
APPROVED:  March 14, 2016 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Iris Carrasco, Tara Dixson, Chris Equinoa, 
Sharon Konopa, Dick Olsen, Joann Zimmer  

Commissioners Absent: Dan Sullivan (excused), Terry Knoll (excused), 
Nathan Brown, one vacancy 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, 
Planning Manager; Rachel Kutschera, 
Administrative Assistant I 

Others Present: Eight representatives/grant applicants   

CALL TO ORDER:     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m.   

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Equinoa moved to appoint Joann Zimmer as Chair; Konopa seconded.  Equinoa moved to appoint Tara 
Dixson as Vice-Chair; Zimmer seconded.  There was no discussion.  A vote was taken and passed 6-0. 

Zimmer asked about the vacant position; Konopa is waiting to hear back from a potential applicant. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Equinoa moved to approve the December 14, 2015 minutes as stated, and Dixson seconded. A vote was 
taken and passed 6-0. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None.   

PUBLIC SERVICES GRANT APPLICATION PRESENTATIONS 

Catlin briefly introduced the format to the applicants.  Presentations are limited to five minutes. 

1. Albany Helping Hands (AHA); Dan Kress, Executive Director.  Mr. Kress provided a handout 
and PowerPoint presentation (see agenda packet).   Asking for $20,000 for an employment 
coordinator to help approximately 100 homeless residents gain employment. 
 
Konopa said she is pleased to see them going in this direction; she met with people two years ago 
and see a strong need in the community to help unemployed people become employable. 
 
Kress said a person has been selected for the position already; a man who is recently retired and is 
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working as a volunteer now to interview guests, help with resumes, and help guests develop job 
skills.  Olsen asked about other costs for inmates; Kress got the costs from the DOC websites.  
Olsen thinks it’s a good thing that AHA is helping this group of people.  Konopa asked if the 
program could happen for others in the community such as classes at other locations; Kress said 
yes, but it would need a follow up component of the program. 
 
Zimmer asked if the program would be internal to AHA only or partnering with other groups; 
Kress said they already have some partnerships and want to have more.  AHA representative 
Michael Davis testified that many parts of the program are helpful in terms of job skills training. 
 
Catlin clarified that funds may not be ready until August 2016, but the earliest is July 1; she will 
try to have contracts ready so work can begin as soon as the money is ready to be disbursed. 
 

2. CASA of Linn County; Molly Chambers, Program Manager.  CASA’s proposal is to expand 
existing service.  CASA provides volunteer advocates for children who are wards of the court.  
They plan to spend funds on serving 15 children from the Albany area, by recruiting and 
screening volunteers, providing initial and ongoing volunteer training, and volunteer support via 
paid staff.  CASA works with courts, child protective services, and other non-profit agencies.  
About 70 kids are on the wait list from Linn County, so there is a very real need for more 
volunteers, paid staff, training materials, and opportunities.   
 
Catlin asked if additional staff would be hired with the funds; Chambers said yes.  Discussion 
followed.  Currently they are seeking a half-time volunteer coordinator to oversee 30 volunteers; 
10 volunteers are starting tomorrow and then they will be at capacity. 
 
Konopa asked what current funding is going toward; Chambers said one, half time position, but 
there are three trainers currently using the funding to fill the need. 
 
Dixson asked how many volunteers would be recruited; Chambers said about 10.  Dixson asked if 
volunteers were waiting to take classes; Chambers said no, that would happen after they begin the 
next round of recruiting.  Zimmer asked if the current program would end if funds weren’t 
awarded, or if it would be able to continue; Chambers said it could continue, but not serve more 
children than they are now.  Zimmer asked how much of current caseload is Albany specific; 
Chambers said about 55-60%. 
 
Olsen asked how they are involved with ABC House; Chambers said ABC provides point-in-time 
vital help services, whereas CASA stays with assigned children throughout the life of the case 
and wherever the children go. 
 

3. Jackson Street Youth Services (JSYS); Andrea Myhre, Associate Director.  Asking for support 
for the shelter that opened last year in Albany.  JSYS has served about 30 youth since last May 
and 12 in December alone.  Current capacity in the house is 10 beds.  They provide emergency 
shelter and support services to at-risk youth, 10-18 years old.  They propose to serve at least 60 
youth, and most will be low income or homeless, but not all.  Some come from chaotic homes 
and need extra support and basic needs such as meals and hygiene supplies.  Most youth stay an 
average of two weeks, but some stay up to a year or more.  The proposal meets the Consolidated 
Plan Goal to reduce homelessness.  Performance measures are linked to federal grants they 
receive as well.  They are asking for funding to support case worker staff for the Albany shelter to 
continue getting established in the community. 
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Olsen asked where the shelter is if the skate park across the street is a plus or minus; she said it’s 
a benefit since homeless kids hang out there a lot.  Zimmer said she is on the board of JSYS and 
won’t participate in the discussion or vote to them; Olsen asked if the outreach center is still 
working; she said over 1500 youth were served there last year.   
 

4. Community Services Consortium (CSC); Armand Schoppy, Teacher and Sean Larsen, Manager.  
Schoppy provided a handout (see agenda packet).  CSC is asking for funds for their YouthBuild 
program, for a partnership between YouthBuild and their weatherization program. It is a 
construction program helping 16-24 year olds gain workforce skills, job training, obtain a GED, 
and career exploration.  They work primarily with low-income youth.  Eight youth are targeted 
with the requested funds.  The program exists currently, so funds would help employ an 
additional crew leader.  Tracts 204 and 208 are targeted, where there are homes that need 
weatherization.  They are targeting five homes.  Youth in the program are also enrolled as 
AmeriCorps volunteers, which comes with extra benefits and funds for continuing education.   
 
Carrasco asked how specifically recruitment is conducted;  Schoppy said they target youth in 
Linn County by advertizing on Craig’s List, through school districts, partner agencies, DHS, and 
word of mouth referrals.  Carrasco asked if any are Spanish speakers, since many people who 
need work on their homes are Spanish speaking and can related to people who look like them.  
Schoppy said he has no Spanish-speakers currently, but they are equal opportunity.  Carrasco said 
it would be nice to have the ability to outreach to Spanish-speakers.  Larsen said that is good 
input; Catlin said knowing where to do outreach would help too; Carrasco said perhaps through 
Albany Options school and churches.  Equinoa said to speak to counselors at West and South 
(High Schools) where there are building programs would be good too.  Konopa said it is a 
valuable, needed program with good services.  Dixson asked if a GED wasn’t a goal, but job 
skills were, would someone still qualify to participate?  Larsen said they currently need to focus 
on out-of-school youth, but in the future want to include those who don’t need a GED, which is 
usually funding-dependent.  Dixson asked if transportation was included; Larsen said yes, and 
they hope to move into a new building on Ferry Street that would be a more central location.  
 

5. Family Tree Relief Nursery; Renee Smith, Executive Director.  Supports and nurtures high-risk 
children and their families.  Funds would be used to supply home-visiting services for families 
with children under two years old.  Infant deaths less likely at this age if services are provided.  
They anticipate serving at least 55 Albany residents, which would exceed last year’s numbers.  
They want to ensure 90% of children served remain with their families and not enter into foster 
care.  About $3,000 needed per year to serve a family here, whereas costs can be $20,000-
100,000 if they enter the system.  Last year’s funds were leveraged with other funds, and this year 
they are asking for less to do the same thing.   
 
Carrasco said she has heard really great things in the community about what they do, especially in 
the Spanish-speaking community.  Smith said they are still working to get staff who can work 
with Spanish speakers.    

Catlin said CDC could follow the same format as last year to score applications and award funds.  
Estimated funds are $55,000, but a final amount hasn’t been determined.  Discussion followed.  Konopa 
would like to see year-to-date expenditures to organizational budgets to assess financial need. Catlin 
directed the CDC to the project budgets for the requested funds provided by the agencies.   

Zimmer would like to see more participation from some agencies; Equinoa said his focus is on getting 
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kids the help they need and that’s how he scores.  Zimmer asked if setting a priority for the CDC should 
be set ahead of awarding funds.  Catlin said the next Consolidated Plan can be focused differently, but is 
general enough to cover everything right now.  Konopa feels it is difficult for her to focus on specific 
interests rather than what is most helpful to the City.  Equinoa asked to get a consensus on whether to 
fund all applicants partially, or cut out the lowest ranking.  The group decided to score applications 
individually first and wait until the next meeting to decide. 

Catlin said an additional application from Love Inc. was received for funds for acquisition in order to 
move their services to a new location.  There is not a line item in the budget, but it can be added under a 
separate heading using unallocated funds.  Love Inc. will present next week.  Discussion followed about 
eligibility and the possibility of other housing organizations’ chances to apply. 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:45 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING  

February 8, 2016 
 
Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

Signature on File    Signature on File 
 
Rachel Kutschera    Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant   Planner III 
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