
 

Rules of Conduct for Public Hearings 
 
1. No person shall be disorderly, abusive, or disruptive of 

the orderly conduct of the hearing. 

2. Persons shall not testify without first receiving 
recognition from the presiding officer and stating their 
full name and residence address. 

3. No person shall present irrelevant, immaterial, or 
repetitious testimony or evidence. 

4. There shall be no audience demonstrations such as 
applause, cheering, display of signs, or other conduct 
disruptive of the hearing. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

CITY OF ALBANY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Municipal Court Room, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Monday, April 4, 2016 

5:15 p.m. 
                                               

   
AGENDA 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER                                                                                            
                                                                        
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
5. PUBLIC HEARING  

a. CU-11-15; Verizon Tower Site Expansion 
 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. March 7, 2016 
 

7. ACTIVITY UPDATE 
      

8. NEXT MEETING DATE  
a. TBD 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The location of the meeting/hearing is accessible to the disabled. If you need special accommodations to attend or 
participate, please notify the Human Resources Department in advance by calling 541-917-7500. 

www.cityofalbany.net  

http://www.cityofalbany.net/


Community Development Department 
333 Broadalbin Street SW, P.O. Box 490 
Albany, OR 97321 

Phone: 541-917-7550 Facsimile: 541-917-7598 
www.cityofalbany.net 

STAFF REPORT 
Application for Conditional Use (CU-11-15) 

Verizon Wireless Tower Site Expansion 

HEARING BODY Planning Commission 

HEARING DATE Monday, April 4, 2016 
HEARING TIME 5:15 p.m. 
HEARING LOCATION Albany City Hall Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 

SUMMARY 

The applicant proposes to collocate antennas, lines, and ancillary radio equipment on an existing 120-foot tall 
monopole with additional equipment cabinets located within a new 21’0” x 20’6” ground lease area.  The facility 
is located on property on the west side of Dale Street, north of Santiam Highway. The property is currently the 
location of an auto repair business.  The existing telecommunications facility includes an existing 120-foot-tall 
monopole with antennas, equipment cabinets, and other accessory equipment mounted on the ground.  No 
changes to the height of the monopole are proposed.  The property is zoned Community Commercial (CC). 
Telecommunication facilities are conditional uses in the CC zoning district.  A conditional use is required for the 
new ground lease area because it is an expansion of the existing footprint.  Proposals that do not expand the 
footprint of the existing equipment pad, existing slab, or increase the height of the tower are exempt from 
Planning Division review.  According to the applicant, the new ground lease area will contain equipment that will 
improve the voice and data capacity for customers in the greater Linn County network.  Staff recommends 
approval of this application with conditions. 

APPLICATION INFORMATION 

DATE OF REPORT: March 25, 2016 

STAFF REPORT PREPARED BY: David Martineau, Planner III 

APPLICATION: Conditional Use (Type III) for collocation on an existing 120-foot tall 
monopole with a new 21’0 x 20’6” ground lease area for associated 
equipment cabinets (Verizon Wireless) 

PROPERTY OWNERS: Terrill V. and Joyce E. Johnson; 35150 Stutzman Drive SE; 
Albany, OR 97322-9787 

APPLICANT: Verizon Wireless; 5430 NE 122nd Avenue; Portland, OR 97230-1069 

DEVELOPMENT REP.: Sharon Gretch, Md7; 31649 Sexton Road; Philomath, OR 97370 

ADDRESS: 1040 Dale Street SE 

MAP/TAX LOT: Linn County Assessor’s Map No. 11S-03W-09BB; Tax Lot 1106 

ZONING: Community Commercial (CC) District 

TOTAL LOT AREA: 20,000 square feet (0.46 acre) 
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EXISTING LAND USE: Auto repair shop; existing 120-foot telecommunications monopole 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Santiam 

SURROUNDING ZONING: North: Community Commercial (CC); Residential Medium Density (RM) 
South: CC 
East:   CC  
West:  CC 

SURROUNDING USES: North:   Auto repair shop; manufactured home park beyond 
South:   Pizza restaurant  
East:      Commercial office tenant space 
West:    Restaurant; mini-storage facility 

PRIOR HISTORY: CU-07-03: A Conditional Use application to construct a wireless 
communications facility that included a 120-foot-tall steel monopole with 
antennas, equipment cabinets, and other accessory equipment mounted on 
the ground was approved by the Hearings Board on January 15, 2004. 

NOTICE INFORMATION 

On March 15, 2016, a Notice of Public Hearing was mailed to property owners within 300 feet of the subject 
properties in accordance with ADC 1.360.  On March 24, 2016, the site was posted with a sign that advertises the 
public hearing, in accordance with Section 1.410 of the Albany Development Code.  As of March 28, 2016, no 
written comments were received.  

APPEAL 

Within five days of the Planning Commission’s final decision on these applications, the Community Development 
Director will provide written notice of decision to the applicant and any other parties entitled to notice. 

Any person who submitted written comments during a comment period or testified at the public hearing has 
standing to appeal the Type III decision of the Planning Commission to the City Council by filing a Notice of 
Appeal and associated filing fee within 10 days from the date the City mails the Notice of Decision. 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Section 2.250 of the ADC contains the following review criteria, which must be met for this application to be 
approved.  Code criteria are written in bold italics and are followed by findings, conclusions and conditions where 
needed to meet the criteria. 

Criterion (1) The proposed use is consistent with the intended character of the base zone and the operating 
characteristics of the neighborhood. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1.1 Proposed use.  The applicant proposes to collocate antennas, lines, and ancillary radio equipment on an 
existing 120-foot tall monopole with associated equipment cabinets located within a new 21’0” by 20’6” 
ground lease area.  The proposal includes the addition of up to 16 new antennas (12 proposed; 4 future) at 
approximately the 74-foot level on the existing pole, as illustrated on elevation drawings (Attachment 
C.5).  

1.2 Intended character of the CC zoning district.  The property is zoned CC (Community Commercial). ADC 
4.020 states that this district is intended primarily for small to medium-scale businesses, services and sites 
mostly located on arterial streets and highways.  Front yard setbacks are 10 feet; interior setbacks are 10 
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feet when abutting residential districts or uses.  There are no interior setbacks required when abutting 
non-residential.  Maximum height is 50 feet; maximum lot coverage is 90%.  All yards adjacent to streets 
must be fully landscaped.  According to the Schedule of Permitted Uses in ADC 4.050, in the CC zoning 
district, communications facilities equal to, or greater than, 50 feet are allowed through Type III 
Conditional Use approval.  Telecommunications facilities may be consistent with the CC zoning district if 
all of the review criteria for a conditional use are met.  The present telecommunications site received 
conditional use approval in 2004 (File CU-07-03).  This staff report reviews the applicant’s current 
proposal to collocate antennas, lines, and ancillary radio equipment on the existing 120-foot tall monopole 
with additional equipment cabinets located within a new 21’0” x 20’6” ground lease area.  

 
1.3 Conditional Uses.  According to ADC 2.230, “Certain uses are conditional uses instead of being allowed 

outright, although they may have beneficial effects and serve important public interests.  They are subject 
to the conditional use regulations because they may have significant adverse effects on the environment, 
overburden public services, change the desired character of an area, or create major nuisances.  A review 
of these proposed uses is necessary due to the potential individual or cumulative impacts they may have 
on the surrounding area or neighborhood.  The conditional use process provides an opportunity to allow 
the use when there are minimal impacts, to allow the use but impose conditions to address identified 
concerns, or to deny the use if the concerns cannot be resolved.” 

 
1.4 Operating Characteristics of the Neighborhood.  There are currently restaurants, gas stations, car repair 

businesses, offices, and a variety of other businesses in the area where the telecommunications facility is 
located.  The primary operating characteristic of this area is heavy vehicle traffic on Santiam Highway 
and nearby I-5.  This traffic is passing through the area, and entering and exiting businesses along this 
section of Santiam Highway.  There is an existing manufactured home park on property about 150 feet 
north of the property where the telecommunications facility is located.  The property where the 
manufactured home park is located is zoned RM (Residential Medium Density). 

 
1.5 Operating Characteristics of the Proposed Use.  The existing facility on the site is an unmanned, passive 

use.  The expansion of the ground lease area will not change the operating characteristics of the site.  The 
proposed expansion will produce very little traffic and no noise or air emissions.  There will be some 
traffic to and from the site during construction of the additional equipment cabinets and antenna 
installation.  After construction, there will be approximately one to two visits per month by a radio 
technician for routine maintenance.  No personnel will be stationed at the facility.  An existing 6-foot 
chain link fence will be extended to provide security to the ground lease area.  Vegetative screening will 
be required in order to screen the use from abutting uses. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
1.1  The applicant proposes to collocate antennas, lines, and ancillary radio equipment on an existing 120-foot 

tall monopole with associated equipment cabinets located within a new 21’0” x 20’6” ground lease area 
on a portion of a 0.46-acre site. 

 
1.2  Telecommunication facilities are allowed in the CC zoning district with a Conditional Use permit. The 

existing facility received Conditional Use approval in 2004.  A new Conditional Use permit is required 
for the proposed ground expansion of the facility. 
 

1.3  The subject property is surrounded by commercial uses on all four sides.  A manufactured home park is 
located about 150 feet north of the property where the telecommunications facility is located.    

 
1.4  As described above, the proposed use is consistent with the intended character of the base zone and the 

operating characteristics of the neighborhood because of its location along an arterial street, the use of 
fencing and vegetation to buffer the site from adjacent uses.  Conditions of approval will be proposed in 
subsequent sections of this report that will ensure the new ground lease area will be consistent with the 
intended character of the base zone.  
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Criterion (2) The proposed use will be compatible with existing or anticipated uses in terms of size, building 
scale and style, intensity, setbacks, and landscaping or the proposal calls for mitigation of differences in 
appearance or scale through such means as setbacks, screening, landscaping or other design features. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
2.1 Definition of Compatible.  “Compatible” does not mean “the same.”  Merriam Webster’s Collegiate 

Dictionary, Eleventh Edition, defines “compatible” as “(1) capable of existing together in harmony.” 
 
2.2 Existing and Anticipated Uses.  The existing telecommunications facility includes a 120-foot-tall 

monopole with an array of antennas on the top.  According to land use records on file, the pole is about 40 
inches in diameter at the base and 16 inches in diameter at the top.  There are three sets of antennas at the 
top of the pole, arranged around the pole at approximately equal distances; however, site plans only show 
two existing sets (see the south and east elevation drawing – Attachment C.5).  The pole will be able to 
accommodate another set of these antennas lower on the pole as anticipated. 

  
 The pole is set back about 200 feet from Santiam Highway and 170 feet from Dale Street.  Airport Road 

and I-5 are about 1,000 feet to the east.  The manufactured home park is about 150 feet to the north. The 
nearest single-family houses are about 350 feet to the north on Lansing Street.  The maximum height 
allowed for buildings in CC zoning districts is 50 feet; however, towers, wireless masts, and antennas are 
excluded from the height limit [ADC 4.240].   

 
 The location of the proposed additions to the site maximizes coverage while minimizing visual impacts 

by utilizing an existing facility to meet coverage objectives and only proposing additional ground space 
measuring 21’0” x 20’6”, or 430.5 square feet, according to the applicant. 

 
2.3 Building Scale and Style.  The proposed facility addition includes a new chain link fence and access gate, 

two ground level radio cabinets with a power cabinet and a battery back-up cabinet.  A 30kW stand-by 
diesel generator, surge protectors, a pair of GPS antennas about 12 feet tall, and an ice bridge (a structure 
that protects cables that traverse the equipment cabinets to the tower from icing conditions) will be 
installed within the new 21’0” x 20’6” lease area, as shown in Attachment C.5.  Except for the GPS 
antennas, none of the other equipment in the new lease area is taller than 8 feet in height. 

 
2.4 Intensity.  The intensity of this proposed development can be defined in terms of noise, odors, light, and 

vehicle traffic.  The proposed facility will produce an insignificant amount of any of these characteristics 
as discussed under Review Criterion (1) above and Review Criterion (5) below. 

 
2.5 Setbacks.  The required minimum front setback for structures in CC zoning districts is 10 feet.  The 

minimum setback from interior property lines is zero (no setback); however, structures on property 
abutting residential districts and/or uses require 1 foot of setback for each foot of finished wall height 
with a minimum setback of 10 feet.  The proposed facility will be set back about 118 feet from the front 
property line along Dale Street, about 15 feet from the south property line, and 65 feet from the north 
property line.  The new lease area, when combined with the existing lease area, will be 30 feet from the 
west property line.  All setbacks are met. 

 
2.6 Screening.  ADC 8.500(9) requires telecommunication facilities to provide vegetative screening around 

any accessory building in order to reduce the impact on adjacent uses of a different type.  ADC Section 
9.250 requires one row of evergreen shrubs that will grow to form a continuous hedge at least four feet 
tall, or a sight-obscuring fence or masonry wall at least five feet tall, or an earth berm combined with 
plantings or a fence at least six feet tall.  Vegetative screening must be provided around the perimeter of 
the proposed facility to screen the equipment cabinets.   
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There are existing trees and shrubs along the south and west boundaries of the lease area, as illustrated in 
the applicant’s existing site survey (Attachment C.2), that range in height from 6 feet to about 30 feet.  
The existing vegetation meets the requirement for vegetative screening along the western perimeter of the 
lease area; however, there is no vegetative screening shown around the other three sides of the proposed 
equipment cabinets, and the applicant does not propose adding any.  Therefore, vegetative screening must 
be provided around the north, east, and south perimeters of the new equipment pad, as conditioned below. 
 

2.7 Irrigation required.  ADC 9.160 says, “All required landscaped areas must be provided with a piped 
underground water supply irrigation system unless a licensed landscape architect or certified nurseryman 
submits written verification that the proposed plant materials do not require irrigation.  Irrigation systems 
installed in the public right-of-way require an encroachment permit.”  Irrigation plans were not submitted 
with this application. 

 
2.8 Landscape maintenance.  ADC 9.200 requires that the property owner maintain required landscaped areas 

in an attractive manner free of weeds and noxious vegetation.  The minimum amount of required living 
landscape materials must be maintained. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
2.1 The proposed use will be compatible with existing or anticipated uses in terms of size, building scale and 

style, intensity, setbacks, and landscaping if the required landscaping is provided.  The equipment on the 
ground will be screened from view with vegetative screening.  This criterion can be met if the following 
conditions are met. 

 
CONDITIONS 
 
2.1 Prior to issuance of a building permit, a landscaping plan showing compliance with required screening 

standards found in ADC 9.250 shall be submitted to the Planning Division for review and approval.  
 
2.2 Prior to final building permit approval, the applicant shall install the vegetative screening in the locations 

and amounts consistent with the approved landscape plan.  Any changes to approved plans must be 
reviewed and approved by the Albany Planning Division.   

 
2.3 The required screening must be provided with a piped underground water supply irrigation system unless 

a licensed landscape architect or certified nurseryman submits written verification that the proposed plant 
materials do not require irrigation.  

  
Criterion (3) The transportation system is capable of supporting the proposed use in addition to the existing 
uses in the area. Evaluation factors include street capacity and level of service, on-street parking impacts, 
access requirements, neighborhood impacts and pedestrian safety. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
3.1 The proposed development is located at 1040 Dale Street SE, about 118 feet west of the street.   
 
3.2 There will be some traffic to and from the site during construction of the additional equipment cabinets 

and antenna installation.  After construction, there will be approximately one to two visits per month by a 
radio technician for routine maintenance. 

 
3.3 Access to the property is an existing driveway on Dale Street that also services the auto repair business. 
 
3.4 Dale Street connects to Santiam Highway, a state highway. 
 
3.5 The proposed facility will not generate pedestrian trips. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
3.1 The proposed telecommunication facility will generate about one vehicle trip per month.  Dale Street and 

Santiam Highway can accommodate this additional traffic.  The transportation system is capable of 
supporting the proposed use in addition to the existing uses in the area.  This criterion is satisfied. 
 

Criterion (4) Public services for water, sanitary and storm sewer, water management and for fire and police 
protection are capable of servicing the proposed use. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
4.1 The telecommunications facility needs only three services: an electric power source, a telephone service 

connection, and vehicle access.  The additional antennas and ground equipment will not require any other 
services. 

 
4.2 The proposed facility will not be occupied by people, so does not need water or sewer service. 
 
4.3 The new equipment pad will create less than 500 square feet of new impervious surface on the property. 

This area will generate an insignificant amount of storm water run-off. 
 
4.4 All of the equipment associated with this facility will be mounted well above ground, or will be contained 

in locked cabinets.  The location of the equipment will minimize the potential for theft or vandalism.  
Most of the installation is constructed of steel and aluminum, providing virtually no combustible 
materials.  No habitable buildings or structures will be created that require fire services. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
4.1  The proposed facility does not need water service, sewer service, or storm drainage.  The facility will 

generate an insignificant demand for police and fire services.  Public services are capable of servicing the 
proposed use.  This criterion is satisfied. 

 
Criterion (5) The proposal will not have significant adverse impacts on the livability of nearby residentially 
zoned lands due to: (a) Noise, glare, odor, litter, and hours of operation; (b) Privacy and safety issues. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
5.1 All of the property abutting the property where the telecommunications facility is proposed is zoned CC 

(Community Commercial). 
 
5.2 The nearest property zoned for residential use is about 150 feet from the lease area to the north. 

Heatherdale Mobile Home Park is on this property.  Further to the north beyond Heatherdale (about 350 
feet north of the lease area) is a single-family subdivision along Lansing Street. 

 
5.3 Noise:  The proposed telecommunication facility will not generate any noise after construction. 

 
5.4 Glare.  There is a red obstruction light mounted on top of the monopole.  The addition of equipment on 

the existing tower and at the ground level will not create any additional impact. 
 
5.5 Odor:  The telecommunications facility will not create odor. 
 
5.6 Litter:  The facility will not create litter. 
 
5.7 Hours of Operation:  The facility operates 24 hours day, but no one will be at the site, except for the 

occasional maintenance person.  The maintenance person will be there during the day. 
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5.8 Privacy and safety issues:  The facility is not adjacent to residential property.  Besides occasional 
maintenance personnel, no one will be at the site, so there will be no privacy issues.  The monopole and 
associated development was designed and constructed to meet all relevant national and local building and 
development codes and is located within a secure fenced, gated, and locked compound. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1  Given the above analysis, the proposed development is not expected to have significant adverse impacts 

on the livability of nearby residentially zoned lands due to noise, glare, odor, litter, hours of operation, 
and privacy and safety issues.  As such, this criterion is satisfied without conditions.  

 
Criterion (6) Activities and developments within special purpose districts must comply with the regulations 
described in Articles 4 (Airport Approach), 6 (Natural Resources), and 7 (Historic), as applicable. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
6.1 Article 4: Airport Approach.  The subject property is located within the Airport Horizontal Surface area, 

as indicated on the Albany Municipal Airport Approach and Clear Zone plan.  Site elevation in the 
vicinity of the monopole is 230.6 feet, based on the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 
1988), according to the site survey submitted with the application (Attachment C.2).  The horizontal 
surface has an elevation of 372 feet above mean sea level.   

 
The existing telecommunications monopole is located approximately 2,200 feet southwest of Albany 
Airport Runway 34.  The maximum height allowed for a structure on this property without extending into 
airport approach zones is 372 feet above sea level.  The elevation of the tip of the lightning rod on the 
monopole is 128 feet above grade, or 358.6 feet above grade. This is about 13.4 feet below the Airport 
Horizontal Surface area.  Neither the proposed antennas nor the new ground equipment will further 
extend into the Airport Horizontal Surface area. 

 
6.2 Article 6: Floodplains.  Comprehensive Plan Plate 5: Floodplains, does not show a 100-year floodplain on 

this property.  FEMA/FIRM Community Panel No. 41043C-0214G, dated September 29, 2010, shows 
that this property is in Zone X, an area determined to be outside the 500-year floodplain. 

 
6.3 Article 6: Wetlands.  Comprehensive Plan Plate 6 does not show any wetlands on the subject site; the 

National Wetlands Inventory does not show any wetlands on the property. 
 
6.4 Historic and Archaeological Resources.  Comprehensive Plan, Plate 9: Historic Districts, shows the 

property is not located in a Historic District.  There are no known archaeological sites on the property. 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
6.1 The site is located within the Airport Horizontal Surface area; however, the highest point of the proposed 

development is less than the height limit of this special purpose district. 
 
6.2 There are no other special purpose districts to consider on this site.  This criterion is satisfied without 

conditions.   
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OVERALL CONCLUSION 
 
This report reviews and evaluates a Conditional Use application submitted by Sharon Gretch on behalf of Verizon 
Wireless for conformance with the Albany Development Code (ADC).  As proposed and conditioned, the 
application for a conditional use review to collocate antennas on an existing monopole together with a new 21’0” 
x 20’6” ground lease area for associated equipment satisfies all of the applicable review criteria as outlined in this 
report. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning Commission has three options with respect to the subject application: 
 
Option 1  Approve; 
 
Option 2  Approve with Conditions; or 
 
Option 3  Deny 
 
Based on the analysis in this report, staff recommends the Planning Commission pursue Option 2 and approve the 
application with the conditions of approval provided below. 
 
MOTION 
 
Based on the staff recommendation, the following motion is suggested. 
 
I move that the Planning Commission approve land use application CU-11-15, as conditioned in the March 28, 
2016, staff report to the Planning Commission.  This motion is based on the findings and conclusions in the 
staff report, and the findings in support of the application made by the Planning Commission during 
deliberations on this matter.  
 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

Site Compatibility 
 
2.1 Prior to issuance of a building permit, a landscaping plan showing compliance with required screening 

standards found in ADC 9.250 shall be submitted to the Planning Division for review and approval.  
 
2.2 Prior to final building permit approval, the applicant shall install the vegetative screening in the locations 

and amounts consistent with the approved landscape plan.  Any changes to approved plans must be 
reviewed and approved by the Albany Planning Division.   

 
2.3 The required screening must be provided with a piped underground water supply irrigation system unless 

a licensed landscape architect or certified nurseryman submits written verification that the proposed plant 
materials do not require irrigation.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
A. Location Map 
 
B. Applicant’s Narrative 
 B.1 – B.6 Statement of Compliance (Applicant’s Findings) 
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C. Applicant’s Site Plans 
 C.1  Title Sheet (Sheet T-1) 
 C.2  Existing Site Survey (Sheet SV1) 
 C.3  Overall Site Plan (ZD-1) 
 C.4  Enlarged Site Plan, Antenna Plan (Sheet ZD-2) 
 C.5  Elevations (Sheet ZD-3) 
 
ACRONYMS 
 
ADC  Albany Development Code 
CC  Community Commercial Zoning District 
FEMA  Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FIRM  Flood Insurance Rate Map 
GPS  Global Positioning System 
NAVD 1988 North American Vertical Datum of 1988* 
NGVD 1929 National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929* 
ODOT  Oregon Department of Transportation 
RM  Residential Medium Density Zoning District 
 
*The conversion factor from NGVD 1929 to NAVD 1988 in Albany is +3.38 feet.   
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APPROVED:  DRAFT 

CITY OF ALBANY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Municipal Court Room 
333 Broadalbin Street 

Monday, March 7, 2016 
5:15 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Planning Commissioners present: Larry Tomlin, Sue Goodman, Roger Phillips, Cordell Post, Dala 
Rouse, Daniel Sullivan 

Planning Commissioners absent: Wendy Ezell (excused), Linsey Godwin (excused), Bobby 
Schueller (excused) 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Melissa Anderson, Planner 
II; Teresa Nix, Recorder 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Tomlin called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

First Avenue Street Vacation for the Albany Historic Carousel and Museum (VC-01-15). 

Chair Tomlin opened the public hearing at 5:17 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission: 

Conflicts of Interest: None. 
Ex Parte Contact: None. 
Site Visits: Commissioners Rouse, Phillips, and Sullivan said they had visited the building. 
Abstentions:  None. 
Challenges:  None. 

Procedures: 

Planning Manager Bob Richardson reviewed the meeting procedures. 

Staff Report: 

Planner Melissa Anderson gave a presentation (see agenda file).  She showed views of the subject area 
and surrounding properties and reviewed the proposal to vacate a portion of the First Avenue right-of-way 
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as shown on the map.  The portion in question is approximately 80 feet long and 20 feet wide on the north 
side of First Avenue, west of Washington Street.  The proposal is intended to provide additional area for 
the development of the Historic Carousel and Museum project.  A site plan of the proposed project is 
included in agenda packets.  The staff analysis has identified that the vacation is contingent on the 
development of the project, and this is stipulated in a section of the draft ordinance.  There are no utilities 
within the vacation area, and the request is consistent with the Transportation System Plan.  Staff finds 
that all the vacation criteria are met, and recommends that the Planning Commission recommend approval 
of the request to the City Council. 

Questions from the Commission: 

None.   

Applicant Testimony: 

Gary Goby, 1767 NW Cascade Heights, said he appreciates the Planning Commission’s consideration of 
this vacation, which is crucial for the Historic Carousel and Museum project to proceed and become the 
anchor at the end of the street.  He said the 1909 carousel mechanism has been assembled in his 
warehouse in North Albany and it is open to the public on Saturdays at 1:00 p.m.  He invited Planning 
Commissioners to attend, and to bring any children or grandchildren.   

Testimony in Favor:   

None.  

Testimony in Opposition: 

None. 

Neutral Testimony: 

None. 

Rebuttal Testimony: 

None. 

Staff Response: 

In response to a question from the Chair, staff reviewed the noticing for this project and stated that no 
comments from the public were received.  In response to an inquiry from Commissioner Rouse, 
Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish said the intent is that the right lane would be posted as right-
turn only. 

Procedural Questions: 

None. 
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Close the Public Hearing: 

Chair Tomlin closed the public hearing at 5:32 p.m. 

Deliberations and Decision: 

MOTION:  Commissioner Rouse moved that the Planning Commission recommend that the City Council 
approve land use application VC-01-15.  The motion is based on the findings and conclusions in the staff 
report, and the findings in support of the application made by the Planning Commission during 
deliberations on the matter.  Commissioner Post seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

February 15, 2016  

MOTION:  Commissioner Post moved to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Rouse seconded the 
motion, and it passed 6-0. 

ACTIVITY UPDATE 

Chair Tomlin initiated discussion about work that was done for the Waverly Assisted Living facility 
project in advance of land use approval.  Planning Manager Richardson said the applicants had submitted 
an application for tree felling which was reviewed separately.  He said the work that was done was within 
the parameters of what could be done prior to the Planning Commission’s land use approval. 

In response to an inquiry from the Chair, Planner Anderson provided a brief update on the WinCo project.   
Brief discussion followed. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

April 4, 2016 – Planning Commission 

April 7, 2016 – CIP Joint Work Session (6:30 p.m., Council Chambers) 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Teresa Nix Melissa Anderson 
Recorder Planner II 


	ADPBB7C.tmp
	PLANNING COMMISSION
	Municipal Court Room, 333 Broadalbin Street SW
	7. ACTIVITY UPDATE
	Rules of Conduct for Public Hearings

	CU-11-15_SR_pkt.pdf
	Location Map
	Compliance Findings
	Pages from Combined Plan Set
	ADP9C76.tmp
	Community Development Department
	STAFF REPORT
	Application for Conditional Use (CU-11-15)
	Verizon Wireless Tower Site Expansion
	HEARING BODY
	HEARING DATE
	HEARING TIME
	HEARING LOCATION


	NOTICE INFORMATION
	CONCLUSIONS






