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CITY OF ALBANY 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Calapooia Room, City Hall 
Wednesday, September 2, 2015 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commission members present: Mike Graham, Russ Allen, Jill Van Buren  
 
Commission members absent: Sharon Edwards, Keith Underdahl 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director; Katie Nooshazar, 

Recreation Programs Manager; Rob Romancier, Recreation Programs 
Manager; Rick Barnett, Park Operations Supervisor; Gary Carlson, 
Park Operations Supervisor; Debbie Little, Administrative Services 
Coordinator 

 
Guests Present: None  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mike Graham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF July 1, 2015 
 

MOTION:  Jill Van Buren moved to approve the July 1, 2015 minutes as presented. Russ Allen 
seconded the motion, and it passed 3-0.   

 
3. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC:     
  None 
 
4.  ACTION ITEMS:  

a. None 
 

5.  DISCUSSION ITEMS:   
 None 

 
6.  REPORTS AND UPDATES 

a. Capital Project Update 

 Hodney reviewed the Capital Project Summary.    
 
Timber-Linn soccer fields: AYSO will be moving forward with Phase 1, which includes soil 
preparation and irrigation. Hodney and Carlson are coordinating with Dustin Denver, AYSO Regional 
Commissioner. 
 
Park shelter at Takena Park is scheduled for installation, and should break ground September 3, 2015.  
 
Sunrise Park:  Hodney continues to work with the state regarding the wetlands that have been 
discovered. Construction has been rescheduled for spring 2016. 
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 b. Staff Reports 

Katie Nooshazar provided an update on Recreation programs. 
• Over 700 kids attended  Fun in the Park, which featured themed activities 
• Camps offered were revamped and offered five days a week 
• Partnered with GAPS to provide opportunities to youth with special needs 
• Zumba! and soccer outreach programs drew an average of 40 per session. Programs were offered 

at Sunrise Park as part of a grant targeting under activity and Hispanic populations. 
 

 Summer Sounds  
• New series was well received. Attendance was up by 233% 
• Sponsorships increased by 278% 

  
 River Rhythms  

• Attendance was down due to the very hot summer temperatures 
• Sponsorships increased by 278% 
• VIP area substantially improved with Carino’s as the sponsor 
 

 Northwest Art & Air Festival  
• Over 55,000+ attended 
• 18,000+ attended the Daughtry concert  
• Young Eagles flights were cancelled Saturday afternoon and Sunday due to wildfire smoke 
• 26,000 people attended the Night Glow 
• Largest number of hot air balloons launched all three days of the event - 40 
• Sponsorships increased by 42% 
• Sunday’s concert, featuring Stone in Love, drew a very large crowd   

  
 Future happenings 

• Volunteer Recognition, September 10, 2015- Catered by No Baloney and Baskin Robbins 
• Octoberfest, October 8, 2015 
• Zombie Chase, October 10, 2015 
• Bling!, October  23, 2015 
• Thanksgiving Luncheon, November 19, 2015 
• Holiday Banquet, December 17, 2015 

 
 

Romancier provided an update on aquatics programs.  
• COOL! Pool had record numbers throughout the summer, with best June since 2006 
• Waverly boat use is down due to heat 
• Working with Park Maintenance and state agencies for treatment of vegetation growth in 

Waverly Lake 
• ACP completed several projects during the maintenance shut-down 

 
Barnett and Carlson provided an update on Park Maintenance. 

• Replacing bus used primarily to provide trips and tours to seniors 
• Trolley needs engine repair, targeted for fall 
• Lowe’s and Robinson Construction installed safety fencing and six electronic scoreboards at 

Bryant Park and Timber-Linn softball fields. A donation worth nearly $60,000. 
• A grant has been received from the Oregon Marine Board to assist with the construction of a 

new restroom at Bowman Park. The grant will provide 80% of the funding for the project. 
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7. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

The feedback Hodney has received regarding the work along the Dave Clark Path by two Rotary clubs 
has been very positive, and APD has requested an additional work day at Bowman Park to clear 
vegetation. 
 
Sixty goats will be spending the next couple of weeks munching their way through a 4-acre parcel of 
Takena Landing Park. The City is working with a Sherwood business, Goat Power*, to control the ivy 
and an aquatic invasive, water primrose, along the river. The City has partnered with Benton County 
Soil and Water Conservation District, and the project is funded through a grant through the Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement Board.  

 
8.  BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION:  

Allen asked about any possible changes how smoking in parks is handled at the events. Smoking areas 
have been designated at River Rhythms and NWAAF, but no changes to the ordinance are planned at 
this time. City Council did review the topic, and noted that any changes would be problematic to 
enforce. 
 

  Graham noted he was very impressed with the staff at the Northwest Art & Air Festival. Hodney  
  agreed, and added Albany’s model is exceptional, and the festival is award-winning. 

 
Allen asked for an update on listing information about other youth sports opportunities in the quarterly 
activity brochure produced by the department. In a previous meeting it had been decided to include a 
sentence directing customers to the Parks & Recreation web page for more information on other youth 
sports opportunities. Hodney noted that an internal process had yet to be created and an update would 
be provided at the next meeting. 

 
9.  NEXT MEETING 
 

  The next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 7, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

10.  ADJOURNMENT 
  
  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Signature on file 
 
Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator 
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