
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 
SANTIAM ROOM 

Albany City Hall, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
 

Monday, February 13, 2017 
12:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER (12:00) Zimmer 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC (12:00) Zimmer 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (12:05) Zimmer 

• January 23, 2017 

FY 17-18 PUBLIC SERVICES GRANTS EVALUATION (12:10) Zimmer 

ADJOURN (1:00) 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:   

• February 20, 2017 (Regularly Scheduled) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The location of the meeting is accessible to the disabled. If you need special accommodations to attend 
or participate, please notify the Human Resources Department in advance by calling 541-917-7500. 









APPROVED:  draft 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, January 23, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Karen Cardosa, Tara Dixson, Chris Equinoa, Terry 
Knoll, Sharon Konopa, Dick Olsen, Joann Zimmer 

Commissioners Absent: Dan Sullivan (excused), Iris Carrasco (unexcused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I 

Others Present: Renee Smith, Family Tree Relief Nursery; Brigetta 
Olsen, Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services; 
Inc; Annie McDonald, Albany Partnership; Andrea 
Myhre, Jackson Street Youth Shelter; Keonali Hutley, 
Linn-Benton Housing Authority 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Equinoa moved to approve the December 19, 2016 minutes as stated.  Knoll seconded.  A vote was taken 
and the motion passed 7-0. 

FY 17-18 PUBLIC SERVICES GRANT EVALUATION 

No representatives from Albany Helping Hands or Signs of Victory were present to speak for either of the 
organizations. 

Andrea Myhre, representing the Jackson Street Youth Shelter (JSYS), gave an explanation of the goals 
and purposes for the shelter.  The shelter served about fifty youth last year and have exceeded past goals 
for CDBG grants.  Their main goal is to provide basic needs for homeless youth.  They strive to provide a 
safe place to sleep with meals and positive youth activities.  Staffing is 24/7.  The youth assisted at the 
shelter can receive after-care services when they leave for up to a year.  The average stay is two weeks. 
Since the beginning of November, thirty youth have been served, some referred by the Linn County 
Juvenile Department and some by family.  Half of them have some sort of mental health issue, but the 
shelter is currently unable to treat youth internally with active disorders.  These are referred to a partner 
farm home.  Although the shelter does currently provide counseling, mental health treatment is not a 
primary goal.  Those needing additional treatment are referred out to other more intensive mental health 
service providers.  Commissioner Dixson asked for clarification on counseling services.  Ms. Myhre 
stated that most are low income, homeless, and/or “couch-surfing” with family or friends.  The 
neighborhood that the shelter is located in is a CDBG target neighborhood.  The current cost to run the 
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facility is about $400,000.  A majority of this expense is staffing.  Although JSYS does not own the house 
that the shelter is run out of, there are plans to purchase and remodel it within the year to offer up to 
twelve beds.  Myhre opened the conversation up to questions and passed out a handout of the annual 
report.  Commissioner Equinoa asked how confident she was that JSYS could meet numbers that were 
presented.  She stated that she was extremely confident.  Most youth return to their family members, and 
almost 100 percent go to a safe place.  Commissioner Cardosa asked for clarification about JSYS working 
with the families.  Myhre replied that JSYS also provides respite care.  Equinoa inquired about the age 
breakdown of the youth assisted at the facility.  Myhre stated that they were currently a lot younger than 
in previous years.  Last year the average age was 10-12 years old, whereas in the past, they have typically 
been 14-16 years old.  The average age could possibly be younger due to foster care issues.  Olsen asked 
if there was an increase in the number of youth assisted from previous years.  Myhre confirmed there had 
been.  Cardosa asked if there was a common theme.  Myhre answered that there was usually some sort of 
dysfunction at home, and half have a mental health issue which could stem from drug and alcohol abuse 
in the home.  Commissioner Dixson asked about short term needs; if CDBG was not available, what 
would the plan be for funding.  Myhre stated that a higher percentage of private donations would be 
needed now that they have expanded into Linn County.  JSYS is currently up again for additional grants 
and funding from legislature.  The Youth Development Council also provides substantial funding.  If 
JSYS lost any funding, they would have to scale back on services that are offered. 

Renee Smith, a representative from Family Tree Relief Nursery, opened by explaining that the 
organization works with the youngest children in the community, from the last trimester until they enter 
school.  They work to provide family support services.  Last year, 30 percent of the families assisted were 
not Caucasian, and Family Tree does primarily serve families of color in their native language.  The 
proposal would be an expansion of toddler families.  Children can currently come two times to the center. 
Support, lunch and snack, and transportation are provided.  The interventionist speaks Spanish and uses 
strategies that would align with the family.  There are visits to the family in their home to find out what 
caused the instability.  Currently 21 percent of the families served are Hispanic and 90 percent of those 
are children.  Even though the children are U.S. citizens, their caregivers may not be.  Those children are 
twice as likely to live in poverty.  The expansion would meet the unique needs of those Latino kids. 
Headstart provides support at age three, but there are not a lot of services offered for two year olds. 
Family Tree anticipates serving ten families and around 30 individuals.  Due to the larger number of 
children in a typical Hispanic family, this could be closer to 50 individuals.  The organization’s goal is to 
have 90 percent of the kids served live safely with their families.  Last year, 99 percent stayed at home, 
safe with their families.  Family Tree works with the families to provide shelter, access to healthcare, and 
adequate food and would like to offer additional services for groups of families they currently are not able 
to serve.  Knoll asked if there was any follow up after program exit.  Smith replied that there was 
anecdotal follow up.  Right now, the systems are not linked, but they often see the older kids that were 
previously with Family Tree when they are helping their younger siblings.  A major goal is to have 
children enter Kindergarten being able to function normally with teachers and other kids.  Equinoa asked 
how much of the work dealt with social and emotional issues.  Smith answered that all of it did due to the 
poverty level of the families.  Family Tree strives to provide stability for kids.  

FY 15-16 HOUSING REHABILITATION FUNDS 

Catlin provided a brief overview of why there is unspent housing rehabilitation funds from FY 15-16 
allocations that the CDC agreed should continue to be used for housing rehab.  Staff researched multi-
family and single-family rehabilitation needs.  Albany Partnership owns long-term affordable housing 
units and has rehab needs at one property (ParkRose); there are currently 32 Albany applicants on the 
waiting list for the weatherization/rehab grant program with CSC - eight of the applicants have been 
income verified, and 24 more are interested.  The ParkRose units built in 1998 need new roofs due to 
water damage for seven buildings.  This property is not able to build up money for repairs.  The repair 
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costs average out to be about $7,000 per unit, about $50k total and would be a one-time need, with  
40-year roofs. This project would help the City achieve multi-family rehabilitation performance measures 
identified in the Consolidated Plan.  

Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services (WNHS) staff has offered to provide single-family 
rehabilitation services to address Albany needs.  Catlin explained that they run a revolving loan program, 
with loans averaging $30,000.  Brigetta Olsen, representing WNHS, stated that they are able to offer 
assistance for houses needing rehabilitation. They would be able to help spend CDBG funds if needed. 
She also stated her organization would get together with Community Services Consortium (CSC) to 
figure out partnering.  Zimmer inquired if Willamette could use only $17,300.  Olsen stated they probably 
could not due to housing quality standards; they are more interested in doing comprehensive repairs.  

Konopa asked if the balance of 15-16 rehab funds could be used at ParkRose to improve heating 
efficiency in the units since all of the units have cadet units or other repairs.  Cardosa inquired about who 
decides what gets fixed.  Catlin answered that the housing rehabilitation inspector identifies issues 
needing to be addressed.  Discussion followed.  

MOTION:  Knoll moved to allocate the FY 15-16 funds of $67,300 to the Albany Partnership for the 
ParkRose repairs.  Cardosa seconded.  A vote was taken.  The motion passed 6-0.  Konopa abstained due 
to board membership for Albany Partnership.  

FY 17-18 HOME BUYER PROGRAMS 

Catlin provided a brief overview of proposals for home buyer programs as requested by the CDC. 
Currently there are two proposals, Linn-Benton Housing Authority (LBHA) and Willamette 
Neighborhood Housing Services (WNHS).  LBHA proposes $10,000 in CDBG funds in order to provide 
home buyers small grants to supplement the client savings through the (Valley Individual Savings 
Account) VIDA savings program.  WNHS is asking for $50,000 help five Albany households become 
home owners through their Extra Step Loan Program.  With WNHS’s program, money is paid back to 
provide for revolving loan funds.  These programs move people out of Section 8 housing.  Catlin pointed 
out that if the Commission made a decision at this meeting, it would eliminate the Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for these programs.  Konopa asked Olsen if the repaid loans would only be offered for Albany 
residents.  Ms. Olsen stated they could structure it that way.  Keonali Hutley, representing Linn-Benton 
Housing Authority, stated that they were currently unable to offer a loan program, but they do offer the 
capacity to address contractual requirements as a HUD agency.  They assess the ability to be able to 
purchase a home and remove barriers from being able to purchase a home so that participants can qualify 
to purchase within Albany.  

MOTION: Equinoa moved to set aside $60,000 as requested.  Cardosa Seconded.  A vote was taken. The 
motion passed 7-0. 

FY 17- 18 PUBLIC SERVICES GRANTS 

In regards to absent representatives for Albany Helping Hands and Signs of Victory, Konopa stated that 
Albany Helping Hands appointed a new director as of last week, John Leon.  Catlin confirmed meeting 
information was emailed out to both agencies, and the date was listed in the application packet.  Signs of 
Victory (SOV) was looking into expanding food services which would include delivery costs.  Konopa 
stated that long-term, chronic homelessness was one of Albany’s biggest issues.  People feel like the City 
is not doing enough to help.  Citizens view Signs of Victory as a problem in their neighborhood and want 
them to move out.  The new place needs a kitchen and a sprinkler system.  SOV indicated they would be 
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submitted an RFP for the kitchen expansion. However, Catlin said they appear to need funds before 
July 1, 2017.  

The CDC agreed to invite the applicants to a second meeting to hear from them and to evaluate the public 
services grant proposals. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Catlin suggested meeting before February 20, as that agenda may be full reviewing RFP submittals.  She 
suggested meeting February 13 to finish review of the public services grants.  Zimmer stated that she 
would be out of town on February 20, but she could go to a meeting on February 13.  Catlin stated that 
she would ask the absent applicants to come to the February 13 meeting.  

February 13, 2017 

February 20, 2017 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:39 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

 
 
     
Edie O’Neil     Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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