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CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, March 20, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Karen Cardosa, Terry Knoll, Sharon Konopa, Joann 
Zimmer, Dick Olsen, Meagan Harsen  

Commissioners Absent: Chris Equinoa (excused), Dan Sullivan (excused), Iris 
Carasco (unexcused), Tara Dixson (unexcused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.   

The meeting opened with introductions with new Commissioner Meagan Harsen. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Knoll moved to approve the February 13, 2017, minutes as presented, and the February 20, 2017, minutes 
as adjusted.  Konopa seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 7-0.  

REVIEW DRAFT 2017-2018 ACTION PLAN 

Planner Anne Catlin explained that she received a memo from the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development indicating they would not know when 2017 funding allocations would be made, so action 
plans cannot be submitted at this time (to meet the typical May 15 deadline). She also heard that the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program is proposed to be cut in the federal budget. 
Consequently, Catlin said the City does not know how much funding it will receive for FY 17-18 and the 
April 26 Council public hearing on the plan could be postponed until funding is announced.  

Konopa suggested letting involved agencies know that the 2017 budget will not be released yet. Catlin 
already notified agencies of the situation and will keep them posted.  

Catlin explained the need to get public input on the 2017-2018 Action Plan, and community input will be 
needed to develop the next five-year plan.  

Knoll suggested getting public input on what priorities should be. Catlin suggested reaching out via 
community events and a survey, in addition to public meetings. Konopa preferred an agency survey to get 
input on community needs. Zimmer suggested inserts into utility bills for survey distribution and 
information about the CDBG program.  

Zimmer and Knoll suggested input on priorities in case funds get drastically cut or zeroed. Richardson 
asked who determined top priorities. Zimmer stated it may go off of data based on community needs. 
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Knoll stated that input was needed from the entire community. Catlin suggested consulting with other 
agencies facing similar circumstances to determine what resources may be available to address needs.  

Konopa suggested taking the draft plan to Council anyway and explaining that the Commission had to 
wait for final numbers. Catlin said that activity funding could be adjusted proportionately once the City’s 
allocation is known.  

Cardosa asked if agencies were invited to Council meetings. Catlin confirmed they were, but rarely came. 
Zimmer suggested bringing the draft action plan to a public hearing and if necessary, holding another for 
the final plan. Cardosa suggested asking the affected agencies to bring in people they have assisted in 
order to stress the importance of the funds. It was agreed that the hearing scheduled for City Council on 
April 26 would remain in place to present the draft 2017-2018 Action Plan.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

Catlin distributed the quarterly reports from agencies currently being assisted. (See handout).  

Catlin gave an update on the Sunrise Park project. The City has the final environmental permit. She met 
with Ed Hodney, Parks and Recreation Director, to talk about the project timeline. He said the landscape 
architect will outline design options for public input, which should be done by the end of March so that a 
neighborhood meeting can be held in April. The goal is to submit the land use application in May with 
hopes of going out to bid in June.  

Olsen noted that he prefer funds not go for City projects. Richardson agreed that with limited funds if 
there was a choice between sidewalks and services, the money should go to the services if possible. Catlin 
stated that public services funding is capped at 15 percent, but acquisition or rehab may be an alternate 
option.  Funds could possibly be taken from the Dave Clark Path project for priority needs if future 
funding is reduced. Richardson stated that once the City’s award is known, the Commission can make 
decisions about how to get the most value from limited funds. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS   TBD 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 12:57 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

 
Signature on file    Signature on file 
 
     
Edie O’Neil     Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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