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CITY OF ALBANY 
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

City Hall, Periwinkle Room 
333 Broadalbin SW 

Monday, April 4, 2016 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 Commission Members Present: Terry Crook (Chair), Ron Green (Vice Chair), Anne Taleff,  

Chuck Kratch  

Commission Members Absent: Will Sheppy (unexcused) 

Staff Present: Ronald G. Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst; Irene Mann, PW 
Executive Assistant 

Others Present: Ron Parker, Albany Police Sergeant, Bill Root 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Crook called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Green moved to approve the minutes of the February 1, 2016, meeting; Commissioner Taleff 
seconded the motion, and it passed 4:0.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Bill Root provided background on himself and also commented on the busy intersection of Crocker Lane and 
Gibson Hill Road.  He commented that the sun can be in your eyes in the morning and Gibson Hill has a fire 
station.  He discussed the five proposed options for the intersection improvement. His suggestion was to use 
signals.  

Irish provided an update.  He said he brought this issue to the Albany City Council to discuss at their March 21, 
2016, work session.  The Council wasn’t ready to decide at that meeting and wanted public input.  The public 
meeting is scheduled for the end of April. He said 55% of the 289 written comments were in favor of a roundabout.  
Irish said he will also have a neighborhood meeting.  Irish said if a signal with turn lanes was the choice then it is 
most cost effective to have the turn lanes installed up front rather than incrementally building the improvement. 

Green asked about the traffic on Crittenden since all the residents have to leave the neighborhood for everything.  
He did feel that a signal is often more acceptable than a roundabout.  Root asked Irish about the comments on the 
Main Street roundabout.  Irish said most of the comments were good since the intersection had already been in what 
was essentially failure. 

OLD BUSINESS – Update on Development & Road Projects 

Irish updated the Commission on the Winco building issues/application.  The appeal was based on the definition of 
windows on the back side of the building on the street side.  An agreement was reached and the project is moving 
forward with demolition scheduled for this summer and construction in 2017.  Discussion followed about the 
ramifications of the land use issue and attorney involvement.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Irish discussed the stop sign request at 47th and Columbus.  He provided a history of the issues on Columbus Street.  
He said he gets a new request every three or four years.  In order to make this work, stop signs would need to be 
installed on 47th an 48th.  Officer Parker also prefers stop signs at 47th and 48th.  He added there is a quite a bit of 
pedestrian traffic at those locations.   
 
ACTION:  Commissioner Crook made a motion to recommend the installation of stop signs on Columbus Street at 
47th and 48th.  Commissioner Green seconded the motion and it passed with a 3:0 vote. Commissioner Taleff 
refrained from voting since she said it was too close to call.   
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BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 

Commissioner Crook was concerned about the speed on Oak Street near Lowes.  Irish suggested a reader board 
denoting the speed, and have random patrols in the area.  He said changing the road design was very expensive.   

Commissioner Crook commented that Hill Street was full of potholes and had no bike lanes.  Irish said it was in the 
CIP and in the Transportation Master Plan.   

Commissioner Greene discussed the strong town concept (Why a Conservative Republican from Northern 
Minnesota wants to Kill the Suburbs”) he had previously discussed.  He said he has spoken at a CARA meeting, the 
North Albany Neighborhood Association, and to other groups.  He said, “if you have to tell people to slow down, 
you have built the street wrong.”  He said no one has called him back to discuss the issue.  He said you have to get 
people out of their cars, you can’t sustain cars forever.   

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting has been scheduled for June 6, 2016, at 10:00 a.m., in the Periwinkle Room. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Irene Mann Ronald G. Irish 
PW Executive Assistant Transportation Systems Analyst  
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