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CITY OF ALBANY 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Fire Station 14 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Commission members present:  Cynthia Greene, Nicholas Fowler, Kevin Kreitman, Larry Nelson, 

Terry Virnig 
  
Commission members absent: Loyd Henion, Mike Martin, Jill Weissbeck  
 
Staff present: Mario Lattanzio, Police Chief; Shane Wooton, Assistant Fire Chief; 

Meaza Ridley, Administrative Assistant I 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Greene called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Nick Fowler made a motion to approve the minutes of December 10, 2015, meeting; Terry Virnig 
seconded the motion; and the minutes were approved.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Police Update – Chief Lattanzio 
 
Chief Lattanzio talked about the Public Safety Levy that is up for renewal early this year at the 
same rate as before.  If anyone asks be sure they know the levy pays for officers and firefighters; 
it isn’t money going toward the buildings.   He shared drawings of the new police department for 
members who had missed prior meetings.  Planning to break ground in July 2016.  
 
Chief Lattanzio shared that COMPSTAT shows a slight increase in crime compared to the 23% 
decrease over the last three years.  He mentioned parcel theft was happening until a tracker was 
purchased and the suspect was caught.  The trackers are working and have been used on bikes as 
well resulting in five arrests.  Personnel on light duty provided people to create a tracker program 
and help deploy it.  The goal is to decrease theft in specific areas.  He said gas and license plate 
thefts are up as well as stolen vehicles.  Accidents with injuries also increased.  Street Crimes 
Unit has been busy making drug arrests; selling more than manufacturing.   
 
Chief Lattanzio spoke briefly about budget and plans to add one officer in July, bringing the total 
to 62 sworn.  The Armory and current police department building are sold to Linn County.  The 
hope is to put that money toward equipment replacement which has been cut for many years.  
 
Fire Update – Assistant Fire Chief Shane Wooton 
 
Assistant Chief Wooton updated that the Edward Jones building move went well and the Ralston 
building has been reclaimed for future use.  Firefighters are moving out of Station 11 in May and 
demolition should be in June, with new construction starting in July 2016.  The new plan for 
temporary housing and station is located on Hill Street next to Crabtree Automotive and is set up 
to house them until August or September 2017.  Tangent Fire District has offered to house the 
other equipment. 
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The recruitment for Paramedic produced a couple good candidates and the Deputy Fire Marshall 
vacancy was modified to focus more on the Department’s mission before reposting the position.  
The Medic 71 collaborative rural unit Paramedic process was under way.  The Community 
Paramedic Pilot Program process is being defined hand-outs have been given to physicians and 
doctors to have access to Hillary the Paramedic.  They will advise her of the patient’s needs so 
she can work to prevent unnecessary re-entry into the system.  Samaritan helped write the grant 
for the program which was successfully run in Redmond for a year.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Active Shooter Response – Shane Wooton 
 
 Past: Policies were in place to deal with active threat by “stage, wait, safe, go in.” 
 
 Present: Risk a lot, save a lot.  Police work to neutralize, fire follows in.  
 

Future: Linn and Benton counties, police, and fire groups have worked on how to handle an 
active threat situation.  By coming together to work on a plan, they discovered there is a 
difference in language used so they drafted a policy defining terms and other important 
information to make a joint effort more safe and successful. Assistant Chief Wooton shared the 
draft policy (will not be available with these minutes), which will be shared with the Fire Chiefs 
and Police Chiefs for input.  A drill is scheduled for June 14, 2016, and a full-scale exercise in 
October 2016.   
 
After the tragedy at Umpqua, more people attended the meetings and are participating.  FEMA 
recommends that first responders consider ballistic vests and helmets for firefighters.  This of 
course adds to the budget concerns.  The vests are $500 - $800 and helmets are $200 - $300. 
 

GOOD OF ORDER 
 
 Officer Elections 
  
 Nick Fowler nominated Chair Cynthia Greene for another term.  Larry Nelson seconded the  

motion; all approved. 
 Chair Greene nominations Vice Chair Larry Nelson for another term.  Kevin Kreitman seconded  

the motion; all approved.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATE/LOCATION 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 6, 2016, at Station 14.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
 
Meaza Ridley 
Administrative Assistant I 


