signature on File 
 
Rachel Kutschera    Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant   Planner III 
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