
APPROVED:  September 12, 2016 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, July 18, 2016 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Karen Cardosa, Terry Knoll, Sharon Konopa, Dick 
Olsen, Dan Sullivan (arrived at 12:10), Joann Zimmer 

Commissioners Absent: Iris Carrasco (unexcused), Nathan Brown (unexcused) 
Tara Dixson (excused), Chris Equinoa (excused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Rachel Kutschera, Administrative Assistant I 

Others Present: Six others in the audience 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Knoll moved to approve the June 20, 2016 minutes as stated.  Sullivan seconded.  A vote was taken and 
passed by 6-0. 

HOMELESS AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING AGENCY SESSIONS 

Catlin provided a brief overview of the purpose of the agency consultation sessions, which will drive 
upcoming Action Plan goals and priority needs to be addressed in the Consolidated Plan.   

The organizations that gave presentations were Linn County Health Services (Todd Noble), Linn-Benton 
Housing Authority (Donna Holt), Community Services Consortium – Housing Programs (Pegge McGuire 
and Joe Collett), Albany Partnership for Housing and Community Development (Annie McDonald), and 
Jackson Street Youth Services (Andrea Myhre).  Discussion and questions followed each of the 
presentations.  Catlin and Konopa are City representatives appointed to the board of the Albany 
Partnership; Knoll is an employee of CSC, and Zimmer is on the board of Jackson Street. 

Noble provided a summary handout (see agenda packet) and reviewed the main issues regarding available 
beds and changes occurring at the state level.  Two main issues are supportive housing projects that 
protect vulnerable populations and crisis-respite services.  They try to work with landlords to keep at-risk 
clients in their homes if possible.  If mental-health clients end up in hospitals or at other agencies, they try 
to find the best places for them.   People are put up in hotels every day of the week.  Noble spends a lot of 
time recruiting therapists and other professionals.    

Holt provided a summary handout (see agenda packet) and reviewed the main needs.  Housing 
availability is a major issue and relates to several other issues with program rules, vouchers for paying 



Community Development Commission  
July 18, 2016 Minutes   
Page 2 of 2 

rent, and the number of people in crisis.  Advocacy and partnership is important on the state and federal 
levels.  Olsen asked if there was a problem with the numbers of people moving here from other places.  
Holt said that is contributing to the issue. 

McGuire provided a brochure (see agenda packet) and Collett discussed the weatherization program.  
Current CDBG funds are being used in their programs.  They have a long wait list and limited resources, 
sometimes as long as three years before clients can get help.  They are working on starting a pilot 
program to help children with health issues and depression. 

McDonald provided a summary handout (see agenda packet) and said that they face all the same issues 
that the other presenters talked about.  They use a team concept and collaborate with other agencies to 
support clients with complex needs.  Uniting resources helps distribute them in a more effective way.  
There are only three full-time and five part-time staff, so they have to work very efficiently.  They are 
starting a large rehabilitation project funded by a large grant from the City, to make needed improvements 
on many of their buildings.  Konopa mentioned that higher income levels were expected of their tenants 
than what actually came in, so there was far less reserve funding for building maintenance, and because of 
significant building defects, more funding is needed to repair the buildings.   

Myhre provided a handout (see agenda packet) and discussed a continuum of services available to 
runaway and homeless youth.  The Albany shelter has been full for the past six months, and the shelter in 
Benton County also serves Linn County youth when needed.  They feel positive about the impact to the 
local community.  Many homeless youth are with family, but unaccompanied youth are present as well.   

PROGRAM UPDATES 

The 19th Avenue project is out for bid; Catlin will provide updates as they are available. 

Sunrise Park improvement plans and agreements are still under review by federal environmental agencies. 

There will be no August meeting, and the CAPER will go before City Council on September 14.  The 
next CDC Meeting will be moved to September 12.   

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:48 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

Signature on file Signature on file 
Rachel Kutschera    Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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