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CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Karen Cardosa, Tara Dixson, Chris Equinoa, 
Terry Knoll, Sharon Konopa, Joann Zimmer  

Commissioners Absent: Nathan Brown, Iris Carrasco, Dan Sullivan 
(excused), Dick Olsen (excused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, 
Planning Manager; Rachel Kutschera, 
Administrative Assistant I 

Others Present: Joel Dahl (Grant Applicant), Mike Davis 
(Oxford House), John Phelps (C.H.A.N.C.E.) 

CALL TO ORDER:     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Equinoa moved to approve the March 14, 2016 minutes as stated.  Knoll seconded.  A vote was taken and 
the motion passed 6-0. 

SMALL BUSINESS GRANT APPLICATION 

Catlin reviewed Mr. Dahl’s grant application for $8,000 and current status.  She has no concerns about the 
application.  Equinoa asked to see the cash flow projections.  The applicant submitted those documents 
and provided an oral presentation for the group.  He has started interviewing potential employees.  He is 
currently working for another company but is ready to turn in his paperwork to get a CCB license.   

Zimmer asked about the bids that he is waiting on for specific jobs. Dahl listed them and said they are 
ready to be worked on as soon as his business is legal.  Catlin asked about his lead paint certification, and 
he said that is next on his list to get.   

Mr. Davis said there is a lot of collaborative work happening, which is good for the community.  Konopa 
said many people want to start businesses but this is unique because he’s reaching into a certain niche, 
which is what she’s been working towards – getting unemployable people into jobs and become 
employable.  Zimmer said many of these types of things are geared toward larger cities instead of what’s 
relevant in local communities, and businesses like this meet that goal, and she applauds his work in the 
local community. 
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Dixson asked if his employees would be able to drive and he said yes.  Equinoa asked where he’s getting 
his equipment so cheaply, and he said he has connections who are able to get items at a reasonable price 
for him.  Knoll asked about some specific budget items and how he calculated overhead.  Discussion 
followed.  Knoll asked how he got experience in construction and he listed jobs he’s had and his current 
job with Pride Construction, where he plans on staying for a few years so he can continue to learn.   

Catlin mentioned that the business will need to meet all federal regulations such as equal opportunity 
employment and City regulations such as those for home-based businesses, and wants to ensure the 
applicant understands those as part of the grant.  Discussion followed.   

MOTION:  Knoll moved to approve the grant application, contingent upon obtaining a business license 
and meeting all other requirements.  Dixson seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 6-0.   

PUBLIC INPUT PLANNING 

Catlin reviewed needs for implementing public input and long-term goals and how they might be met, 
such as using an RFP/RFQ process, and reaching out to agencies to assess needs beyond direct contacts of 
the CDC. Discussion followed regarding assessing the Hispanic population needs, thinking ahead to the 
next five-year plan goals, and do long term planning.   

Equinoa asked how effective it is to advertise in the newspaper and how the CDC can plan strategically.  
Catlin said the next annual plan and the Fair Housing Analysis are due to HUD May 15, 2017 and we will 
need to hear from agencies much earlier than that to know what future projects are coming up that need 
funding. Konopa suggested Facebook pages such as Albany Happenings where people are often 
networking.  Catlin suggested CDC meetings could serve as a forum for input from agencies by program 
area. Topic areas could be homelessness; affordable housing; economic development; social services. 
Knoll suggested providing opportunities for public input at other events such as housing and homeless 
resource fairs.  Discussion followed.   

Zimmer asked Catlin to prepare a plan and share it with the group. Richardson said he could collaborate 
with Catlin to structure meetings and develop focused questions, and the group agreed that would help 
solicit specific input from different groups and individuals.  Zimmer suggested that some meetings might 
occur after work hours so more people could attend, and she would be willing to help with those.   

Catlin said she is planning fair housing training in English and in Spanish and plans to use those 
workshops as an opportunity to gather input on needs while translation services are available. 

PROGRAM UPDATES 

Catlin provided a handout of quarterly reports that were recently received (see agenda packet).  She then 
gave an update on the Sunrise Park wetland issue and said there are more standards to meet before the 
permit is issued, such as stormwater drainage management plans. She is working on getting that 
information to the regulatory agencies and will wait to find out what mitigation might be required. 

Regarding 19th Avenue sidewalks in the Sunrise area, she doesn’t have a construction schedule, but is 
pushing to have it completed before school starts in the fall and will keep the group updated.   

The Dave Clark path curb ramps are also on the schedule, and other Sunrise area sidewalk projects can be 
scheduled when costs are known and remaining funds after the Sunrise Park remodel is complete. Catlin 
also noted that some sidewalk needs in the Sunrise area are included in the CIP. 
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Zimmer said Jackson Street Shelters hit a milestone last month when both shelters were full and there was 
a waiting list about a week out.  There is now a mental health professional on staff.   

Catlin said a summer schedule would be sent out to ensure a quorum would be at each meeting.  The next 
meeting is tentatively scheduled for June 20. 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:16 p.m. 

 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

Signature on File     Signature on File 
 
Rachel Kutschera    Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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