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CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Hall, City Council Chambers 
 333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, September 2, 2015 
6:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Vice Chair Jolene Thomson, Cathy LeSuer, Keith Kolkow, David 
Abarr, Larry Preston 

Commissioners Absent: Chair Bill Ryals (excused), Linsey Godwin 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Shawna Adams, Planner I; 
Rachel Kutschera, Administrative Assistant I 

Others present: Rebecca Bond, Michael and Kacy Gaither 

CALL TO ORDER     

Vice-Chair Thomson called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:02 p.m.  

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None 

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING 

HI-07-15: Historic Review of Exterior Alterations to add an exterior doorway with solid-wood French doors on a 
Historic Contributing house within the Monteith Historic District. 

Thomson opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission 

Conflicts of Interest: none   
Ex parte Contact: none 
Site Visit:  LeSuer and Preston each visited the site.  Preston visited several times. 
Abstain: none 
Challenges: none 
 
Staff Report 
 
Staff member Shawna Adams presented information for the case (see agenda packet). She noted that the review 
criteria citations presented on Page 4 of the staff report under Conclusions 1 and 2, should be reversed. 

Questions from the Commission 

None. 

Testimony 

Applicant Michael Gaither, 904 9th Avenue SW.   Mr. Gaither agrees with the conditions set forth in the staff report 
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and is available to answer any questions.  

Preston asked where the French doors came from; Mr. Gaither said he bought them on Craigslist.   

Staff Response 

Preston said a few of the neighbors spoke with him during his site visit.  They are happy with the way the house has 
been worked on and approve of the improvements made so far.  Preston thinks the project is a good idea safety 
wise, meets the review criteria, and does not see any issues that would stand in the way of the project going 
forward. 

Procedural Questions 

None 

Discussion and Decision 

Thomson closed the hearing at 6:15 p.m.  There was no discussion. 
 
MOTION:  Kolkow moved to approve with the condition stated in the staff report, the Historic Review of Exterior 
Alterations application to add a doorway with wood, 10-light, French doors on the south elevation of the house at 
904 9th Ave SW, as described in the application and staff report for planning file HI-07-15. The CONDITION of 
approval is that the doorway shall include wood, hinge-swinging, 10-light, exterior French doors with external 
muntins. The doorway shall include wood trim that matches the dimensions of the existing doorways on the house. 
The French doors shall be in the location shown on the applicant’s submittal and comply with applicable 
Building Permit requirements. As an alternative to the proposed 10-light panels, the French doors may be a 
single light, 15-light, or a Craftsman specific design identified in the Guidelines for Rehabilitation Albany’s 
Historic Residential Buildings. 

Preston seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 5:0. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Kolkow motioned to approve the minutes from July 1, 2015, and Commissioner Abarr seconded.  A vote was taken 
and the motion passed 5:0. 

STAFF UPDATES 

Adams provided information on a State Historic Preservation Office annual workshop for staff and commissioners, 
offered September 16 in Gresham, Oregon.   

Adams reviewed the newsletter that went out to addresses in the historic districts and provided one to each 
commissioner.  In the future, commissioners will be included on the mailing list and contribute to content.   

Richardson said the CLG grant period just ended and reporting was underway.  The next grant cycle begins in 2016 
and the LAC may be asked to contribute ideas for using awarded funds. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  
 
To be determined. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Thomson adjourned the meeting at 6:23 p.m. 

 

Submitted by,      Reviewed by,             

Signature on File    Signature on File    
  

Rachel Kutschera     Bob Richardson 
Administrative Assistant I     Planning Manager 
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