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CITY OF ALBANY 

ARTS COMMISSION 
Calapooia Room, Albany City Hall 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 
3:30 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Commission members present: Linda Herd, Rinee Merritt, Lynn Whitacre, Jane Donovan, Julie 

Jackson, Cheryl French 
 
Commission members absent: Melissa Babcock Saylor 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director  
 
CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.  
  

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

MOTION:  Jane Donovan moved to approve the January 10, 2017 minutes as presented.  Lynn 
Whitacre seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 
 

2. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC   

None  
 

3. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Arts Master Plan 

Hodney distributed a draft RFP with comments from Merritt. Commissioners reviewed the draft and 
requested several changes.  

• Project Intent: add comment from Jackson “The sculpture should be in harmony with natural, 
cultural, and built environments”. 

• Evaluation Criteria: add responsiveness category, modify weighting of remaining categories. 
• Add statement: Pacific Northwest artists are encouraged to submit proposals. 
• Add a section that specifies the responsibilities of the proposer and the City’s 

responsibilities.  
 
Hodney noted the City Council will need to be advised of the Commission’s intent to distribute an 
RFP around the end of May 2017 for the 1% for Art in relation to the new Police Station. Hodney 
suggested targeting the April 24, 2017 work session to inform the City Council. 
 
Action Item: 

• Hodney will incorporate requested changes and redistribute to the Commission by 02/27/17. 
Commissioners can reply with additional changes by 03/09/17. 
 

b. Staff Report 

Hodney received an email request regarding art to be considered for the 1% for Art in relation to the 
new Police Station. Hodney will respond to the inquiry informing the artist that an RFP will be going 
out in late May. 

 
 

4. ACTION ITEMS 
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a. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

MOTION: Linda Herd nominated Julie Jackson for Chair. Rinee Merritt nominated Melissa Babcock 
Saylor for Vice-Chair. Vote: 6-0 vote for Jackson as Chair and Babcock Saylor as Vice-Chair. 

 
5. EXHIBITS 

Herd will contact Bob Karau to see if he is interested in holding a show in City Hall. Herd has been in 
communication with the art teacher at West Albany High School regarding the possibility of a student 
art show in the future. 
 
Jackson will contact Steve Reynolds regarding a possible fly-fishing show in March. She also 
suggested a “reuse” show, similar to the Cracked Pot sale at Edgefield.  
 

6. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 

Merritt was contacted by a representative from the Boys & Girls Club of Albany regarding some 
projects they are working on. Merritt invited her to attend a meeting. They had previously inquired 
about displaying children’s art in City Hall; Commission members agreed that City Hall is not the 
right venue for their project. Merritt invited her to attend a meeting. 
 
Going to Pots: Whitacre suggested letting other non-profit organizations such as the Carousel host the 
event. This would entail securing a location, pay the basic expenses, and receive the proceeds. The 
Commission would initially organize the event. Jackson and Merritt had concerns about organizing an 
event for another organization to receive the proceeds. Hodney suggested partnering with Heritage 
Mall to hold the event in a vacant store front and have the mall promote the sale. Brief discussion 
followed. 
 

7. NEXT MEETING 

The next regularly-scheduled meeting is March 14, 2017 in the Calapooia Room in City Hall.  
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Signature on file 

Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator, Albany Parks & Recreation 
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