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CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Hall, City Council Chambers 
 333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, February 4, 2015 
6:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: David Abarr, Jolene Thomson (Vice Chair), Oscar Hult (Chair), 
Bill Ryals (arrived at 6:05 p.m.), Keith Kolkow, Larry Preston 

Commissioners Absent: Linsey Godwin (excused) 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Shawna Adams, Planner I; 
Irene Mann, Public Works Executive Assistant 

Others present: Rebecca Bond (Albany Visitors Association) 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:00 p.m.  

Bob Richardson, Planning Manger, introduced Shawna Adams, the new Planner I.  Adams will also be doing 
Historic Preservation.  She provided some background on herself. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None 

ELECTION OFCHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Thomson nominated Oscar Hult for Chair, Preston seconded the nomination, and it passed by a vote of 5:0. 

Preston nominated Jolene Thomson for Vice Chair, Hult seconded the nomination, and it passed by a vote of 5:0. 

ALBANY HEBREW CEMETERY, NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 

Richardson asked the LAC to review the nomination of the Albany Hebrew Cemetery to the National Register of 
Historic Places to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).     

Richardson reviewed the National Register Nomination Evaluation Sheet with the LAC.  There were no concerns 
and the consensus was for Richardson to submit the form.  Some very interesting information was provided as part 
of the packet application.  Preston suggested an article be written for the newspaper as part of Historic Preservation 
Month in May. 

Hult will sign the evaluation form at the conclusion of the meeting. 

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANT 

Richardson discussed the Certified Local Government grant proposal (CLG).  He explained that the grant proposal 
will not be finalized until mid-February and the figures will probably change.   



Landmarks Advisory Commission  
February 4, 2015 
Page 2 
 
For the current grant, $2,000 is dedicated under the National Register Nominations category for outreach and 
research activities associated with the potential creation of a historic district in the Lehigh Acres neighborhood.  
The proposed 2015-2016 grant budget allocates only $1,000 for National Register Nominations and adds $1,000 for 
Review and Compliance activities.  Review and Compliance funds would support activities related to customer 
support and the processing of Historic Preservation land use applications, as well as resolving compliance cases 
related to historic properties.  

The SHPO is generally willing to allow funds to be shifted from one grant category to another to respond to 
changing local issues and resources.  For example, if after completion of the current grant, it is determined that it is 
not prudent to pursue the Lehigh Acres historic district nomination, funds in the proposed grant under National 
Register Nominations could be transferred to the Preservation Planning category.  Activities under this category 
would focus on identifying changes to the Albany Development Code that would make historic preservation 
provisions easier to understand and implement.  It is anticipated that most Preservation Planning work would occur 
at a staff level in preparation for future discussions with the LAC.   

Over the coming weeks, Planning staff will finalize and submit the 2015-2016 grant application to SHPO. 
Assuming SHPO grants the City an award, a copy of the approved application will be provided to the LAC, and a 
grant agreement will be presented to the City Council for acceptance. 

Thomson motioned, with a second from Abarr, to approve the conceptual idea for staff to develop a grant 
proposal and allow staff to move forward and apply for the grant. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

The LAC members and staff discussed potential activities for National Historic Month.  Some items suggested were 
landscape discussions, garden, kitchen, or bathroom tours.  A question was raised if the home or area had to be 
ADA (American with Disabilities Act) accessible.  Staff will investigate if the City can promote an activity if it is 
not accessible. 

The March 4, 2015, LAC meeting will be used for the Commission to discuss details.   

Adams would like to put the biographies of the Commission members in a newsletter for National Historic 
Preservation Month in May.  

New LAC member Keith Kolkow introduced himself. 

PROJECT UPDATES 

• Vine Street Canal work is complete. 

• The City sent out an RFP (Request for Proposals) for the church at 401 Main Street.   There were two 
applications and they will be discussed at the City Council work session on February 9, 2015. 

• Ryals said that there was some interest in buying/restoring the building that houses Bo-Macks BBQ.  The 
building is over 100 years old. 

• Construction on Novak’s new location is just underway. 

• The old Greyhound station might possibly be turned into a parking lot. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ryals moved to approve the minutes from the August 6, 2014, LAC meeting, and Abarr seconded the motion.  The 
minutes were approved by a vote of 6:0. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  
 
The next meeting of the LAC is scheduled for March 4, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:02 p.m. 

Submitted by,      Reviewed by,             

Signature on File    Signature on File     

Irene Mann      Bob Richardson 
PW Executive Assistant      Planning Manager 
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