
APPROVED:  September 18, 2017 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Willamette Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, August 14, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Karen Cardosa, Sharon Konopa, Joann Zimmer, Meagan 
Harsen, Chris Equinoa, Tara Dixson Dan Sullivan (Arrived 
12:15) 

Commissioners Absent: Dick Olsen (Excused), Terry Knoll (Excused), Iris, Carasco 
(unexcused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  

None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Equinoa moved to approve the June 19, 2017, minutes as presented.  Commissioner Harsen 
seconded.  A vote was taken. The motion passed 6-0.  (Commissioner Sullivan was not present to vote) 

SMALL BUSINESS GRANT APPLICATIONS 

DISCREET HEAT SOLUTIONS LLC 

Clifford Sizemore, Discreet Heat Solutions.  Mr. Sizemore explained that Discreet Heat Solutions specializes 
in bedbug extermination.  He stated that Michael Davis initially invested in the company and has since 
received all of his investments back.  Mr. Sizemore pointed out that his company is willing take payments and 
down payments for services in order to help low-income families.  He went on to say that he has basic 
equipment and a small trailer but is in need of additional equipment, specifically an enclosed heater in order 
to service hotels.  Catlin asked how many employees he intended to employ.  Mr. Sizemore stated that he 
planned for four employees including himself.  He went on to explain that currently, he is able to service a 
maximum of 4,000 square feet in a day but is unable to do larger scale work.  Konopa inquired about treating 
hotels in Albany.  Mr. Sizemore replied that he is currently unable to do so because of the lack of an enclosed 
heater.  He added that in order to maintain discretion, none of his equipment is badged.  Commissioner 
Dixson asked what he thought his biggest obstacle would be.  Mr. Sizemore stated that it would be learning 
the industry.  He went on to explain that the business will need to sell itself through affordable pricing and 
discretion.  Commissioner Cardosa asked if he was licensed and bonded.  Mr. Sizemore stated that he was not 
because he currently does not use chemicals but added that he is insured.  Konopa asked if he guarantees his 
work.  Mr. Sizemore stated that he guarantees his work for 30 days. There were no further questions. Mr. 
Sizemore left at 12:19. 

PLUCKED FLORAL ARTISTRY 

Erah McMullen and Scott Arundel, Plucked Floral Artistry.  Ms. McMullen opened by explaining her 
background in the floral industry, stating that she has 25 years of experience.  She went on to say that she has 
worked for florists locally during busy seasons and recognizes a gap in the industry.  She would like to offer 
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more contemporary options.  Ms. McMullen explained that she took a small business development course 
through Linn-Benton Community College where they helped her plot out figures.  Cardosa confirmed with 
her that the company is based out of her home.  Ms. McMullen stated that she hopes to build an event 
production company and will eventually need studio space, hopefully in the downtown area.  Cardosa asked if 
she had any pictures of her work.  Ms. McMullen showed one photo of an example.  Konopa confirmed with 
her that there would be no storefront.  Mr. Arundel added that they would like to keep overhead as low as 
possible.  Catlin asked if the business would employ both Ms. McMullen and Mr. Arundel.  They stated that 
Ms. McMullen would manage the floral arrangements, and Mr. Arundel would manage marketing for the 
business.  Commissioner Equinoa asked about Ms. McMullen’s employment at The Vue in Corvallis.  She 
replied that she currently works part time there assisting with floral arrangements for venues.  Catlin asked 
how they intended to market themselves.  Ms. McMullen stated that they would market through word-of-
mouth, trade shows and bridal shows, and an editorial photo shoot.  Ms. McMullen and Mr. Arundel left at 
12:29. 

AGENCY CONSULTATIONS  

ALBANY AREA HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

Jasmine Megowan, new executive director for Habitat for Humanity, gave an overview of the history of the 
agency, what they do, and present challenges (see handout).  She explained that the agency has enough land 
to build three more units with strong revenue to fund activities.  She went on to say that the challenge lies in 
the production level currently at a capacity of only one home per year and has had 50 individuals approach 
the agency for help.  She added that many homes need extensive repairs.  She said that the agency wants to 
increase number of homes built and is considering higher density models such as duplexes. They are also 
trying to work on new financing models, partnering with a third party to buy mortgages.  Habitat Oregon is 
looking at this for all areas.  She concluded by stating they are also looking to be more proactive in land 
purchase, increase the number of critical home repairs, partner locally, increase volunteers, and work with 
youth build.  

Dixson inquired how higher density building models would work with home ownership.  Megowan said it 
would be similar to condominiums, but a piece of land would be necessary for this type of building.  She 
added that she had met with the City for pre-application reviews for two properties intended to be used for 
multifamily dwelling.  

ALBANY PARTNERSHIP FOR HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (APHCD) 

Annie McDonald opened by stating that the agency is developing a one and five year plan. (See handout.)  
She explained that they work with people to meet the needs of housing.  The agency is committed to 
supportive services as a first step, which can be one-time or ongoing case management and is all voluntary.  
Ms. McDonald pointed out that over last couple years; they have been able to do significant upgrades and 
repairs to properties.  She added that CDBG money has been very helpful in contributing to new roofing, 
replacing siding and windows, and adding porches to cover back doors. She talked about various repairs and 
upgrades that have been done at multiple locations.  Ms. McDonald stated that the agency would like to 
continue to expand supportive services; they are currently partnered with Linn County Mental Health 
(LCMH), adding that this is an efficient model for both APHCD and LCMH.  Cardosa confirmed that there is 
no caretaker on site.  Catlin added that over the next five-year period, APHCD is looking to partner with 
LCMH to acquire more properties.  Zimmer asked if the partnership with Linn County was for a limited time.  
Ms. McDonald confirmed that it is permanent.  Zimmer suggested applying for continuum of care funding 
next year.  Konopa pointed out that it is more difficult to get funding for repairs.  Ms. Megowan agreed, 
stating they do not always know what they are getting into, and projects can become larger than anticipated, 
making it harder to find grants.  She added that they are not sure if Habitit for Humanity will be able to 
continue the repair program.   
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DISCUSSION 

PLUCKED FLORAL ARTISTRY  

Konopa suggested recommending that the applicants do additional research before approval.  Catlin added 
that microenterprises need equipment, and HUD is flexible in this aspect.  Dixson expressed concern about 
work history.  She also stated that she would like more examples and information on how this would satisfy a 
specific niche.  Konopa agreed.  Catlin pointed out that Ms. McMullen had a lot of experience with events 
and florists.  Zimmer stated that she would like to see additional samples of her work.  Konopa stated that she 
would like to know what personal investment was being contributed to the business.  Catlin stated that she 
would reach out to the applicants for more information and bring it back to the Commission next month.   

DISCREET HEAT SOLUTIONS LLC 

Equinoa expressed that he was impressed at how well Mr. Sizemore knew the business and how much he had 
put himself on the line to explain his business.  Dixson recommended the Commission approve the 
application but advise him that he needs assistance with accounting and finances.   

MOTION 

Commissioner Cardosa made a motion to approve the application for Discreet Heat Solutions for $8,000 as 
requested. Commissioner Sullivan Seconded. A vote was taken. The motion passed 7-0. 

PROPERTY ACQUISISTION DISCUSSION 

Catlin stated that there is $40,000 to acquire property for affordable housing.  She pointed out that Habitat for 
Humanity needs land to build houses and they are willing to accept land if the City can donate it.  

MOTION 

Commissioner Equinoa made a motion to let Habitat for Humanity take over land once the City acquires it. 
Commissioner Cardosa seconded. A vote was taken. The motion passed 7-0. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS    

September 18, 2017 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:44 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Edie O’Neil     Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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