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CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, February 20, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Karen Cardosa, Tara Dixson, Chris Equinoa, Terry Knoll, 
Sharon Konopa  

Commissioners Absent: Dan Sullivan (excused), Joann Zimmer (excused), Dick 
Olsen (unexcused), Iris Carasco (unexcused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I 

Others Present: Brigetta Olson, Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services 

CALL TO ORDER     

Dixson called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC   None 

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

Equinoa made a motion to elect Zimmer as chair and Dixson as Vice-Chair. Knoll seconded. A vote was 
taken and the motion passed 5-0.  

FY 17-18 REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services (WNHS):  Brigetta Olson, Deputy Director, gave an overview 
of services offered. She pointed out that the housing rehabilitation loan program had been operating for 
ten years, offering zero interest and payments until home is sold or refinanced. Kim O’Hare works as a 
licensed mortgage broker on staff and also serves as the Home Ownership Center Manager. WHNS also 
employs Liza Newcomb as a housing rehabilitation manager who is experienced in contracting and has 
recently has taken home inspection course. She has been in this position for over a year. WNHS would 
like to expand to Albany because they already serve most other cities in Linn County and feel that they 
can spend CDBG funds in a timely process. They would be able to assist four to five individuals with this 
grant. Their goal is to address housing rehabilitation in full rather than offering “band aid” fixes which 
results in $25,000 - $35,000 loan amounts. Other programs offered include foreclosure avoidance, pre-
purchase financial education, and down payment assistance. The housing rehabilitation loan program 
would fit with the other currently offered services. Cardosa asked why Albany was not originally 
included. Catlin stated Albany was receiving funds from a separate loan pool; CDBG funds came from 
the state. Cardosa also asked if down payment assistance was paid back.  Ms. Olson stated it was paid 
back at sale or refinance. Konopa asked if the rehabilitation dollars contributed could be set aside solely 
for Albany. Ms. Olson replied that they could. Konopa also asked if Albany could have different 
qualifying criteria than WNHS. Olson stated they could incorporate separate criteria for Albany loans. 
Discussion followed regarding the scope that the rehabilitation loans would cover. Ms. Olson clarified 
that WNHS determines the scope of the work, and the homeowner hires the contractor.  
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Community Services Consortium (CSC):  Catlin gave a presentation for weatherization and rehabilitation 
on behalf of CSC. The proposal is for essential repairs funding. Some homes are ineligible for 
weatherization assistance from CSC due to not meeting certain safety regulations. The essential repairs 
grant program would help maintain the quality of the housing stock in Albany, enhancing community 
development efforts. They are requesting $20,000. CSC leveraged funds and resources would be about 
$32,000 for a program total of $50,000 which would enable CSC to assist four Albany homes.  

FY 17-18 DRAFT ACTIVITIES AND BUDGET 

Catlin opened the discussion explaining the draft FY 17-18 budget includes funding requests, estimates 
for other allocations, and past year carryover amounts (see Agenda Attachment C). Equinoa asked for 
further explanation on Incubator expenses.  Catlin explained that it referred to a shared co-work space 
with services.  Microenterprises could potentially benefit through programs such as RAIN, (Regional 
Accelerator and Innovation Network).  Catlin clarified that in order to qualify for CDBG funds, 
51 percent of the users of the incubator space would need to be considered low income.  

Catlin referred to the handout on troubled properties and compliance cases as a reference for potential 
residential property acquisition. More money would need to be set aside in this category, and it would 
have to involve willing sellers.  Konopa suggested partnering with Linn County Mental Health, who has a 
source of funds available for acquisition.  Assessed values of properties listed on the handout range from 
$30,000 - $50,000.  Catlin suggested dropping the incubator fund to $15,000 and raising acquisitions to 
$40,000. 

Equinoa suggested reducing housing rehabilitation by $20,000 and putting this amount toward 
acquisition. Richardson pointed out that this has less certainty than the rehabilitation program. Equinoa 
asked if the program would be flexible enough to re-allocate funds later. Catlin stated it was not and 
would just carry over. Equinoa expressed support for reducing incubator funds to $15,000 and raising 
acquisitions to $40,000.  This would put the Land and Improvements category at a little over $40,000. 
Richardson asked Cardosa about the cost of acquisition.  Cardosa said it was less than $1,000 for title, 
escrow, and transfer.   The cost of site cleanup would cost more and would require partnership with other 
agencies.   

PROGRAM UPDATES 

• The 19th Avenue sidewalk project is under construction. 
• The City should receive the last permit for Sunrise Park soon, and staff hopes construction will be 

this summer.  The park may need additional funds.  To date, $65,000 has been spent for 
professional services contracts. Next month the FY 17-18 budget and plan will need to be finalized.  

UPCOMING MEETINGS           March 20, 2017 

ADJOURN 

Dixson adjourned the meeting at 1:18 p.m. 
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Edie O’Neil     Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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