
APPROVED: April 6, 2016 

CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Council Chambers 
333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 
6:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Bill Ryals called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present:  Bill Ryals, Keith Kolkow, Cathy LeSeur, Larry Preston, Jolene Thomson 

Commissioners Absent:  David Abarr (excused), Kerry McQuillin (excused) 

Staff Present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Shawna Adams, Planner I;  

Teresa Nix, Recorder 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Historic Review of Exterior Alterations (HI-01-16) 

Opening: 

Chair Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:03 p.m.  

Declarations: 

Conflicts of Interest:   None. 
Ex Parte Contact: None. 
Site Visits: All Commissioners present had been to the site and had some knowledge of what 

was occurring there. 
Abstentions:  None. 
Challenges:  None. 

Procedures: 

Planning Manager Bob Richardson reviewed the hearing procedures. 
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Staff Report: 

Planner Shawna Adams reviewed the request to install a total of twelve metal vents on the north, west, 
east, and south elevations of the historic Fortmiller Building at 420 Third Avenue SW.  The vents are part 
of a larger project to rehabilitate the Fortmiller building for commercial and residential use, and will 
accommodate individual ductless heating, ventilation, and cooling (HVAC) units for the residential and 
commercial units and common areas within the building.  She reviewed the applicable review criteria and 
staff analysis as detailed in the written staff report.  Staff recommended the request be approved with four 
conditions of approval as provided in the written staff report.    

Questions from the Commission:  

None. 

Testimony: 

Applicant   
Scott Lepman, 100 Ferry Street NW, introduced himself and Spencer Lepman, his brother and partner on 
the project.  He submitted and reviewed a packet of information (see agenda file), which included photos 
of existing conditions, as well as information and graphics related to the proposed alterations.  He said the 
type of materials available are not the same as what was historically used; however, they want to keep the 
look the same.  He said they want to bring the building to current market standard as far as livability and 
function and, because they are introducing residential units into the building, additional venting, heating, 
and cooling is necessary.  He concurred with staff’s recommendation regarding approval of the 
application, and he offered to answer any questions. 

In response to questions from Commissioner Preston, the applicants referred to the submitted information 
and reviewed existing venting in the attic, kitchen, and bathrooms areas.  They said that any vents not 
shown on the architectural drawings would not remain, that the bathroom vents would go to a heat 
exchange before being vented outside which would minimize the number of exterior vents, and that the 
vents would be on the east and west sides of the building.  

Chair Ryals suggested that the incidental vents should be done in the simplest way possible as opposed to 
framing them out in a way that calls attention to them.  He noted that trim may be needed on the larger 
vents for weather protection. 

In Favor – None.  

Opposed – None.  

Neutral – None.  

Rebuttal – None.  

Staff Response 
Planning Manager Richardson clarified that there is at least one vent shown on the front side of the 
building.  He referred to the Chair’s comment regarding trim around the vents, and he noted the 
recommended condition of approval states they will be installed without trim.  The Commission could 
choose to change that condition. 
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Chair Ryals said he does not want the vents to be more noticeable than necessary; however, minimal trim 
may be needed to seal the openings to the weather.  Lepman responded that the louvers may have trim 
built in so additional trim is not needed.  If trim is needed, they will cut it so it is not visible behind the 
grill. 

Close the Public Hearing:   

Chair Ryals closed the public hearing at 6:27 p.m. 

Discussion and Decision: 

MOTION:  Commissioner Thomson moved that the Landmarks Advisory Commission approve with 
conditions the Historic Review of Exterior Alterations application to install twelve metal vents on the 
exterior walls of the historic Fortmiller Building at 420 Third Avenue SW, as described in the application 
and staff report for planning file HI-01-16.  The motion is based on findings and conclusions in the 
February 24, 2016, staff report to the Commission, and findings made by the Commission during 
deliberations on the matter.  Commissioner Preston seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0. 

The Chair said this decision may be appealed to the City Council with 10 days of the date the notice of 
decision is mailed. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH 

HP Month Activities 

Planner Adams said she met with Commissioner Preston and Rebecca Bond from the Albany Visitors 
Association to brainstorm potential Historic Preservation Month activities.  Ideas that rose to the top 
included a History Bites presentation in coordination with Central School and its anniversary event, a 
workshop for researching your house history, a Monteith tour, a coloring contest, and an architectural 
scavenger hunt.  Commissioner Preston provided an update on his discussions and coordination with 
Central School staff and others on some of these events.  Planner Adams noted the City Hall display case 
is available, and she invited additional ideas and comments. 

Commissioner Kolkow listed several activities that he would like to include this year – organize another 
preservation talk similar to last year, a welcome tour downtown or in the Hackleman District, and an 
educational event at Carnegie library.     

Chair Ryals said that Charles Burggraf was an incredible architect and designer in Albany’s history.  He 
suggested that there could be a scavenger hunt in his buildings around town, and potentially a showcase 
of his work in the City Hall lobby display.  Chair Ryals said he would provide pictures for the coloring 
contest.   

The Commission discussed ways to get the word out, including an article in the City Bridges newsletter.   

HP Month Awards 

Planner Adams reviewed the staff memo, which includes names and groups nominated at the last 
meeting, as well as a list of past Historic Preservation Month award recipients.  Staff will contact 
Commissioner Abarr to see if he is still interested in nominating the building he mentioned at the last 
meeting.   
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Chair Ryals said that carvers at the Albany Historic Carousel and Museum have agreed to carve the cow’s 
head for the Novak’s building, and he suggested that it may be more appropriate to give a preservation 
award to that building next year, after the project is complete.  Brief discussion followed. 

Planner Adams invited Commissioners to contact staff with additional nominees.  A finalized list will be 
brought back for a formal decision at the next meeting. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

February 3, 2016 

MOTION:  Commissioner Kolkow moved to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Preston seconded the 
motion, and it passed 5-0.   

NEXT MEETING DATE 

April 6, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:57 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on File Signature on File 
 
Teresa Nix Shawna Adams 
Recorder Planner I 
 


