
APPROVED:  February 2, 2017 

CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Municipal Court Chambers 
333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, November 2, 2016 
6:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: David Abarr, Cathy LeSuer, Kerry McQuillin, Larry Preston, Bill Ryals, 
Jolene Thomson 

Commissioners Absent:  Keith Kolkow (excused) 

Staff Present: Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I, Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Ryals called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC None 

DEBRIEF OF OCTOBER MEETING 

Commissioner Ryals began the discussion by asking what limitations there were on making conditions for 
requiring applicants to work with the Commission as a criterion for updating homes.  Preston stated it had 
been done in the past and that conditions could be made with specific results, not with specific people 
assisting in the project.  Ryals wanted to know if it was legal to offer assistance during the hearing. 

Commissioner Preston wanted the term “cost-prohibitive” to be better defined.  Preston and Ryals wanted 
the option to request samples of products being proposed for use in historic houses.  Ryals wanted to 
know if there should be any vinyl windows allowed at all.  Discussion followed.  Ryals wanted to require 
more proof than a quote for qualifying for alternative materials due to original materials being cost-
prohibitive.  Ryals suggested removing the cost-prohibitive clause out of the code.  He also suggested 
having a standard incorporated into the code in order to be considered cost-prohibitive.  He wanted to 
know why it was only important to approve changes that can be seen from the street on historic buildings.  
It was suggested to give an information packet to new historic homeowners. 

Commissioner Abarr suggested owners of dilapidated homes be taken off the list as Historic Contributing.  
Richardson stated that this is not always possible.  Thomson explained the new regulations regarding this 
subject.  Abarr stated that if original materials are no longer present, then alternative materials would have 
to be allowed.  Preston stated vinyl was not the closest material to original materials that would have been 
present historically.  Preston stressed the differences between restoration, renovation, and simple 
remodeling.  Ryals wanted clarification on whether anything other than wood windows had ever been 
permitted.  Preston stated that since he has been on the Commission, they have not been allowed.  
Discussion followed.   
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Preston stated that the term “feasibility” would be better than “cost-prohibitive.”  McQuillin concurred.  
Preston reiterated the importance of preserving historic buildings as an asset of Albany.  Ryals and 
Preston wanted a requirement for full disclosure with demonstration of financials in order to qualify for 
cost-prohibitive exceptions. Richardson stated that CARA has a grant program, and residential use could 
potentially be included in that program.  Ryals suggested that the LAC approach CARA for grants.  He 
also suggested that an applicant be required to demonstrate need, and that the LAC could assist the 
applicant in finding funds/grants to pay for original materials instead of allowing vinyl.  Discussion 
followed.  Richardson stated agreement with Preston on considering concern about material and style in 
preservation versus basing a decision on money or economics.  McQuillin clarified that the Commission 
does not have to choose from the choices given by staff.  She stated concern about treating certain homes 
as a lost cause.  She also voiced concern about recommending vinyl windows.  She suggested asking 
other local experts to volunteer to assist applicants.  Richardson suggested using CLG money to hire a 
professional for consultation on historic projects.  He stated SHPO has already authorized this.  Ryals 
stressed the need to approach CARA for grants to fund historic preservation projects and the importance 
of being proactive in assisting applicants in projects.  Thomson explained the new rule not allowing a 
house to be removed from the Historic Register.  Preston stressed that their concentration should be on 
materials, proportion, and style and requested staff to further explain what is considered historic and what 
is not.  Richardson gave a brief overview of the ideas presented in this meeting.  He concluded by stating 
that at a later date he would like to discuss with the Commision what they would like to see in 
applications. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Richardson informed the Commission of the Downtown Code Amendment open house on November 3 at 
5:30 p.m. and encouraged the Commission to attend.  He also invited them to the City Council/Planning 
Commission joint meeting regarding the same topic on December 5 at 6:00 pm.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ryals stated he had not reviewed the minutes from October; they would be addressed at the next meeting. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

TBD 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file  
 
Edie O’Neil Bob Richardson  
Administrative Assistant I Planning Manager 
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