
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 
CITY OF ALBANY 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 

SANTIAM ROOM 
Albany City Hall, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 

 
Monday, October 16, 2017 

12:00 p.m.  
   

AGENDA 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER                     (12:00) Zimmer 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC       (12:00) Zimmer  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES         (12:05) Zimmer 

• September 18, 2017 

AGENCY CONSULTATIONS /PRESENTATIONS     (12:10) Zimmer 

• Family Tree Relief Nursery 

• Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Linn County 

• Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services 

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON EQUITY MAPPING ANALYSIS    (12:45) Staff 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PLANNING      (1:00)  Staff 

PROGRAM UPDATES         (1:15) Staff 

ADJOURN           

NEXT MEETING:  November date TBD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The location of the meeting is accessible to the disabled. If you need special accommodations to attend 
or participate, please notify the Human Resources Department in advance by calling 541-917-7500. 

 

 



APPROVED:  draft 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, September 18, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Karen Cardosa, Sharon Konopa, Joann Zimmer, Meagan 
Harsen, Chris Equinoa, Tara Dixson; Daniel Sullivan, Terry 
Knoll, Dick Olsen 

Commissioners Absent:  

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Peter Troedsson, City Manager; Edie 
O’Neil, Administrative Assistant 

Others Present: Dina Eldridge, Community Consortium Services; Charlie 
Mitchell, Linn-Benton Community College; Ben Danly, 
Community Outreach, Inc.; Anne Green, Linn-Benton 
Community College 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  

None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Harsen moved to approve the August 14, 2017, minutes as presented.  Commissioner Equinoa 
seconded.  A vote was taken. The motion passed 9-0.   

AGENCY CONSULTATIONS  

Catlin introduced representatives from Community Consortium Services, Linn-Benton Community College, 
and Community Outreach, Inc.  

LINN-BENTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE (LBCC) 

Charlie Mitchell, Linn-Benton Community College, Small Business Development Center (SBDC).  Mr. Mitchell gave 
a brief explanation about what the SBDC does.  He talked about their mission to provide free and low-cost 
guidance to people in a low- to moderate-income level who want to start a business but pointed out that the 
services are targeted toward people who already have a business.  He stated that he felt the path to community 
productivity was employment.  He talked about “solopreneurs” where people contract with other individuals 
instead of large companies.  He said the SBDC promotes microenterprises, provides one-on-one business 
advising, and provides a suite of different training opportunities.   

Catlin explained that the City would be starting with a new five-year plan, and is looking at how to best 
utilize partners and funding, how to best look at metrics and performance, and how to serve people with jobs 
while still looking at program opportunities.  She stated that there was a benefit in continuing certain 
programs, making sure to serve people needing help and removing barriers.  Commissioner Equinoa asked 
how the City should promote the program with on-going businesses and how to get word out to the public 
that there is assistance available.  Mr. Mitchell replied that they had an advantage with their advanced 
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customer service software to track the people they serve as long as they stay engaged with them.  He said they 
serve about 30 low- to moderate-income people per year.  He explained that there is currently no scholarship 
program in place, just CDBG funding.  Konopa inquired about job availability, stating that employers do not 
have enough qualified applicants and that there seemed to be an overabundance of minimum wage jobs. Mr. 
Mitchell replied that this is where the advantage of small business ownership comes in.  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH, INC. (COI) 

Ben Danly, Director at Community Outreach, Inc.  Mr. Danly gave a brief explanation of what the 
organization does.  He explained that they run a homeless shelter for women and families, and the 
organization is clean and sober, but many clients are working on sobriety.  He stated that COI primarily 
focuses on transitional housing, not night-by-night situations.  He pointed out that a typical stay was six to 
eight months.  He explained that COI works on issues that cause homelessness, but the program is dependent 
on accountability.  He went on to say that COI has a limited number of emergency beds when the Center 
against Rape and Domestic Violence (CARDV) doesn’t have room.  He elaborated that COI also provides 
low- and no-cost medical and dental clinics, mental health services, drug and alcohol prevention, and other 
services.  He stated 508 unduplicated clients from Albany were served, but only two percent of their funding 
was provided from Linn County.  Catlin asked him if he had seen a decrease in the amount of people served 
in Albany.  Mr. Danly replied that they go up and down within a small number.  Catlin pointed out that the 
issue with CDBG funding is that public services are limited to 15 percent of about $55,000 per year.   

COMMUNITY SERVVICES CONSORTIUM (CSC) 

Dina Eldridge, Community Services Consortium.  Ms. Eldridge explained what CSC does and passed out a 
handout for reference.  She talked about the mission of CSC and which services are most effective to help 
people stay in their homes.  She stated that CSC supports smaller community partners.  She went on to say 
that since CSC received a bump in funding last year, they were able to hire two eligibility navigators to screen 
clients.  They were also able to partner with Jim Jansen to develop a Touch Tracking System to track housing 
clients’ data.  They also assess people at shelters and anyone who comes in that is homeless with a “needs” 
score value.  A score of nine to ten means people need more than just referrals; they need rapid re-housing 
services or permanent supportive services, and the average family score is ten.  Referring to Linn County 
statistics, she stated that CSC served 235 households within the housing program which included veteran 
families. They also partnered with C.H.A.N.C.E. to offer motel vouchers.  Ms Eldridge explained that CSC 
wants to expand the Touch Tracking system to partner agencies in the community.  She referred to statistics 
from Touch Track (see agenda packet) and talked about denials and reasons why they could not help people.  
She explained that most homeless people get overwhelmed competing with others for rental housing, and 
there is a lack of affordable rental housing.  CSC hopes to hire a housing advocate that can help residents find 
suitable rental housing.  Commissioner Equinoa asked if they are brought back into the system.  Ms. Eldridge 
confirmed that about half of those turned away come back once they find a place to live.  Equinoa suggested 
that they may want to show this in the numbers so it shows they eventually get help. 

2016 ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT (CAPER) 

Catlin gave progress made on Sunrise Park, stating that it was going to bid soon.  She commended the 
Commission on figuring out needs and addressing them, also pointing out that façade restoration was a 
program they do not need because CARA addresses it.  She talked about how to track people assisted, stating 
they were on-track to meet goals for public services.   

Catlin informed the Commission that there would be a public hearing at the next City Council meeting where 
she would be giving a report then submitting to the federal system.  Zimmer pointed out that Continuum of 
Care spends HUD money and referenced housing on page 11 (see agenda packet).  She gave an example of 
Albany Helping Hands requiring participation in their Life-Skills program.  Catlin explained that some 
questions in the plan referring to funding are not applicable to Albany.  Zimmer suggested asking how 
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Housing First applies at some point.  She stated that this may be a performance measurement to give funding 
to agencies.   

Catlin announced that Commissioner Iris Carrasco resigned.  She stated that someone would be appointed to 
replace her at the next Council meeting.   

Catlin announced that she was trying to line up as many agency consultations as possible for CDC meetings 
in the next two months.  She let the Commission know that they need to decide on a process on how to solicit 
applications for the first year of the five-year plan.   

Catlin pointed out that the November meeting date may need to be changed due to the holiday.  She stated 
that there may be an extra meeting in February.  Knoll said that they may need to look at having an extra 
meeting in January as well because of everyone applying for money.  

UPCOMING MEETINGS    

October 16, 2017 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by,      

 
 
 
 
Edie O’Neil     Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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