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CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Hall, City Council Chambers 
 333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, July 1, 2015 
6:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Chair Bill Ryals, Vice Chair Jolene Thomson, Cathy LeSuer, 
Keith Kolkow, David Abarr, Linsey Godwin 

Commissioners Absent: Larry Preston (excused) 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Shawna Adams, Planner I; 
Irene Mann, Public Works Executive Assistant; Nathan Reid, 
Economic Development/Urban Renewal Coordinator 

Others present: Mark and Tina Siegner 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Ryals called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 5:59 p.m.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Richardson acknowledged new Commission member Cathy LeSuer.  LeSuer provided some background on herself. 

HISTORIC HOMEBUYER LOAN PROGRAM 

Reid addressed the LAC and provided background on the Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) program.  
He asked for approval or feedback on the proposed Historic Homebuyer Loan Program focused on historic 
homebuyers in the Hackleman Historic District.  CARA funds could be used for structural repairs (interior or 
exterior), or lighting (life safety in nature).  CARA funding would be up to 20% of project costs per project, 
reimbursement would be at 50% of eligible project costs when submitted ($8,000 - $20,000). 

Qualifying homeowners’ homes must be owner-occupied, single-family historic or multi-family historic (to be 
converted back to single-family (may include one accessory apartment).  He explained other details of the program 
outlined in the memo (see agenda packet) to the Commission from Kate Porsche, Economic Development & Urban 
Renewal Director.  Funding would come from the CARA budget.  Minimum project size would be $40,000, with 
the program total increased to $80,000/year (original earmark was $70,000).  Reid said that the program’s 
applications would first be approved by the LAC and then move forward to the CARA Commission for final 
approval and funding.  

Ryals suggested all the applications be sent to the LAC as they are submitted rather than reviewing them on a 
quarterly schedule. 

MOTION: Thomson moved to approve affording the plan and moving it forward to CARA for their approval.  
Godwin seconded the motion, and it passed 6:0.   
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QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING 

HI-03-15: Historic Review of New Construction Application to construct a 1.5-story single-family residence and 
attached garage with an accessory apartment on a vacant corner lot within the Monteith Historic District.   

Chair Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:13 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission 

Conflicts of Interest:  Commissioner Kolkow lives nearby but does not consider that a conflict of interest and does 
not feel he needs to disqualify himself.  Commissioners Thomson and LeSuer made a site visit but did not have any 
ex-parte contact. 

Hearing Procedures 

Bob Richardson read the meeting procedures.  Shawna Adams reviewed the staff report and discussed the slides she 
prepared for the Commission to review (see agenda packet).  She read the review criteria and the conditions staff 
felt were necessary . 

Questions from the Commission 

The Commission discussed painting the siding and painting the windows.  Godwin asked about the suggested porch 
changes. 

Testimony from the Applicant 

Mark Siegner, 516 Kouns Drive NW, Albany, OR. Mr. Siegner said that the only condition of approval he had a 
problem with was the vinyl versus wood windows.  He said that wood windows could cost four to five times the 
cost of vinyl windows.  He said he had no problem with the siding recommendations by staff.   
 
Chair Ryals said that the trim detail on the windows was important to give the windows scale and presence on the 
house.  He added he was sympathetic to the cost of wood windows.  He said that trim would give the windows 
definition and it was an easy way to add tons of charm to the house.   

Staff said that there is also a difference with changes to a historic house versus new construction being consistent 
with the historic character of surrounding buildings. 

Commissioner Abarr discussed painting the winds in a contrasting color.   

Chair Ryals closed the public hearing at 6:50 p.m. 

Discussion and Decision 

Commissioner Abarr said the trim should be a style, scale, and nature similar to those in the neighborhood.  
Richardson cautioned the Commission to be specific about the trim.   

Commissioner Ryals moved to approve with conditions the Historic Review of New Construction application to 
construct a single-family residence and an attached garage with an accessory apartment within the Monteith 
Historic District.  The Commission based its decision on the project’s conformance with the review criteria listed in 
the Albany Development Code. Final Conditions of Approval applied by the LAC are: 
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1. The front-facing horizontal slide-style window over the laundry hook-ups shall match the 
style of the other windows on the front-facing building façade and shall either be one-over-
one or fixed.  
 

2. The proposed front entry design shall be modified to:  
a. Extend the porch landing and fascia to match the width of the overhead hipped roof,  
b. Include columns at both ends of the hipped roof with porch walls or rails, and a straight 

run of stairs in between the innermost columns and centered with the front doors, and 
c. Increase the porch depth to 4-feet to allow for a useable porch. 
 

3. The garage doors shall match the style of the proposed Craftsman front entry doors, including 
the multi-paned windows at the top with vertical panels below, and shall be painted.  
 

4. All siding shall be smooth without wood graining. The siding shall be wood or Hardiplank 4 
to 8-inch wide lap siding and one type of wood Hardiplank shingles in the gable ends.  

5. Window trim shall be proud of the siding, a minimum 4-inch dimension at the head and sill, a 
minimum 3 ½-inch dimension on the jambs with a drip sill, and shall be detailed so that the 
head and the sill are distinguishable from the jambs.  
 

MOTION:  Chair Ryals stated the conditions as listed above and Vice Chair Thomson seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 6:0. 

STAFF UPDATES 

Adams said she had name tags for Commissioners who did not receive them during Historic Preservation Month 
activities. 

The Albany Cemetery Tour (History Through Headstones) will take place on July 22, 2015, at 7:30 p.m.  The tour 
begins at the Masonic Temple on 7th and Broadway. 

Adams debriefed the Commission some of the Historic Preservation Week activities.  

Commissioner LeSuer was at the Restore Oregon-Preservation Pub Presentation and said she enjoyed the 
presentation.   

Commissioner Ryals said that he thought there was more interest in the events this year due to the increase in 
construction downtown. 

Commissioner LeSuer said she was involved in a grant project to get signage installed on the Dave Clark path. 

Commissioner Ryals wanted to make a motion to state the support of the Landmarks Advisory Commission for the 
historic interpretative information on Albany along the Dave Clark path.  Commissioner Thomson seconded the 
motion. The Commission decided a motion was not needed and Ryals withdrew his motion.  Commissioner LeSuer 
will be presenting the Oregon Heritage grant information to various Albany organizations.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Commissioner Kolkow motioned to approve the minutes from May 6, 2015, and Commissioner Godwin seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 6:0. 
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NEXT MEETING DATE  
 
To be determined. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Thomson adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:12 p.m. 

Submitted by,      Reviewed by,             

Signature on File    Signature on File     

Irene Mann      Bob Richardson 
PW Executive Assistant      Planning Manager 
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