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CITY OF ALBANY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

City Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Monday, February 2, 2015 

5:15 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Planning Commissioners present: Linsey Godwin, Roger Phillips, Kristin Richardson, Dala Rouse, Larry 
Tomlin, Sue Goodman 

Planning Commissioners absent: Cordell Post (excused), Wendy Ezell (excused), Daniel Sullivan (excused) 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Mike Leopard, Infrastructure Analyst; 
Sean Kidd, Deputy City Attorney; Rachel Kutschera, Administrative 
Assistant; Mike Trabue, Fire Marshal 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Tomlin called the meeting to order at 5:16 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 
 
Commissioner Rouse nominated Commissioner Tomlin to be Chair.  Commissioner Phillips seconded. A vote 
was taken and passed 6-0. 
Commissioner Phillips nominated Commissioner Rouse to be vice-chair.  Chair Tomlin seconded.  A vote was 
taken and passed 6-0. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 17, 2014 
MOTION: Commissioner Rouse moved to approve the February 17, 2014 minutes with a correction on page 2. 
Commissioner Goodman seconded.  The motion passed 6-0. 

 
May 5, 2014 
MOTION: Commissioner Rouse moved to approve the May 5, 2014 minutes with a correction on page 2.  
Commissioner Richardson seconded.  The motion passed 6-0. 

 
May 19, 2014 
MOTION: Commissioner Rouse moved to approve the May 19, 2014 minutes as stated.  Commissioner Goodman 
seconded.  The motion passed 6-0. 
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LEGISLATIVE PUBLIC HEARING 

A request to consider name changes for two sections of public streets: Wilt Court SE and Bartley Place SE. The 
Planning Commission will make a recommendation to the City Council on this matter. 

Chair Tomlin opened the public hearing at 5:23 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission: 

Conflicts of Interest:  None 

Abstain: None 

Hearing Procedures: 

Challenges from the public:  None 

Staff Report: 

Staff member Mike Leopard presented information for the proposed street name change (see staff report in agenda 
packet). 

Questions from the Commission:   

Commissioner Phillips asked if letters were sent out or required to be sent out to affected property owners.  Staff 
Leopard responded that it was not required for the Planning Commission meeting but staff did send out letters in 
January 2015.  Commissioner Phillips clarified which part of the address was changing and Leopard confirmed. 

Commissioner Rouse asked if the Planning Commission should watch in the future for new subdivision/street 
names to ensure they are named correctly.  Leopard said yes; although this in case it was unclear what the future 
outcome was going to be.  Commissioner Rouse said this particular subdivision is very confusing to drive 
through, with many cul-de-sacs.  Leopard said that now connectivity and grid patterns are preferred to cul-de-sacs 
whereas that wasn’t always the case. 

Chair Tomlin asked if new streets are proposed that are convoluted and not in a grid pattern, are they approved.  
Leopard said staff reviews tentative plats and allows developers to name streets how they like, then makes 
recommended changes to the final plat. 

Commissioner Richardson asked about another street on Map #3 (see agenda packet), Mt. View Drive.  The drive 
is labeled both south and east, and is that correct.  Leopard believes it is correct because the difference is in the 
directional, south east, so it is Mt. View Drive SE.   

Commissioner Richardson asked if any comments were received from the public on the proposed change, and 
Leopard said no.  Mike Trabue confirmed that the Fire Department also sent out letters via certified mail to 
residents on Bartley Place in November 2014, but no comments came back. 

Commissioner Godwin commented that it would be confusing to have three streets named Bartley Street, Bartley 
Drive, and Bartley Place in one place, so having all of them be one name would be simpler.  

Mike Trabue commented that the Fire Department strives to correct these issues when they come up but potential 
confusion could arise by non-conformance; consistency is easier to achieve now than later after the other street is 
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built and new residents move in.  Trying to come up with a name to fit the naming conventions but have minimal 
impact to affected residents was difficult.  The proposed change minimizes the impact.  They try to make new 
road names correct but when anomalies are found they attempt to correct them. 

Chair asked anyone to enter any exhibits and submit to recorder:  None 

Testimony in Favor of the Changes: None 

Testimony in Opposition to the Changes: None 

Neutral Testimony: None 

Staff Response:  None 

Procedural questions: None  

Chair Tomlin closed the public hearing at 5:40 p.m. 

Discussion and Decision:  

Commissioner Godwin confirmed that coming up with a name for Bartley Place would be difficult; Trabue said 
yes, they looked closely and decided there would be too many changes to correct it and they feel this is the best 
balance. 

Commissioner Phillips asked if the Fire Department uses GPS; Trabue said they do with other mapping software 
but they try not to depend too heavily on it. 

MOTION 

Commissioner Rouse moved that the Commission approve the proposed change. Commissioner Godwin 
seconded. There was no discussion and the motion passed 6-0. 

City Council will hold a public hearing on this proposal on Wednesday February 11, 2015, at 7:15 p.m.  

APPOINTMENT OF HEARINGS BOARD MEMBERS 

Commissioner Post had volunteered via email and was appointed. Commissioners Phillips and Rouse volunteered 
to serve on the Hearings Board.  Commissioner Goodman volunteered to serve as the alternate.  They will appoint 
a chair at the first meeting. 
 
ACTIVITY UPDATE 

Planner Richardson updated the Commission on the new planner, Shawna Adams, who has joined the staff. 

Planning staff is reviewing a conditional use proposal for Jackson Street Youth Shelter as well as more complex 
applications including a conditional use for Mennonite Village and a 119-block residential subdivision in east 
Albany.  Staff is working on those applications that will eventually come before the Commission.  Several other 
smaller scale projects are in and much interest and activity is coming through the City. 

Lowe’s is expected to submit building permits this week. 

 3 



City of Albany – Planning Commission Minutes 
February 2, 2015 
 

Commissioner Goodman asked about the site where Ray’s used to be; Planner Richardson had no information.  
There was other discussion regarding the proposed Somerset subdivision.  Commissioner Godwin commented 
that the last approved subdivision had too little open space, and wanted to encourage staff to include open space 
requirements in the Code for new developments that would be community amenities.  Planner Richardson said 
any commissioner is welcome to raise these issues during meetings and also send him emails regarding 
Development Code issues do not provide results that the Commission wants to see for Albany.  He believes these 
kinds of issues are important to address and feedback from the Commission is valued.  Commissioner Rouse 
asked how often the Code is reviewed; she thought it was every 6 to 12 months.  Planner Richardson supports that 
idea and has raised it with the Community Development Director; his goal over the next year is to make a list of 
issues and evaluate them over the following year.  Commissioner Phillips wants more latitude to address issues 
that may be outside of proposals that come before the Commission; Planner Richardson said if the Planning 
Commission wants to discuss issues outside of a specific land use review it can be added as a regular agenda item.  
Chair Tomlin would like to see more time to discuss these issues on future agendas as time allows. 

NEXT PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING DATE 

To Be Determined 

ADJOURN 

Hearing no further business, Chair Tomlin adjourned the meeting at 6:02 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on File Signature on File 
 
 
Rachel Kutschera Bob Richardson 
Administrative Assistant Planning Manager 
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