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APPROVED:  April 19, 2017 
 
 
 

CITY OF ALBANY 
Central Albany Revitalization Area Advisory Board 

City Hall Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Advisory Board Members present: Rich Catlin, David Abarr, Russ Allen, Bill Coburn, James 

Dufour, Bessie Johnson, Rich Kellum, Sharon Konopa, Ray 
Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, Mark Spence, and Mike Sykes 

 
Advisory Board Members absent: Mitch Langjahr (unexcused) and Maura Wilson (excused) 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Rich Catlin called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 15, 2017 
 
MOTION:  Bessie Johnson moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Ray Kopczynski seconded the 
motion, and it passed 12-0.  
 
Russ Allen clarified that when he voted “no” on the Signs of Victory Loan Request at the last meeting, he 
was objecting to procedure and not the overall concept which he does support. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
None. 
 
Wayfinding Signage Project 
 
Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney said that the original project budget for wayfinding signage 
was $75,000; however, as reported last October by former Urban Renewal Director Kate Porsche, 
estimates from fabricators through the design consultant totaled more than $350,000.  Based on direction 
from the Board, he has worked with the consultant to identify potential reduction alternatives as detailed 
in the staff memorandum in meeting packets.  He also met with the Albany Downtown Association 
(ADA) Design Committee which felt that the proposed parking signs were not necessary but that the 
Pedestrian Map Kiosks would be beneficial. 
 
Hodney distributed and reviewed a spreadsheet – Wayfinding Signage Project based on March 2017 
estimates (see agenda file).  He noted that the consultant secured one quote from Tube Art Group (TAG) 
in the amount of $152,000 for fabrication of items A, B, C, F, and H on the spreadsheet.  He noted that 
quotes tend to be higher than bids because of the unknowns involved.  The Board was asked to provide 
direction on the project scope and budget amount. 
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Rich Kellum said that after seeing the quote from TAG, he reached out to some of his suppliers and 
received back information that a sign quoted at $5,000 would involve less than $800 in materials.  He 
thinks the quote is unreasonable and he is concerned because some of the specs did not use the correct 
terminology that would be used by an engineer.  He believes that if a request for bids was broken out 
correctly, the work could be done in Albany and for a very good price. 
 
Kellum asked whether CARA owns the design.  Hodney said he would look to the original agreement and 
bring back the answer to that question.  
  
Bill Coburn said he is concerned that only one quote was received.  He suggested that staff reach out to 
Foress Sign & Manufacturing and ask why they haven’t submitted a quote.  
 
Mike Sykes asked how long the Board has been working on this project, and Board members noted that it 
has been about five years.  Sykes said that five years is a long time for a decision on wayfinding signs.  
He said that most people use their smart phones to find their destinations and he asked whether this is a 
prudent use of taxpayer funds. 
 
Mark Spence said that the timeline was not due to lengthy discussions by the Board; it had more to do 
with taking this through the ADA Design Committee, staffing changes, disconnects, and reconnects.  He 
thinks a good analog is Bridgeport Village where wayfinding signage is designed to encourage people to 
park and stroll around.  However, he does believe that 20 Pedestrian Directional signs are too many. 
 
Catlin said the timeline for this project was lengthened because there was not the expertise on staff to 
design, construct, and install the signs, and there was a struggle to do the work on a volunteer basis before 
finally going to a professional designer.  He referred to previous discussions that the signs are intended to 
remind people who are passing through that there is a downtown.   
 
Allen said that people use smart phones to get to their destinations and the purpose of the signage is to 
help them know what else is going on in the area.  He finds these signs to be helpful when he visits an 
unfamiliar downtown.  He agrees that we should be judicious with the number.   
 
Kellum said he thinks the quote is unreasonable and he cannot support this until he knows the correct 
amount that would be spent and whether the signage would be approved by ODOT and other regulators.  
He offered to assist staff in getting information from local businesses for materials and fabrication. 
 
Anne Kinkley, 2480 NW Robin Hood, said the ADA Design Committee has been working on this for 
many years.  She held up a map showing the proposed sign locations, noting that Pedestrian Map Kiosks 
are proposed to be located at City Hall, the Albany Carousel, the Albany Visitors Association, the train 
station, and a downtown parking lot.  These are all very good locations, and the signs can be opened and 
updated with new information.  She said that the consultant has done similar projects in towns around the 
Pacific Northwest and he probably did go for higher quality.  With all the regulations around signage, she 
wouldn’t want to start again in trying to figure all of that out.  In response to a question from Hodney, 
Kinkley said that Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish was involved throughout the process. 
 
Catlin referred to previous comments from Sykes and stated that he would support a motion that put 
CARA funds toward improving digital outreach. 
 
Kopczynski said he would like staff to reach out to Foress Sign and other local businesses so the Board 
has a ballpark amount to compare estimates against and because it could potentially help some local 
businesses. 
 
Catlin said that he is also concerned about cost; but some of the design elements address durability and 
long-term maintenance and he wants to preserve those things in whatever is built.   
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Hodney said he understands that the Board has questions about number of signs, the value of what is 
proposed, and whether this is an overengineered system of signs or whether the engineering is necessary 
to withstand the environment where they will be placed.  He believes that enough work has been done 
with the design consultant and that staff could vet the design with other professionals in considering how 
to repackage this for better value.  He is comfortable doing that internally, bringing in others as needed.  
At some point, the Board will be asked to answer the question of project cost.  Brief discussion followed, 
and there was general agreement to proceed as proposed. 
 
Staff Updates and Issues   
 
Hodney provided an update on items that have come before the Board: 

 The Albany Revitalization Agency (ARA) will be asked to adopt a resolution for the Storefront 
Revitalization Grant request from Daren Clowser, which the Board approved at the last meeting. 

 Staff is working with developer George Diamond on the Edgewater Village project and is 
currently waiting for documentation from Diamond. 

 George Matland has advised that he has secured additional bids for the Signs of Victory project.  
The next step is for staff to review those bids and finalize the documents.  

 
BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 
 
Allen noted that a prominent Parkwise sign downtown needs maintenance. Kinkley said that the ADA is 
responsible for maintenance of the Parkwise signs; however, the hope is that they will be replaced with 
the new wayfinding signage. 
 
Spence asked what will be done with the existing Victorian-style lanterns in the areas of the streetscape 
project. Coburn and Hodney said that the existing fixtures will be removed and stored for use as other 
opportunities arise. 
 
Kopczynski asked whether there had been any feedback about use of the Dave Clark Path after the 
lighting was installed last year.  Hodney said he would check with the Albany Police Department on that 
issue. 
 
Catlin requested that staff bring back an update on the code enforcement position that the Board 
previously agreed to fund for one year.   
 
In response to questions, Hodney said there is a communications plan in place about the downtown tree 
removal and streetscape activities, including news releases and information on the City’s website. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  Wednesday, April 19, 2017 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Catlin adjourned the meeting at 6:07 p.m. 
 
Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on File    Signature on File 
 
Teresa Nix     Ed Hodney 
Recorder     Interim Urban Renewal Director 


