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CITY OF ALBANY 

ARTS COMMISSION 
Calapooia Room, Albany City Hall 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 
3:30 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Commission members present: Julie Jackson (Chair), Melissa Babcock Saylor, Linda Herd, 

Rinee Merritt, Cheryl French, Jane Donovan 
 
Commission members absent: Lynn Whitacre 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director; Debbie Little, 

Administrative Services Coordinator  
 
Guests present: Lise Grato, Albany Downtown Association Executive Director 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.  
  

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

MOTION:  Cheryl French moved to approve the April 11, 2017 minutes as presented.  Melissa 
Babcock Saylor seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0. 
 

2. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC   

Lise Grato is looking forward to partnering with the Commission and future public art projects. She 
also noted the 2nd annual Arts & Music Festival, which is held in the downtown area, was moved 
inside to the Eagles due to the weather, and appreciated partnering with Gallery Calapooia on the 
event. Student art was displayed in various businesses downtown.  
 

3. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. RFP & Power Point Presentation – 1% for Art –Police Station 

Jackson and Babcock Saylor have created a draft Power Point presentation to accompany the RPF 
presentation to the City Council. Hodney is still working to gain approval from ODOT to place public 
art on the selected site which they own. Hodney noted that recent City Council work sessions have 
not been conducive to a presentation regarding public art.  He also recommended briefing the new 
City Manager about the project before presenting it to Council. Jackson asked for clarification about 
the original project funds. Hondey said the funds still remain per City policy. Brief discussion 
followed. 
 
Follow-up Item: 

• Herd will contact the Oregon Arts Commission regarding a list of artists. 
• French will create a master list of sites for advertising and RFP distribution. 

 
4. ACTION ITEMS 

a. none 
 

5. EXHIBITS 

Herd has met with Chief Bradner, Kate Hennessey, and Sandy Roberts of the Fire Department 
regarding an exhibit on the art of fire fighting for the month of October which would include a 
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reception. The Fire Department will be bringing a fire truck, ambulance, and have other activities 
available at the reception. She would like to reach out to the U.S. Forest Service to see if Smokey 
Bear might be able to make an appearance at the reception. Brief discussion followed. 
 
Follow-up Item: 

• Hodney will ask Chief Bradner for an update on the fire engine refurbish that is part of the 
new fire station’s 1% for art. 

 
Herd noted that September and November months currently have no scheduled display. 
Commissioners suggested shows on the art of recycling, the solar eclipse, and the art of policing. 
Brief discussion regarding marketing the exhibit space followed.  

 
6. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 

Babcock Saylor toured the carving and painting studio, as well as the new Albany Carousel building 
with Terryl Witlatch (animal designer), and members from Imagination International Inc.  A mural 
designed by Witlatch will be painted inside the Carousel. July 25, 2017 is the tentative date for the 
grand opening of the Carousel. 
 
Hodney shared the refurbished Waverly Duck will be launched June 29, 2017 at noon, and the public 
is welcome. The duck’s official name is Mikey. 
 

7. NEXT MEETING 

The next regularly-scheduled meeting is July 11, 2017 in the Calapooia Room in City Hall.  
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Signature on file 

Debbie Little, Administrative Services Coordinator, Albany Parks & Recreation 
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