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CITY OF ALBANY 

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

City Hall, Santiam Room 

333 Broadalbin SW 

Monday, June 1, 2015 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 Commission Members Present: Terry Crook (Chair), Ron Green (Vice Chair), Chuck Kratch, Will 

Sheppy 

Commission Members Absent:  Anne Taleff (excused) 

Staff Present: Ronald G. Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst; Irene Mann, PW 

Executive Assistant 

Others Present: Nicole Charlson (Traffic Safety Coordinator – Oregon Department of 

Transportation (ODOT), Tech Center) 

CALL TO ORDER 

Crook called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

There were no minutes to approve.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Crook asked about the lights on the railroad overpass on First Street. Irish said that he contacted the railroads about 

installing danger lights on the railroad overpass trestle.  He did not get a response, but he said the Albany City 

Manager is interested in the City doing the work.  The cost would be ~$60,000. 

Green mentioned a letter to the editor (Democrat Herald) about the roundabout on Springhill.  Irish said he did not 

see the letter, but would look into it. 

Irish discussed the changes about to occur as a result of the North Albany Road detour for the reconstruction and 

changes. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Irish discussed the three applications for the All Roads Transportation Safety (ARTS) Program, (the Oregon 

Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) safety program that addresses safety needs on all public roads in Oregon. 

It attempts to reduce crashes in high-crash locations (those sites with injury or fatalities).  Irish submitted three (3) 

applications—34
th
 (Oak/Columbus), Grand Prairie, and Queen and Geary.  Irish said the local match would be 

~$22,000 for all three projects.  Irish said he hoped to be able to bring the scope of work to the Commission for 

their review.   

 

NEW CONSTRUCTION UPDATES 

 Irish said that Lowes was obligated to open the store by the end of 2015. 

 Work on North Albany Road reconstruction was commencing.  Irish said it was safer to cross at a 

roundabout than at a signal. 

 Winco –will be the same footprint.  Irish was meeting with the Winco traffic engineer to discuss the 

additional trips that will be generated. 

 SnoTemp is expanding. 

 An AutoZone is being built just across from Lowes.  
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OTHER COMMENTS 

Kratch had some questions and wanted to discuss HB 3256 (a bill to establish infrastructure matching funds to 

allow the Department of Transportation to provide grants for transportation projects).  Irish had been to a meeting 

that provided legislative updates.  Kratch wanted to propose a resolution from the Traffic Safety Commission to the 

City Council to review and consider a letter of support.  Kratch said the Senate passed their version of the bill.  

Charlson researched it on the web and said that was not true, that it was referred to Ways and Means.  The motion 

was not seconded and it did not pass.  Irish said he would do some additional research and if it were true, would 

make a recommendation to the City Council.  Green then seconded the motion with the proviso that Irish do the 

research to find out more details. 

Kratch withdrew his motion.  If Irish finds out it would be helpful for the Commission to send a letter of support, he 

will send a memo to Council and email the Traffic Safety Commission. 

Charlson said that she has seen a dramatic increase in the number of pedestrian deaths (increase of 42%).  In 2014, 

there were 19 pedestrian deaths.  There were 35 to date in 2015.  She recommended wearing high visibility 

clothing.  She distributed some safety reflector sashes.  Irish took a few to distribute to the Bicycle Pedestrian 

Commission. 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting has been scheduled for August 3, 2015, at 10:00 a.m., in the Periwinkle Room. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:47 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Irene Mann, PW Executive Assistant 


