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CITY OF ALBANY 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Calapooia Room, City Hall 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commission members present: Mike Graham, Sharon Edwards, Keith Underdahl, Russ Allen, Jill Van 

Buren  
 
Commission members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director; Katie Nooshazar, 

Recreation Programs Manager; Rob Romancier, Recreation Programs 
Manager; Rick Barnett, Park Operations Supervisor; Gary Carlson, 
Park Operations Supervisor; Debbie Little, Administrative Services 
Coordinator 

 
Guests Present: None  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mike Graham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF April 1, 2015 
 

MOTION:  Keith Underdahl moved to approve the April 1, 2015 minutes as presented. Jill Van Buren 
seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0.   

 
3. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC:     
  None 
 
4.  ACTION ITEMS:  

a. Proposed FY 2015-2016 Budget  

Hodney reviewed and distributed copies of Parks & Recreation Budget Presentation created for the 
Budget Committee. Additionally, he went over the notable changes in the proposed FY 2015-2016 
budget. Hodney noted the City Manager will be proposing changes to the Transient Room Tax 
allocation which could affect the amount of revenue that the department receives for trolley 
maintenance and the Northwest Art & Air Festival. Brief discussion followed.  
 
MOTION:  Russ Allen moved the Parks & Recreation Commission support the priorities established 
by Parks & Recreation Department. Additional tax revenue from the General Fund is needed to 
maintain and operate the parks and trails in Albany. Sharon Edwards seconded the motion, and it 
passed 5-0.   
  

5.  DISCUSSION ITEMS:   
 a. Possible union of Tree Commission and Parks & Recreation Commission 
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Hodney inquired if the commission was ready to move to the next step in the process, which is to craft 
the structure of the combined commission and changes to the ordinances. He also noted the Tree 
Commission is supportive of combining the commissions.    

ACTION ITEM: 
• Hodney will draft a proposed structure and present it to both commissions. 

 
6.  REPORTS AND UPDATES 

a. Capital Project Update 

 Hodney reviewed the Capital Project Summary.    
 
East Thornton Lake: Project on hold indefinitely. 
 
Sunrise Park:  Hodney continues to work with the state regarding the wetlands that have been 
discovered. Construction has been rescheduled for fall 2015. 

 
Timber-Linn soccer fields: Knife River will be grading the field. Trenching and piping will be 
contracted out for irrigation, and planting for Phase 1 should be done by the end of June. 
 
Park shelters at Gibson Hill, Takena, and Lexington Parks are scheduled to be installed by the end of 
June. Equipment has been received.  

 
 b. Staff Reports 

Katie Nooshazar announced that Northwest Art & Air Festival has secured Daughtry as the headliner on 
the Main Stage Saturday, August 22, 2015. Allen noted that Daughtry should draw a large crowd. 
Nooshazar also stated that the process for entry in to the Amphitheater will be the same as last year, with 
everyone getting a wristband so staff can monitor capacity. Once the Amphitheater has reached capacity, 
individuals can listen to the concert from other areas in the park. 
 
Romancier provided an update on aquatics programs.  

• ACP has several large events scheduled in May, which include two swim meets and a water 
polo tournament. 
 

Barnett and Carlson provided an update on park maintenance programs.  
• Completing spring clean up in the parks. 
• Maintenance for the softball fields is now the responsibility of the Park Maintenance 

Department, and pre-season preparation went well. Staff has received positive feedback from 
the players. 

 
Hodney informed the commission that the old backboards and baskets in the old tennis courts at 
Hackleman Park are being taken down and not replaced. They are not in usable condition, and the 
courts are currently used for pickle ball.  

 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 None 

   
8.  BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION:  

In August, 2014, Van Buren asked about ownership of a wooden bench on the school side of 
Periwinkle Creek. It had become a gathering place for young adults who tend to use the ground as an 
ashtray and trash. She noted the bench had been moved to a better location and the graffiti has been 
removed. Van Buren wanted to thank Park Maintenance for the change. 
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9.  NEXT MEETING 
 

  The next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, June 3, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

10.  ADJOURNMENT 
  
  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:05 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Signature on file 
Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator 
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