
  Approved: September 2, 2015 
 

CITY OF ALBANY 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Calapooia Room, City Hall 
Wednesday, July 1, 2015 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commission members present: Sharon Edwards, Keith Underdahl, Russ Allen, Jill Van Buren  
 
Commission members absent: Mike Graham 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director; Katie Nooshazar, 

Recreation Programs Manager; Rob Romancier, Recreation Programs 
Manager; Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator 

 
Guests Present: None  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Jill Van Buren called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF May 6, 2015 
 

MOTION:  Sharon Edwards moved to approve the May 6, 2015 minutes as presented. Keith 
Underdahl seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0.   

 
3. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC:     
  None 
 
4.  ACTION ITEMS:  

a. None 
 

5.  DISCUSSION ITEMS:   
 a. Promotion and support of non-profit youth sports organizations 

Allen inquired about including a brief list of other youth sports opportunities in the quarterly activity 
brochure produced by the department. He noted that smaller non-profit organizations often have a 
difficult time reaching their targeted market because of budget constraints. Hodney explained the 
logistics of producing the brochure and noted that a bigger issue was not just a layout or cost, but which 
organizations get included. Nooshazar added alternative options for partner marketing of outside 
organizations. Brief discussion followed.  

ACTION ITEM: 
• Brochure will direct customers to the Parks & Recreation web page for more information on other 

youth sports opportunities. This will begin with the winter quarter brochure after information has 
been requested from youth groups. 

 
 b. Possible union of Tree Commission and Parks & Recreation Commission 

Hodney is slowing down the process because of the high activity level of the department during the 
summer. The process will continue in the fall.    
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6.  REPORTS AND UPDATES 

a. Capital Project Update 

 Hodney reviewed the Capital Project Summary.    
 
Timber-Linn soccer fields: Currently looking for alternative contractors for grading as Knife River will 
not be able to grade the field as planned. Trenching and piping will be contracted out for irrigation. 
Hodney reminded Commissioners of the need for the project not to impact the Northwest Art & Air 
Festival.  
 
Park shelters at Gibson Hill, Takena, and Lexington Parks, installation is pending based on Park 
Maintenance staff availability. Equipment has been received.  
 
A consultant will be brought in to assist with updating the parks master plan, which will include 
reassessing unfinished projects. Representation from the Commission and various user groups will be 
invited to participate in the project. The process is planned to begin in the fall. 

 
 b. Staff Reports 

Katie Nooshazar provided an update on Recreation programs. 
• River Rhythms begins July 2, 2015 with Jelly Bread and a fireworks display after the concert. 
• Summer Sounds begins July 6, 2015 with The Coats. 
• Zumba! is being offered at Sunrise Park as part of a grant targeting under activity and Hispanic 

populations. 
• Summer camps have been expanded to five days a week and are full.  
• Partnering with GAPS to provide camp opportunities to youth with special needs. 
• Summer staff positions have been filled. Hiring process starts in March, and candidates need to 

be 18 years of age.  
• Volunteer opportunities still available for River Rhythms and Northwest Art & Air Festival. 
• FY 14-15 year end budget revenue projections are up. 
• The Foster Grandparent Program is transitioning to Cascades West Council of Governments.  

 
Romancier provided an update on aquatics programs.  

• ACP has a large state championship swim met scheduled in July. 
• Cool Pool had best June attendance and revenue since 2006. 
• Waverly boat use is down due to heat. 
• Working with Park Maintenance and state agencies for treatment of vegetation growth. 

 
 

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Hodney informed the commission that Jennifer Moody at the Democrat Herald is doing an article on 
the departments scholarship programs. Aquatics has an anonymous donor, and the Recreation program 
scholarships are funded through various partnerships. 
 
Two Rotary clubs participated in a work day along the Dave Clark Path as part of a lighting project 
CARA is considering funding. The project would replace and enhance the lighting at Monteith 
Riverpark and the Dave Clark Path.  

   
8.  BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION:  
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Underdahl inquired about any changes to the watering schedule for the parks do to the dryer weather. 
Hodney said that no changes are planned at this time.  
 

9.  NEXT MEETING 
 

  The next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, August 5, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

10.  ADJOURNMENT 
  
  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Signature on file 
 
Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator 
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