
APPROVED: March 4, 2015 
 

CITY OF ALBANY 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Fire Station 14 
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Commission members present:  Nicholas Fowler, Cynthia Greene, Loyd Henion, Mike Martin, Larry 

Nelson, Terry Virnig,  
  
Commission members absent: Rob Duncan, Jill Weissbeck  
 
Staff present: Mario Lattanzio, Police Chief; Meaza Ridley, Administrative Assistant 

I 
 
Public Guests: Connie and Ken Sansome 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Greene called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Terry Virnig made a motion to approve the minutes of November 5, 2014, meeting; Loyd Henion 
seconded the motion; and the minutes were approved.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Police Update – Chief Lattanzio 
 
Chief Lattanzio passed around some artwork from the architects of a rough draft exterior of the 
new building and interior floor plan.  This included a collage of the most popular exterior designs 
from the meeting and a concept image derived from those images. He mentioned the new 
CAD/Records Management System in the works as well as body cameras which require 
additional storage in the future. Costs have to be considered for future storage of any digital 
media. Cost estimates for the new police and fire buildings will be presented at City Council on 
February 25th.  The costs will still be within the range of the proposed bond which has to be 
approved by City Council to be included in the May 19th election. There was some discussion 
about the elevator location, slam lockers, evidence storage, solar panels on the roof, temporary 
holding cells, the K-9 cell, and a wash area for the K-9’s.  The department currently has three K-
9’s, including the drug K-9.  
 
Chief Lattanzio mentioned the murder that occurred Sunday night, February 1.  Oregon State 
Police is assisting with the investigation; they have more resources and training on things like 
blood splatter.  It was a father and son, and the son called 911 and was arrested on scene. 
 
Chief Lattanzio talked about the recent COMPSTAT numbers that are posted to the website every 
28 days. He explained them in more detail for the citizens who were in attendance.  Part I crimes 
are down 26% over the last two years. Call volume is up by six percent, self-initiated calls are 
also on the rise due to proactive contact for unusual activity which helps drive down crime.  Chief 
Lattanzio showed a map indicating where crime is the highest and how they determine where to 
focus.  He mentioned Parole and Probation help a lot with identifying people committing crimes 
from videos and images.  Chief Lattanzio stated he is used to having facial recognition software 
to use for identification of these items but we don’t have that available. That will be a project to 
find assistance with facial recognition. 
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Chief Lattanzio mentioned that many property crimes can be deterred by working with property 
owners.  He used the recent clean up around the McDonalds at I-5 as an example of how the 
police department can work with owners and other organizations to clean up areas and lower or 
eliminate crime.  He credited Community Education Specialist Sandy Roberts with bringing that 
project together with the help of ODOT.  Several commissioners mentioned the article that was in 
the Democrat Herald over the weekend and how positive it was.  Chief said that even with the 
crime rate reductions that have occurred, Albany is still significantly higher in Part I crimes than 
the Oregon average.  However, Albany is significantly lower in violent crimes than the Oregon 
average.  
 
Chief Lattanzio stated the department has one Officer vacancy and another coming from a 
retirement with another expected retirement this year.  One newly retired Lieutenant is working 
back and the Chief is hopeful a recruit can be hired and in training before the position is vacated.  
There is a hiring process happening but he may need to re-open it again in order to have a list of 
eligible candidates which is the goal.  
 
The new CAD/RMS system coming will help refine the numbers and provide more accuracy. The 
current system is antiquated.  The vehicle equipment had to be updated with the Windows 8 
upgrade and there are still some programs that won’t work with it. Looking at possibly working 
with LCSO for body cam policy and purchasing; hoping for grant money to become available to 
help.  Some states have laws where the officer has to tell the citizen they are being recorded so 
those state laws will hinder the body cam usage potentially because some circumstances will not 
allow the officer to state that.  
 
Guest Sansome questioned the application process for the commission position since both 
positions were re-appointed.  They also mentioned not having bike paths in North Albany is a big 
deal.  Terry Virnig encouraged them to attend the Bike and Pedestrian Commission meeting 
which is the second Tuesday of each month.    
 
Mike Martin mentioned the PAC that is helping distribute the bond information. Volunteers and 
donations are needed to help.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  

Elect Officer: Nick Fowler nominated Cynthia Greene for Chair, Mike Martin seconded the 
motion.  Mike Martin nominated Larry Nelson for Vice Chair, Nick Fowler seconded and Loyd 
Henion third.   
 
Chair Greene read an email from Rob Duncan resigning his position due to time constraints. 
 
Chair Greene commended the Public Safety Facility Committee for a wonderful job gathering 
information and getting assistance from CARA and Economic Development for the new 
buildings.   

  
GOOD OF ORDER 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE/LOCATION 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 4, 2015, at Station 13.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
 
Meaza Ridley 
Administrative Assistant I 


