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CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, November 21, 2016 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioner Members Present: Karen Cardosa, Tara Dixson, Chris Equinoa, Sharon 
Konopa, Joann Zimmer, Terry Knoll, Daniel Sullivan, 
Iris Carrasco 

 Commissioners Absent: Nathan Brown (unexcused), Dick Olsen (unexcused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I 

Others Present: No others in the audience 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:07 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC   

None 

HOUSING REHAB GRANT REVIEW 

Catlin opened by explaining that the Community Services Consortium (CSC) currently issues grants up to 
$10,000 for housing rehabilitation, but this amount can be higher with Commission approval.  She explained 
there is a request for housing rehabilitation grant that exceeds $10,000 for needed repairs; the home and was 
denied weatherization assistance due to foundation issues.  The estimated cost of repairs was $15,000-18,000.   
If she could get the foundation repaired, she would be eligible for weatherization through the CSC.  Zimmer 
asked if the applicant was going to be able to afford to stay in the home.  Catlin stated that there is currently no 
minimum time requirement to stay in the home after obtaining a grant from the CDBG.  The Commission 
would need to consider this and figure out how to track it.   

Konopa inquired about the value of the home and if the house had “good bones.”  She stated that if it was 
historic, it needed to be preserved.  Catlin confirmed that the home was not on the historic inventory.  Catlin 
further explained that the main issue was the foundation, and fixing the home would be valuable to the 
applicant and to the neighborhood.  Zimmer added that this would make it more “sellable” in the future.  
Sullivan wanted to know if the applicant’s health was good enough to allow her to remain in independent 
living.  Knoll replied that the applicant had no debilitating disabilities.  Catlin stated that, according to the 
handout, the house was valued at $76,000 (See Agenda Packet).  Zimmer noted that the electrical panel would 
also need to be replaced.  Sullivan asked the Commissioners if there were any obvious reasons not to approve 
the request.  Zimmer pointed out that the Community Development Commission was behind in spending in 
this category.  Catlin advised the Commission that if they were to consider this request, they should ask for up 
to $18,000.  Sullivan thought this was a worthy project because the house was currently a safety hazard.  
Equinoa asked if the house was sturdy enough to be lifted to repair the foundation.  Knoll replied that this 
would be determined at bidding.  Discussion followed.  Konopa voiced that conditions would be needed in 
order to approve the request.  Knoll stressed that weatherization could not be done until foundation and 
electrical issues were resolved.   
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Motion: Equinoa moved to table the request until further information could be provided about whether the 
investment would benefit both the owner and the city.  Sullivan seconded.  The motion passed 7-0.  Knoll 
abstained due to conflict of interest.   

Catlin stated that she would have someone from the CSC attend the next meeting to provide further 
information.  Konopa requested any inspection reports that were available to be presented.   

2017-18 CITY CDBG ACTIVITIES 

Catlin opened the discussion by pointing out the list of eligible activities (See Agenda Packet).  Catlin 
asked the Commission to start thinking about prioritizing city initiated projects this month and next month 
before requests for proposals for projects is due at the end of January.  

She referenced the CARA Historic Homebuyer Loan Program flyer included as Attachment B.  It was 
suggested last month that CDBG funds be paired with this program in order to provide incentives to 
rehabilitate homes in the Hackleman District.  Richardson asked if the idea was to target CDBG money to 
prioritize pairing with CARA.  Catlin replied that it could be, but other ideas could also be entertained. 
Konopa stated that CARA hasn’t seen enough investment put into the Hackleman district.  CARA 
introduced a homebuyer program about a year ago to convert multi-family homes back to single-family 
and would like more investment to take place in this program.  Konopa went on to explain that the 
program parameters had recently changed in order to spark more interest.  She suggested that if an 
applicant had a certain amount of money, then CARA could match it, and maybe CDBG could match it as 
well.  Catlin pointed out that an applicant would have to live in the home and qualify as low-income in 
order to qualify for the CDBG program.  Konopa asked if there were any mailings sent out to this area.  
Catlin said there were not.  Discussion followed.  Dixson asked for clarification on CDC involvement.  
Konopa answered that the CDC would be involved if a home buyer needed assistance to rehabilitate a 
property.  Catlin explained that low-income home owners could currently apply for CDBG rehab funds 
through Community Services Consortium.  Zimmer asked about using CDBG funds as a down payment 
for an applicant.  Carrasco suggested teaming up with first-time home buyer programs.  Equinoa asked 
about affordability of houses in the Hackleman area and if low-income residents could afford 
rehabilitation after purchasing a home.  Several commissioners supported the suggestion to look at 
assisting in home purchases in any area, not just in the Hackleman District.  Konopa was concerned about 
getting too many applications.  Catlin suggested staff think more about the suggestions and bring back 
program ideas.  Richardson concurred and pointed out that concepts would have to be brought forth 
before specific requirements could be put into place.  

Catlin suggested another program idea to consider that the City or a partner agency acquire properties 
with dilapidated single-wide manufactured homes, several with active compliance cases and unlivable 
conditions, and removing the home to build safer affordable homes.  She handed out information on one 
suggested property (see Agenda Packet), that the City had been trying to vacate due to unsafe conditions.  
Earlier this year, the property owner asked the City if anyone was interested in buying it.  Konopa stated 
the City had purchased lots around the treatment plant in the past with Public Works funds.   

Carrasco asked about how to educate tenants and help them relocate.  Catlin stated she would research 
this and bring information to the next meeting.  The CDBG program would have to pay relocation costs. 
She explained the procedures for acquisition and rehabilitation.  Previous cases of similar conditions in 
other areas were discussed.  Catlin pointed out that the City cannot be the builder of affordable housing, 
but other agencies may be able to assist.  Discussion followed.  
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Catlin said the discussion of the City’s small grant program for small businesses (Agenda Attachment C) 
would be tabled to the next CDC meeting.  She has scheduled a meeting with Linn Benton Community 
College and Cascades West Council of Government economic development staff to talk about program 
needs.  

PROGRAM UPDATES 

Catlin offered the small business grant updates: 

• Two Chicks Conspiracy will be moving forward with the small business grant.  
• Apex Property Clearing will be moving forward with the land use applications needed to receive 

the small business grant.   

Catlin handed out a page from the draft Request for Proposals (see Agenda Packet) to get input on the 
proposal priorities and rating criteria for non public-service CDBG grant applications.  Carrasco 
suggested adding diversity to the application evaluation and selection rating system.  Zimmer suggested 
adding a priority that focused on gaps not currently being addressed and to add “encourage innovation” to 
the point system.  

Catlin stated that several agencies have expressed interest in applying for the other CDBG funds.  Several 
pre-application meetings have been scheduled.  

NEXT MEETING DATE 

December 19, 2016 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:31 p.m. 

 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

Signature on file Signature on file  
  
Edie O’Neil     Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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