
APPROVED:  December 14, 2015 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, October 19, 2015 

12:00 p.m. 
 

              MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Chris Equinoa, Tara Dixson, Wanda Kinney, Sharon 
Konopa (12:10), Dick Olsen, Jo Zimmer, Terry Knoll  

Commissioners Absent: Nathan Brown, Iris Carrasco, Dan Sullivan (excused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Rachel Kutschera, Administrative Assistant 

Others Present: Vermon Timbas, Vathanak Seoun 

CALL TO ORDER:     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:07 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A change to the minutes needs to be made (Knoll was not present at the meeting but the minutes show she made 
a comment).  Knoll moved to approve the September 21, 2015 minutes with the change, and Equinoa seconded. 
A vote was taken and the motion passed 6-0. 

Sharon Konopa arrived at 12:10 and gave an update on a homeless camp she had just visited with the Police 
Department, saying that there was a lot of trash, especially on the river bank. 

16-17 PROGRAM PLANNING 

Catlin provided a handout on tracking performance for the Consolidated Plan (see Agenda Packet) and 
discussed progress on meeting Plan goals as shown in Attachment B in the packet.  She stated that next spring 
would be a good time to amend the Plan to line up with current programs the CDC both wants to deliver and 
needs to meet. 

Discussion followed for assessing needs by Consolidated Plan goals. 

1. Improve Affordable Housing. Catlin noted the two programs currently supported with CDBG funding 
are the housing rehabilitation grant program managed by Community Services Consortium, and code 
compliance through the City.   

Equinoa wants code compliance to continue; he has heard of several issues recently brought to different 
commissions, and would like funding continue supporting that effort.  Dixson asked if funding only 
goes toward staff time or for the actual compliance activities. Catlin said that CDBG funding can only 
pay for staff time if the code violations are corrected; correcting code violations could be paid for with 
housing rehabilitation grants if the landlord agrees to keep rents affordable for five years. Catlin noted 
limited CDBG funding to fix an entire complex and the concern of rewarding landlords who have failed 
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to maintain their properties.  Currently code compliance staff cannot require everything to be improved 
within a unit, only safety and habitability issues identified in the City’s dangerous building code. 
Recommended improvements that aren’t required through the building code could still be funded.  
Richardson noted that the availability of City staff to keep up with the current caseload is already 
limited, so there would need to be more discussion on how to increase capacity for compliance.  Konopa 
agreed, and said other ideas have been discussed to increase code enforcement.  Olsen said CDBG 
funding should be spent to fix problems, not pointing them out.  Zimmer agreed, but wants to support 
fair housing and code compliance equally to present a consistent message.  Olsen thinks a different way 
to fund enforcement should be looked at, such as rental inspection fees. 
 
Konopa has heard about a rise in rental prices in the area, and a need for more affordable housing.  
Local affordable housing providers are inspected by the state, where others are not, and these agencies 
may have capital needs. She thinks this is definitely an issue and to look at developing a rental 
inspection program and amending the Plan.  Discussion followed.  Kinney asked if YouthBuild could 
help with fixing Code violations; Catlin said she would need to inquire with YouthBuild. She thinks 
more partnerships are possible.   
 
Zimmer said the Homelessness Summit on November 4 is focusing on affordable housing and provided 
more information about the Summit and other needs for the CDC to consider funding. 

Kinney said Habitat has had many request for “tiny homes” and think if those projects were going on, 
volunteers could probably help, but they are limited by their mission and what their funds can be used 
for. 

2. Reduce Homelessness. Catlin reviewed activities and programs that have been funded to date to reduce 
or prevent homelessness.  Konopa talked with the Linn County parole and probation about the shortage 
of sex offender housing; and with the City police regarding homeless camps. A partnership with Albany 
Helping Hands is a possibility. Discussion included eligible activities that could help add more housing 
such as acquisition, infrastructure improvements and rehabilitation.  Staff and Konopa agreed to explore 
this need to determine if a project can be identified for FY 16-17 CDBG funding. 
 

3. Eliminate Blighting Influences and 4. Remove Barriers to Accessibility. Catlin expects funds will still 
be needed for Sunrise Park and area sidewalks.   
 

5. Increase Economic Opportunities. Funding is still available from past grant cycles; Catlin can provide 
an update on needs or invite LBCC to present at the next meeting if the CDC is interested.  Konopa 
asked if allocations can be adjusted in the Plan.  Catlin said yes, the Action Plans and Consolidated Plan 
can be amended.  Konopa wants to work with the “chronically unemployable” to help people become 
employable and teach skills.  Catlin said that falls under Public Services, such as the G.E.D. program 
that C.H.AN.C.E. provided last year.  Dixson asked about paid internships that would be a source of 
income and provide training.  Discussion followed.   
 

6. Public Services. Catlin needs to send application notice to agencies soon. She asked if there was interest 
in funding a specific need. The projected amount for public services is $50,000 and $55,000. She noted 
there may be a request to pay for bus passes for low income residents with CDBG funds. Discussion 
followed. 
 
Dixson asked if one of the transitional houses could be rehabilitated with funds, such as Signs of 
Victory.  Konopa said more outreach to the organizations would be needed.  Eligibility is an issue due to 
religious affiliation and conflicts with federal funding.   
 
Catlin will prepare a process and timeline for Public Services applications to track projects for funding. 
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7. Further Fair Housing. Catlin said that education and outreach activities need to be planned. 

PROGRAM UPDATES 

Catlin handed out a flyer regarding the Sunrise Park improvements that will be distributed through the schools 
(see Agenda Packet). 
 
Konopa gave an update on the amendment to update CDC bylaws.  The Council did not pass the Ordinance at 
the last meeting, but the second reading will be held at the next meeting on October 28.   

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:22 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING  

November 16, 2015  
 
 
Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

Signature on File    Signature on File 
 
Rachel Kutschera    Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant   Planner III 
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