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CITY OF ALBANY 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Calapooia Room, City Hall 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commission members present: Mike Graham, Sharon Edwards, Keith Underdahl, Russ Allen, Jill Van 

Buren 
 
Commission members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director; Katie Nooshazar, 

Recreation Programs Manager; Rick Barnett, Park Operations 
Supervisor; Gary Carlson, Park Operations Supervisor; Debbie Little, 
Administrative Services Coordinator. 

 
Guests Present: None 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mike Graham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF February 4, 2015. 
 

MOTION:  Keith Underdahl moved to approve the February 4, 2015 minutes as presented.  Sharon 
Edwards seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0.   

 
3. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC:     
  None 
 
4.  ACTION ITEMS:  

a. Final review and endorsement of department policy related to the display of signs and banners by 
third parties in parks and recreation facilities.  

Hodney reviewed the policy, and the revisions made from last meeting. The draft policy has been 
shared with other third party user groups, and Underdahl has briefed the AYSO board. No concerns 
were raised. Brief discussion followed. 

 
MOTION:  Russ Allen moved the Parks & Recreation Commission acknowledge they have reviewed 
and are supportive of the Sign and Banner Policy as presented.  Jill Ban Buren seconded the motion, 
and it passed 5-0.   

 
5.  DISCUSSION ITEMS:   

a. Parks & Recreation commissioner roles and responsibilities 

Continued from last meeting, the discussion of current roles of the Commission and how they interface 
with staff. Graham inquired what the Commissioners see as their role. He sees the Commissioners as 
advocates for recreation and parks as well as a sounding board for staff and community members. 
Underdahl noted the Commission brings forward issues or concerns from community members, and 
serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council. Allen added the Commission provides independent 
limited oversight, recommendations or suggestions to staff regarding recreation services offered to the 
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community. Hodney further noted the Commissioners promote the broader concepts of park and 
recreation leisure services for the community. Brief discussion followed. 

Hodney added it is his job to make sure the Commission has the information needed to effectively 
serve in the advisory capacity to the City Council and to the Parks & Recreation Director. 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
• Debbie will add Commissioners to the distribution list for news releases for Parks & Recreation. 
 

 b. Possible union of Tree Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission 

Hodney briefly discussed a few of the differences in the two commissions. He noted they have some 
identical subject matter, but the Tree Commission performs administrative functions regarding Heritage 
Tree designations, tree permits and appeals. Allen inquired how much time the Tree Commission 
spends on administrative duties.  

Hodney reminded the Commission that any changes to the Municipal Code will be postponed until a 
decision has been made regarding combining the Park & Recreation and Tree Commissions. If the two 
commissions combine, Hodney sees the process taking around four months to complete, which would 
include a transition plan, size of new commission, and new officers.  Brief discussion followed.  

 Questions: 
1. Number of administrative decisions made by Tree Commission? 
2. Nature of decisions and time allowance? 
3. How much information overlaps between commissions? 
4. How much time does the Tree Commission spend doing community activities? 

 
6.  REPORTS AND UPDATES 

a. Capital Project Update 

 Hodney noted there are no changes to the Capital Project Summary.    
 
Sunrise Park:  Hodney is working with the state, as wetlands have been discovered, which could cause 
the project to be delayed a few months. Assessment should be completed by mid March. 

 
Timber-Linn soccer fields: Knife River will be grading the field. They are coordinating with Park 
Maintenance to continue moving forward with this project.  

 
b. Department Performance Measures and Comparisons with Peer Agencies 

Hodney briefly reviewed the performance information that was included in the agenda packet. He also 
noted the data collected is not always a true comparison across the board with other agencies. He 
reminded the Commission that the Strategic Plan and budget information are used to implement 
activities and how those activities are reflected in the department performance measures. Brief 
discussion followed.  

  
c. Agenda Topics -April 

• FY 15-16 proposed budget  

• Continue discussion of combining the Tree Commission and Parks & Recreation Commission 

• Smoking as it relates to special events and parks 

 
d. Oregon Festivals and Events Conference report 

Nooshazar reported the Parks & Recreation Department and community partners received five Ovation 
awards for the events held in 2014. 
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 Innovation Award: NWAAF Red Robin Family Zone 

 Supplier of the Year: Takena Kiwanis  

 Most Innovative Marketing Piece or Campaign: Goodsnitch 

 Hidden Gem: Children’s Performing Art Series  

 Sponsor of the Year: Les Schwab 

Nooshazar and Recreation staff took the lead for planning, organizing, securing workshop presenters, 
and overall execution of the conference. Attendance was up from the last several years. 

Nooshazar provided an update on Recreation programs. 
• Summer Sounds is the new concert series for Monday evenings during the summer. Brookdale 

has returned as the title sponsor. 
• River Rhythms lineup has been released.  
• Northwest Art & Air Festival headliner, REO Speedwagon has cancelled; staff is working on 

securing another act.   
 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

None 
  
8.  BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION:  

Rob Romancier has been nominated by parents and is a finalist for the inaugural Comcast SportsNet 
Northwest All-Star Coach Program. The program is designed to recognize the top K-12 public school 
coaches in the region. Romancier has been coaching water polo at West Albany High School for over 
20 years. A short video was shown.  
 
In August, 2014, Van Buren asked about ownership of a wooden bench on the school side of 
Periwinkle Creek. It had become a gathering place for young adults who tend to use the ground as an 
ashtray and trash. She noted the bench had been moved to a better location and the porta pot had been 
removed. Van Buren wanted to thank Park Maintenance for the change. 
 
Graham asked if there was any new information regarding the proposal Parks & Recreation submitted 
to Linn County to market the Fair & Expo Center. Nooshazar noted proposals are being accepted until 
March 9, 2015.  
 
AYSO is looking into marketing options. They currently have 8% of school-age children, and they 
would like between 10-35%. The field enhancements at Timber Linn will provide more usable space 
which will help program growth. Nooshazar noted Parks & Recreation could be a resource and partner 
for marketing.  
 

9.  NEXT MEETING 
 

  The next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 1, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

10.  ADJOURNMENT 
  
  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Signature on file 

Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator 
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