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APPROVED:  June 21, 2017 

 

 

 CITY OF ALBANY 

Central Albany Revitalization Area Advisory Board 

City Hall Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 

 

MINUTES 

 

Advisory Board Members present: Rich Catlin, David Abarr, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Rich 

Kellum, Sharon Konopa, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, Mark 

Spence, Mike Sykes 

 

Advisory Board Members absent: Russ Allen (unexcused), James Dufour (unexcused), Mitch 

Langjahr (excused), Maura Wilson (excused) 

   

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Rich Catlin called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

March 15, 2017 

 

MOTION:  Ray Kopczynski moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Bessie Johnson seconded the 

motion, and it passed 10-0.  

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

Business from the Public 

 

None. 

 

Small Grant Request ($1,907) from Sherry Spear for Spearit Beads Store Awning, 401 First Avenue W 

 

Urban Renewal Officer Nathan Reid reviewed the application for a Small Grant to install an awning at 

401 First Avenue W.  The business owner/applicant states that current conditions without an awning have 

created a safety issue in front of the business due to rain and ice.  The property owner has given 

permission for the project.  Due to a lack of local companies that produce awnings, the applicant has 

brought forward one bid from a company that has been used by CARA applicants in the past. 

 

Terri Hess, representing Spearit Beads, added that the awning would enhance uniformity on First Avenue 

where most of the other businesses have awnings.  

 

Lise Grato, Executive Director of the Albany Downtown Association (ADA), said that the ADA supports 

the request.   

 

Carol Shenk said that she is a frequent customer at Spearit Beads, which is in a wonderful historic 

building with large windows in the front.  The windows make it very hot in the summer, and she would 

like to see an awning on the building for protection from summer heat as well as winter conditions.  

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to approve the request.  Mark Spence seconded the motion. 
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Dick Olsen asked whether the awning would match the neighboring awning.  Hess said the proposed 

awning is deep burgundy with black stripes which they believe will coordinate well with the black awning 

next door. 

 

The motion passed 10-0. 

 

Ad Hoc Loan Request ($47,432) from Lindsay and Karen Spurlin, 731 Broadalbin Street SW, Dawson 

House 

 

Reid reviewed the loan request, noting that the requested amount is now $42,666, a change from the 

amount in the application materials.  The 1910 house was purchased by Lindsay Spurlin in 2014 with the 

intent to open a Bed and Breakfast (B&B).  Spurlin and her mother, Karen Spurlin, have been working on 

the Dawson house for the past three years, putting $60,000 of their own money and another $38,000 of 

loans into the project.  The applicants state that without the requested loan, the renovation project will not 

be completed and the B&B will not open.  The application includes historic photos, an outline of the work 

done to date, and bids for the proposed project. 

 

Karen Spurlin said that her daughter would run the B&B and this is primarily her project.  She said that 

this has been a labor of love for her daughter, that this is an important house, and that they have received 

a lot of positive input for opening a B&B.  They hope to get the work completed in June and open in 

August in time for the 2017 eclipse. 

 

In response to questions from Sharon Konopa, Spurlin further described existing conditions and work 

done to date.  

 

Rich Kellum asked whether the proposed interest rate of 1.5 percent would cover the City’s current cost 

of money.  Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney said that information could be provided when this 

comes back to the Albany Revitalization Agency (ARA) for final approval. 

 

Spence said he is not recusing himself; but he lives two doors down from the subject house, he knows the 

house well, and he has written a letter advocating use of the property as a B&B.  He agreed that the 

interest rate should be at the rate the City currently pays. 

 

Olsen said he lives across from the site.  He provided anecdotal history about the house and said he is 

glad to see that it is being fixed up for use. 

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to approve the request at whatever interest rate the City is paying at the time 

of closing.  Kopczynski seconded the motion, and it passed 10-0. 

 

First-Year Report on Code Compliance Partnership Grant  

 

Hodney noted that CARA Advisory Board members were provided with a copy of the most recent Code 

Enforcement Team Semiannual Report to the City Council.  Copies of this report will be provided to the 

Board in the future. 

 

Code Compliance Officer Kris Schendel said that his position was developed to address code compliance 

issues within the City and that CARA agreed to fund half of the position for five years because much of 

the need falls within the urban renewal district.  Since he was named to the position last summer, he has 

worked to implement seven new or modified codes to better address ongoing problems, shortened 

response times to issues within the City for quicker resolution, worked with multiple City and State 

agencies to better living conditions in Albany, and conducted internal training to increase code 

compliance issues by officers.   
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Schendel reviewed each of the new and modified code provisions in detail.  New Code provisions were 

AMC 7.83 Derelict Structures, AMC 7.85 Chronic Nuisance, AMC 9.04 Maintenance of Property, and 

AMC 13.90 Private Property Impounds.  Modified provisions were made to AMC 7.08 Disorderly 

Conduct, AMC 7.84 Public Nuisances, and AMC 18.30 Property Maintenance.  He reviewed an instance 

where he worked with the Department of Human Services (DHS) on a complaint that involved a family of 

seven living in a fifth-wheel trailer with no running water and inhabitable conditions.  By explaining 

where resources could be found and helping the family through the process, they were able to make 

significant changes, the trailer is habitable, DHS is satisfied, and the children have a safer home.  Cross-

agency work with the Department of Corrections (DOC) has been useful in helping gain access to houses 

where there is a DOC client.  He has also worked with ODOT on the path underneath the Pacific 

Boulevard overpass and efforts are being made to separate the ODOT and City properties and label the 

City section.  A relationship with the Union Pacific Railroad has resulted in quicker responses in removal 

of trash and debris.  Schendel further reviewed internal training efforts to get officers to notice and share 

information with him about code violations.  He showed photos and described conditions officers have 

found including homes with no water service, bed bugs, black mold, trash, and debris.  He reviewed 

successful efforts to address code violations at the Signs of Victory building and at a house on Second 

Avenue that had a long history of police calls. 

 

Catlin said he was skeptical when the question came up of CARA funding part of this position because he 

didn’t see the direct benefit; however, he is now sold.  He said the position gives staff the power to get 

into properties and make corrections.  Even though this doesn’t directly affect assessed value, it does 

stabilize the population of the district which helps create interest in investing, upgrading, and repairing 

the properties. 

 

Kellum referred to landlord-tenant legislation currently being considered by the state legislature that is of 

concern to landlords; he doesn’t want to penalize landlords who are unable to evict a tenant.  Schendel 

said that he typically goes after tenants who are causing problems and that he tries to work cooperatively 

with landlords to rectify these situations.  

 

Report:  Proposed 2017-2018 ARA Budget 

 

Hodney reviewed the proposed FY 2017-2018 ARA Budget, which will be presented to the ARA Budget 

Committee on Thursday, April 27.  The proposed budget is slightly less in terms of expenditures than 

current year.  Significant changes include $7.5 million in IFA loan proceeds, which will come in next 

fiscal year.  The Central Services Charges line item is calculated using a proportion based on the 

expenditure budget.  Due to a calculation that erroneously included the $7.5 million loan proceeds in the 

expenditure budget, the CSC line item is $75,000 higher than it should be and the Finance Director is 

working on how to solve that problem prior to the budget going to the Budget Committee.  He 

encouraged Advisory Board members to contact him with any questions. 

 

Staff Updates and Issues   

 

Hodney provided the following updates: 

 Regarding the Signs of Victory building, all the documents have been signed and the City has 

negotiated a quick claim deed on the Seventh Avenue house in case things go wrong.  George 

Matland has indicated that they are on track to complete improvements at the new location by 

July 1.  Three parties have expressed interest in the Seventh Avenue house once it is vacated. 

 The Diamonds have secured bank loans for the Edgewater Village project, for both the 

infrastructure and the row of town homes.  Adoption of a resolution regarding the City’s share of 

street and infrastructure costs related to Edgewater Village Phase II will be considered by ARA 

this evening. 

 Regarding the wayfinding signs project, Councilor Kellum assisted staff in connecting with local 

fabricators; and staff is confident that the project can be approached in a way that gets local 

fabricators involved and gets the project done with a similar aesthetic as that proposed by the 
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design consultant but at a much better price.  Staff is working on the contracting/purchasing 

process and anticipates the signage being in place by the time the streetscape project is completed 

in September or October.  

 The Eagles have approached the City to see if there is interest in purchasing their downtown 

building.  This property has been included in CARA plans, and there has long been interest in 

acquiring the building.  This is for information only, and further details will be provided at a 

future meeting. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 

 

Konopa said that an ad hoc work group has been discussing options for moving the Main Street Church 

and potential funding options.  Recommendations are expected to come forward within the next couple of 

months. 

 

Kopczynski said that Professor Waverly Duck has contributed $100 to the Go Fund Me refurbishment 

fund for the Waverly Lake Duck.   

 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Hearing no further business, Chair Catlin adjourned the meeting at 6:34p.m. 

 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 

 

Signature on File    Signature on File 

 

Teresa Nix     Ed Hodney 

Recorder     Interim Urban Renewal Director 


