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APPROVED:  September 20, 2017 
 
 

 CITY OF ALBANY 
Central Albany Revitalization Area Advisory Board 

City Hall Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Wednesday, July 19, 2017 

 
MINUTES 

 
Advisory Board Members present: David Abarr, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Rich Kellum, Sharon 

Konopa, Mitch Langjahr, Dick Olsen, Mark Spence, Mike 
Sykes, Maura Wilson 

 
Advisory Board Members absent: Rich Catlin (excused), Russ Allen (excused), James Dufour 

(excused), Ray Kopczynski (excused) 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice Chair Mark Spence called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
June 21, 2017 
 
MOTION:  Rich Kellum moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Mike Sykes seconded the motion, 
and it passed 10-0.  
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
None. 
 
Storefront Grant request:  Tony Pope, Hasty Freez, 655 Lyon Street SE ($10,000) 
 
Urban Renewal Officer Nathan Reid reviewed the request for a Storefront Revitalization Grant for a 
project at the Hasty Freez building at 655 Lyon Street SE.  The project would include repair of the 
overhang and improvements to the lighting.  The total project cost is $21,445 and the amount requested is 
$10,000.  
 
Tony Pope, owner of the building and business, further reviewed the proposed project.  Because the 
existing overhang has been hit numerous times by vehicles, the plan is to raise it about six inches, install a 
bollard or similar protection, and move the lights up against the building.  He also plans to relocate the 
Hasty Freez sign to the side of the building that faces the Fire Department.  He wants to keep the 
nostalgic look, and he will not be removing the existing overhang.  The business has been open for 65 
years, his father purchased it in 1969, and he took over in 1989.  He plans to have the parking lot overlaid 
after sidewalk work in the area is completed. 
 
Kellum asked whether the overhang will continue to shield light from the surrounding area.  Pope said 
yes; the lights would be placed up in the soffit and cast light downward.  
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Maura Wilson said she understands that Hasty Freez is an Albany icon and she is glad that work will be 
done on the exterior because it needs sprucing up.  She noted that the Storefront Grant Program is 
intended for exterior work, but the project description includes a new storage cabinet.  Pope said that the 
storage cabinet will be located behind the building and that the countertops referenced are also located 
outside.  Reid added that a breakdown of the project is included in the application.    
 
Bill Coburn said he appreciates the clarification that the overhang will not be removed.  Dick Olsen 
agreed; he is glad that the overhang will be kept. 
 
MOTION:  Wilson moved to fund the project.  Coburn seconded the motion, and it passed 10-0. 
 
Small Grant request:  Sid Stevens (Little Wuesten Café), 115 Ellsworth SW ($1,281) 
 
Reid reviewed the request for Small Grant Program funding for the building at 115 Ellsworth SW, known 
as the Little Wuesten Café.  The project would update and replace the existing awning which has been 
destroyed over time.  Due to a lack of companies that produce awnings in the local area, only one bid was 
submitted for the project.  The total project cost is $2,562, and the amount requested is $1,281.     
 
Kellum said that he doesn’t begrudge this funding and will vote in favor of the request; but he has a 
continuing concern that this Board is funding things that are clearly maintenance.   
 
Bessie Johnson said that she is in favor of the project.  She said the building is seen by many drivers who 
pass by and thinks the requested amount is a small price to pay for upgrading the exterior.   
 
In response to questions from the Board, owner Sid Stevens provided additional information about the 
subject building which was built in 1924 by Russian refugees who later added the house on top in the 
1930s. There was brief discussion about the building history, existing conditions, and potential upgrades. 
 
Spence asked whether Stevens has insurance that would cover damage to the awning.  Stevens said that 
he has basic insurance, but he doesn’t know whether it would cover this expense.  Mitch Langjahr noted 
that there is typically a deductible amount with insurance.   
 
MOTION:  Coburn moved to approve the request.  Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 10-0. 
 
Staff updates and issues 
 
Parks & Recreation Director and Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney introduced City Manager 
Peter Troedsson to the Advisory Board. 
 
Hodney said that the Signs of Victory project is making good progress and that the applicants estimate 
that construction will be done by mid-August.  The Three Sheets project is also moving along well, and 
the applicants estimate they will open by September 1.   
 
Hodney referred to Kellum’s earlier concern related to funding maintenance projects.  He explained that 
the Small Grant request for an awning was brought forward because current policy allows for those types 
of projects and that the Advisory Board could direct that the policy question be brought back as a future 
agenda item if they would like to discuss it further. 
  
Hodney gave an update on the Wayfinding Signs project.  After meeting with Kellum and Foress Sign 
Company to discuss alternative approaches, it was determined that the design/build approach would result 
in substantial cost savings over the approach proposed by the consultant.  Staff is working to confirm 
recent changes in State purchasing law and flesh out the process by which the project will be bid and 
purchased.  He expects that signs will be built, delivered, and installed before completion of the 
streetscape project.  He noted that signs could be installed by City staff if necessary to meet the timeline. 
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Coburn said he is not in favor of a government entity doing work that the private sector can do.  He 
objects when a business pays taxes and then the government takes those dollars and does work that the 
business could do.  He said that any cost comparison should include all the City’s costs, not just labor. 
 
Kellum said he also supports having private industry do the work; but depending on how the project is 
broken out, more companies may be able to bid if the installation is a separate piece.   
 
Spence asked about the streetscape project schedule.  Hodney said that the contract allows until December 
to finish the project; but it is expected that most of the work on downtown streets except for Lyon and 
Ellsworth will be done by November.  ODOT will be doing street grinding and overlay on Lyon and 
Ellsworth Streets, and he doesn’t know the exact schedule for that work. 
 
Johnson said that considering how long the Advisory Board has been talking about wayfinding signs, she 
is very disappointed that signs won’t be installed before the Albany Historic Carousel opens.  Hodney 
noted that the sign project was delayed because pricing was so far above the budgeted amount that it was 
necessary to pull the project apart and start over; however, he believes that City staff could put signs in 
place that give direction to the Carousel.  He will follow up.      
 
BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 
 
In response to a request from Spence, Reid provided an update on projects that are likely to come before 
the Advisory Board. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  Wednesday, August 16, 2017 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Vice Chair Spence adjourned the meeting at 5:56 p.m. 
 
Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on File    Signature on File 
 
Teresa Nix     Ed Hodney 
Recorder     Parks & Recreation Director/ 

Interim Urban Renewal Director 


