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CITY OF ALBANY 

ARTS COMMISSION 
Calapooia Room, Albany City Hall 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 
3:30 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Commission members present: Scott Lawley, Melissa Babcock Saylor, Jane Donovan, Rinee 

Merritt, Lynn Whitacre, Julie Jackson (arrived 3:39 p.m.) 
 
Commission members absent: Linda Herd 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director; Debbie Little, 

Administrative Services Coordinator 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.  
  

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

MOTION:  Melissa Babcock Saylor moved to approve the September 13, 2016 minutes as amended.  
Jane Donovan seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0. 
 

2. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC   

None  
 

3. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Potential 1% Art Fund for the Police Department 

Ed has requested the architectural drawings for the new Fire and Police stations relative to the 1% for 
art components of the projects as discussed in last month’s meeting. He noted that City Council has 
already provided direction to the Engineering Division to proceed with the plan as presented, so the 
time for input has passed. Approximately $47,000 of the police station project remains for 
commissioned public art, which could be located at the outdoor plaza or another location. Brief 
discussion followed. 

The Commission still needs to decide on the preferred location and process for commissioning art. 

Ed has received an email from an APD staff member with the suggestion of creating individual 
memorials for three fallen officers at the new station using the 1% for art funds. Julie had some 
concern that specific memorials for individuals would set a precedent to continue installing 
memorials in the future. Brief discussion followed. 

MOTION:  Julie Jackson moved to review previous locations identified by the Commission and 
select location for the public art to be commissioned with the 1% funds from the police station 
project.  Jane Donovan seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0. 
 
Rinee inquired about the selection process for the artist/contractor performing the restoration work on 
the original horse-drawn steam fire engine, and if preference was given to local artists. Ed noted the 
project requires such a specific skill set that there are a limited number of individuals who are 
qualified. Commission members can identify local qualified craftsmen and he will forward the 
information. 

 

b. Arts Master Plan 

Charlie Mitchell produced a scope of work and tentative timeline related to the public outreach 
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proposal. Charlie is employed by LBCC and Ed is currently looking into the option of creating an 
intergovernmental agreement with LBCC for Charlie’s services, which would require City Council 
approval, or going with a direct professional services agreement with Charlie. The cost would be 
approximately $5,000 for his consulting services. Brief discussion followed. 
 
Scott presented the draft PowerPoint presentation along with a questionnaire he created for the public 
forums. The presentation will help explain to the public why an Arts Master Plan is valuable. 
Commissioners can send pictures or suggestions/changes to Debbie to hold and will be available to 
share when the Commission is ready to move forward. Ed suggested turning the questionnaire into an 
online survey that could be completed by individuals who are not able to attend one of the public 
meetings. Brief discussion followed. 
  

4. ACTION ITEMS 

None 
 
5. EXHIBITS 

None  
 
6. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 

Scott and Rinee attended the Oregon Arts Summit in Corvallis. Both shared positive feedback from 
attending; they made new connections and gained a larger sense of how important the arts are in 
Oregon. Rinee noted the speakers on cultural diversity were very powerful. The Oregon Arts 
Commission could be a resource for grant funds in the future once the master plan is in place. 
 
Julie noted the City of Springfield recently installed a large piece of public art that cost approximately 
$350,000. She wanted to share with the Commission as a point of reference for the cost of public art.  
 
Rinee shared the City of Corvallis is freshening up the city by painting the alleyways. Local artists are 
creating large murals in the alleys.  
 
Melissa shared that Gallery Calapooia is looking into selling logoed tote bags with a portion of the 
purchase price going towards public art. 
 
Jane announced Steven Nousen is scheduled to give a free presentation, “An Evening with Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin: Time to Choose,” Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in the Forum at 
LBCC. The presentation is sponsored by Cascade Chautaqua and the Linn County Cultural Coalition.  
 
Jane also noted the next grant funding cycle for the Linn County Cultural Coalition will be around the 
end of January 2017. 

 
7. NEXT MEETING 

The next regularly-scheduled meeting is November 8, 2016 in the Calapooia Room in City Hall.  
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Signature on file 

Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator, Albany Parks & Recreation 
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