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CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Hall, City Council Chambers 
 333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, April 1, 2015 
6:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Jolene Thomson (Vice Chair), Keith Kolkow, Linsey Godwin, 
Larry Preston 

Commissioners Absent: David Abarr (excused), Bill Ryals, one vacancy 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Shawna Adams, Planner I; 
Irene Mann, Public Works Executive Assistant 

Others present: Catherine Miller 

CALL TO ORDER     

Vice Chair Thomson called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:07 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Kolkow moved to approve the minutes from March 4, 2015.  Preston seconded the motion, and the minutes were 
approved 4:0. 

ELECTION OF A NEW CHAIR 

This item was postponed until all the members were present. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Thomson asked if there was any Business from the Public unrelated to the case on the agenda.  There was none. 

REVIEW OF CASE HI-01-05 

Adams provided a summary of the staff report discussing the case.  Adams distributed a letter she received from 
Lynn Snitker (331 5th Ave SE, Albany OR 97321) on April 1, 2015. 
 
In 1994, the applicant received conditional approval of a Historic Review of Exterior Alterations application to 
replace the existing windows at 322 5th Avenue SE with vinyl windows.  The Condition of Approval required that 
the “original window materials shall be stored on the property and protected from weather.” 
 
In the current application (City file HI-01-15), the applicant proposes to modify the condition of approval that 
requires the original windows to be retained. As indicated in the applicant’s written statement, the window 
materials have been kept in the house on the property for more than 20 years, and the applicant would like to make 
the materials available for use by someone else rather than continuing to store them.   
 
Section 1.228 of the Albany Development Code (ADC) provides that conditions of approval may be modified in 
accordance with current land use procedures and the approval criteria for the original land use review.  Staff has 
evaluated the applicant’s request, and recommends three options for consideration by the Landmarks 
Advisory Commission: Option 1 – Remove the Condition of Approval, Option 2 – Modify the Condition of 
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Approval, or Option 3 – Retain the Condition of Approval. 

Staff recognizes it is difficult to enforce the original conditions from the 1993 decision.  Preston asked if the 
windows can be given away.  Richardson answered in the negative.   

PUBLIC TESTIMONY 

Public Hearing for HI-01-15 opened at 6:10 p.m. 

Preston said he drove by the house. 

Catherine Miller owns the home at 322 5th Avenue SE.  She admits the windows were replaced in 1993 without 
Landmarks approval but states that Davis Glass (who removed the windows) should have been aware of the rules 
concerning historic homes.  She said the windows have remained in her basement for over 20 years.  Three 
windows were taken during a burglary and one has a broken pane.  She mentioned that Howard Boyd would take 
them and use them in restoring other homes.   

Public Hearing closed at 6:32 p.m. 

DISCUSSION OF CASE HI-01-15 

Thomson said her mind was not made up since houses outlast people.  Kolkow felt Miller should be able to donate 
the windows so they would be put to good use.  Godwin agreed.  Preston wanted Miller to retain a few of the 
windows to show the original character of the house.  Godwin wanted to modify one of the options suggested for a 
decision. 

The Commission asked for staff clarification on their decision options.  Richardson suggested they could modify 
one of the options and suggested prior to the removal of the windows, there could be photo documentation with 
details of the materials and style of the windows. 

Thomson motioned that the Landmarks Advisory Commission approved the Historic Review of Exterior 
Alterations application (HI-01-15) to modify HI-18-93 approval condition #2, with retention of the condition in 
modified form to read:   

1. The property owner shall retain on the property at 322 5th Avenue SE and protect from weather the best 
example of the original window materials and shall provide the City photo documentation of the retained 
window materials. 
 

Preston seconded the motion and it passed 4:0. 

CLG (CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT) GRANT 

Adams said she was pleased to report that she had received four (4) grant applications. She said there was no need 
to score them on grant criteria since funds are available and all four are eligible applications. 

Thomson said she drove by the property located at 630 7th Ave SW.  Kolkow visited all four properties.  Thomson 
said she would be happy to fund all four grants and made a motion to do so, Preston seconded the motion and it 
passed 4:0. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH 

Richardson discussed the award recipients in his memo (see agenda packet).  Richardson also said he would 
prepare a proclamation to be read at the City Council meeting on May 13, 2015.  There were five (5) suggested 
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names and/or groups and the LAC decided to award to four of the five, since one had already received an award 
related to the work they were nominated for.  They recommended giving Oscar Hult an award, as well as 
recognition to the owners of the Weatherford House for construction of a historically appropriate carriage house, 
the Monteith Historical Society, Mark Manley for sensitive construction work on historic homes. Staff will write a 
letter and prepare certificates for the awards and well as prepare a newsletter for mailing.   

OTHER COMMENTS 

Richardson informed the Commission that staff applied for a Heritage All Star Grant from the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) to digitize historical photos from the Potts five (5) volumes of photos located at the 
Albany Regional Museum.  

COMMISSIONER UPDATES 

None.   

NEXT MEETING DATE  
 
The next meeting of the LAC is scheduled for May 6, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Thomson adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:08 p.m. 

Submitted by,      Reviewed by,             

Signature on File    Signature on File    
  

Irene Mann      Shawna Adams 
PW Executive Assistant      Planner I 
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