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APPROVED:  April 19, 2017 
 
 

CITY OF ALBANY 
  Albany Revitalization Agency 

City Hall Council Chambers 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

 
MINUTES 

 
Agency Members present: Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Rich Kellum, Sharon Konopa, Ray  
 Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Agency Members absent: None. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Bill Coburn called the meeting to order at 7:55 p.m. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
None. 
 
Adoption of Resolution 
 
Signs of Victory repayable loan, 405 11th Avenue SE ($100,000) 
 
Parks & Recreation Director and Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney noted that Pastor George 
Matland was in the audience.  At the February 15, 2017, Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) 
Advisory Board meeting, staff was directed to work with Matland and his sister, Gail Meehan, to negotiate 
a loan agreement of $100,000 for improvements to the building at 405 11th Avenue SE. 

 
Hodney said the new facility on 11th Avenue SE would house residents currently staying at the Seventh 
Avenue SE location, which Meehan owns.  They would pay 2.9 percent interest on the loan, payable over 
five years.  The loan would require annual payments, and the City would have a promissory note.  Bids are 
being solicited by Matland for receipt by March 11, 2017.  Hodney said staff can review them; and 
Matland will have to get estimates based on prevailing wage, since the project will be over $50,000, and 
we are using public funds for it.  The disbursement would be in two steps:  $50,000 with a signed 
construction contract and once the City has the quitclaim deed on the Seventh Avenue house.  The 
quitclaim would not be filed; it just further protects the City’s interest to make sure all the objectives of the 
project are accomplished.  The second $50,000 would be paid when improvements have been completed 
and upon evidence that the Seventh Avenue occupants have vacated the building and it is secure to the 
satisfaction of the City.  Hodney said the draft loan agreement is in the agenda packet.  The improvements 
will be done by July 1, 2017.   

 
Member Mike Sykes asked whether the $100,000 originally requested would be enough to complete the 
project now that workers must be paid prevailing wage.  Matland shared details of the bids from Home and 
Sweeney and Midway Plumbing; when adding 11 percent for prevailing wage, the $100,000 should be 
enough. 

 
MOTION:  Member Ray Kopczynski moved to approve the resolution, and Member Bessie Johnson 
seconded it.  The motion passed 7-0 and was designated Res. No. 2017-02. 

 
Staff updates and issues.   
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Hodney will come back to the CARA Advisory Board with a way to approach the Wayfinding signs 
system that will give the Board lots of options.  He said he would share those options at a later date. 

 
Kopczynski asked whether there was an update available on the Labor Temple property.  City Attorney 
Sean Kidd said that it is 100 percent rented out.  The City owns it; the four units are full; and there is some 
interest in purchasing it from the City, even though it has not been advertised for sale yet.  Kidd said the 
judgment has been recorded in several different counties where the owner has property.  There is a hearing 
coming up in April 2017.  Kidd said that at the moment, it is still business as usual.  Kopczynski asked, if 
the judgment goes in our favor, will it be a wash or would we be upside down?  Kidd said he thinks the 
City would be in a positive financial position. 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE AGENCY 
 
None. 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Hearing no further business, Chair Coburn adjourned the meeting at 8:06 p.m. 
 
Submitted by,    Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on File   Signature on File 
 
Mary Dibble    Ed Hodney      
City Clerk    Parks & Recreation Director/Interim Urban Renewal Director 


