
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 
CITY OF ALBANY 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
WILLAMETTE ROOM 

Albany City Hall, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
 

Monday, November 13, 2017 
12:00 p.m.  

   
AGENDA 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER                     (12:00) Zimmer 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC       (12:00) Zimmer  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES         (12:05) Zimmer 

• October 16, 2017 

HOMELESS SHELTER PRESENTATIONS/HOMELESS NEEDS DISCUSSION (12:10) Zimmer 
• Jackson Street Youth Services 
• Albany Helping Hands Shelter 
• Signs of Victory Shelter 
• Community Outreach, Inc. 

OTHER AGENCY PRESENTATION 
• Department of Human Services  
• Linn County Mental Health Services 
• C.H.A.N.C.E. 
• Linn Benton Housing Authority 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PLANNING      (1:45) Staff 

PROGRAM UPDATES         (1:50) Staff 

ADJOURN          (2:00) 

NEXT MEETINGS:  December 4, 2017 and December 18, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The location of the meeting is accessible to the disabled. If you need special accommodations to attend 
or participate, please notify the Human Resources Department in advance by calling 541-917-7500. 

 

 



 

 

TO: Community Development Commission 

FROM: Anne Catlin, Planner III 
Bob Richardson, Planning Manager 

DATE: November 6, 2017, for the November 13, 2017, meeting 

SUBJECT: November 13, 2017, Meeting  

   
ACTION REQUESTED:  

The Community Development Commission (CDC) is requested to continue the citizen 
participation process and evaluate community needs for the next five years. 

DISCUSSION:  

The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program requires the City to consult with 
local agencies that provide housing, health, social, economic, or other community development 
services.  Agency consultations will help the City identify priority needs, goals, and activities that 
could be included in the City’s next five-year Consolidated Plan (2018-2022) and the 2018 
Action Plan.  Staff from up to eight agencies will present this month.  The first hour will be 
dedicated to hearing from local homeless shelter representatives, followed by a discussion of the 
priority needs to reduce homelessness over the next five years.  The second-hour representatives 
from local government agencies and C.H.A.N.C.E. will present information on their programs, 
services, and identified needs.  
 
Looking ahead, staff will present the University of Oregon’s equity mapping analysis findings on 
December 6, followed by a discussion to evaluate neighborhood improvements that could be 
considered in the next Consolidated Plan.  Staff is planning public input opportunities for 
residents and agencies. 
 
Please contact Anne Catlin if you have any questions or suggestions prior to the meeting, 
541-917-7560 or anne.catlin@cityofalbany.net. 

ALC:eo 

mailto:anne.catlin@cityofalbany.net


APPROVED:  draft 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, October 16, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Sharon Konopa, Meagan Harsen, Chris Equinoa, Tara Dixson;, 
Terry Knoll, Dick Olsen, Paula Matano 

Commissioners Absent: Karen Cardosa (excused), Joann Zimmer (excused), Daniel 
Sullivan (excused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Robert Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant 

Others Present: Julie Gilman, Executive Director, Court Appointed Special 
Advocates of Linn County; Jeane Noh, Development Director, 
Court Appointed Special Advocates Of Linn County; Brigetta 
Olson, Deputy Director, Willamette Neighborhood Housing 
Services; Renee Smith, Executive Director, Family Tree Relief 
Nursery 

CALL TO ORDER     

Dixson called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.  Dixson opened the meeting with introductions from Staff 
and Commissioners. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  

None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Knoll moved to approve the September 16, 2017, minutes as corrected.  Commissioner 
Matano seconded.  A vote was taken. The motion passed 7-0.   

AGENCY CONSULTATIONS  

FAMILY TREE RELIEF NURSERY (FTRN) 

Renee Smith, Executive Director. Smith explained that the agency focuses on child abuse and neglect 
prevention.  She gave some background information about FTRN pointing out that the majority of assisted 
families have issues with both housing and food security.  She explained that FTRN provides services 
through a therapeutic classroom and provide emotional development for school readiness for toddlers two 
days a week.  She stated that a teacher goes to the children’s homes once a month to see what the goals of the 
families are.  She went on to say that FTRN provides other services such as a supplemental food bank and 
assistance and help with resumes. Smith pointed out that the CDBG funding helps support the home visitation 
program.  Previously, FTRN used CDBG funding to pay for an infant specialist as they are most vulnerable, 
but now other funding helps sustain this position.  Smith noted that 40 percent of the families served are 
Hispanic, and affordable and safe housing is a huge issue since there are many barriers for families in 
poverty.  Looking into the future, the economic upturn does not help people in poverty, and she does not see 
this changing.  She said that FTRN will invest in prevention as much as they can and will continue to work 
with families to provide complete layered support with kids from FTRN’s program to Headstart.  She 
concluded by noting that FTRN serves 50 preschoolers in Albany in a school year.  Richardson asked if she 
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had any demographic information.  Smith replied that she did not have any data readily available but there is 
a wide range of age groups for parents.  She stated she would send demographics.  

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES OF LINN COUNTY (CASA) 

Julie Gilman, Executive Director, and Jeane Noh, Development Director. Gilman opened by giving the Commission 
some personal background.  She went on to explain that CASA’s goal is to serve 100 percent of the kids in 
foster care.  She stated that there are approximately 220 children in Linn County in foster care and CASA is 
only able to serve about 65 percent.  She said that they ask their volunteers to mentor a child for at least two 
years.  Gilman stated that CASA’s long-range goal is to find the best placement for a child to live 
permanently.  Short-term goals may be clothing or shoes. She explained training and support provided for 
volunteers and what they do.  Gilman pointed out that Linn County is currently on par to double the number 
of children entering foster care, but they were not sure why.  She stated that most of the funding they get 
comes from fundraisers and grants with a small amount of state funding.  

Noh stated that fundraisers are a primary source of funding.  She informed the Commission about their 
biggest event coming up, Casino Royale (see handout).  She stated that CASA currently has 93 kids in foster 
care waiting for an advocate, and they rely heavily on this fundraiser.  She added that there are currently 123 
children being served by CASA. Noh added that the CASA protocol is one staff volunteer coordinator for 
every 30 advocates with every advocate taking on one case, but because of the high need, sometimes they 
take two.  She explained that many kids are born addicted and are taken into foster care right away.  Equinoa 
asked if the increased influx into foster care may be due to an increase in population to which Noh was 
unsure.  Konopa asked if there was a way to provide a higher level of service.  Gilman explained that the 30:1 
ratio was a way to make sure standards are upheld.  Harsen asked if the children live with the advocate.  
Gilman explained that the children do not live with advocates, but usually meet with them at school or at the 
foster home.  

Richardson asked if the kids in foster care were on track for adoption.  Gilman confirmed that many were, 
adding that adoption rates in Linn County are fairly high.  Catlin asked how many volunteers CASA had.  
Gilman stated there are currently 79.  Catlin asked if funding was needed for staffing.  Gilman replied that 
they had recently hired a new advocate so volunteer capacity was up.  Knolls asked about volunteer training.  
Gilman replied that they have 35 hours of training with room to customize.  

WILLAMETTE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES (WNHS) 

Brigetta Olson, Deputy Director. Olson gave background on the organization.  She explained that they work 
quite a bit with community partnerships (see handout) and are a member of Oregon Housing Alliance. She 
talked about the shortage of affordable housing across Oregon, explaining that one in four renters are paying 
more than half of their income toward rent and gave statistics on wages versus living expenses.  Olson stated 
that WNHS offers homebuyer education.  She stated that WNHS owns 389 units in this area but has not 
developed in Albany yet due to the shortage of available land.  They would like to work with the City to 
develop new affordable housing.  She went on to say that WNHS has an affordable home repair program in 
Linn County to repair existing housing.  Konopa asked about the average home sale price in 2016 as stated in 
the handout.  Olson replied that it included all of Linn County.  Richardson stated that there is a desire to 
provide affordable housing in Albany and asked what the City needed to do to make that happen. Olson said 
what was needed was development of multi-family housing for low-income families, looking at 
neighborhoods needing more housing and at what neighborhoods need.  She explained that development sites 
needed to be assessed for proximity to resources such as grocery stores, parks, etc. Olson stated that CDBG 
money shows the community that the City is vested in assisting citizens.  Richardson stated that CDBG funds 
are limited and asked how the City could expand on this.  Olson suggested that if the City had land they could 
leverage it as a future resource.  Discussion about viable, affordable housing ensued.  
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UNIVERSITY OF OREGON EQUITY MAPPING ANALYSIS 

Catlin referred to the handout and stated that it would be discussed at the next meeting.  

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PLANNING 

Catlin stated she was in the process of updating a community survey.  She will probably use Survey Monkey 
and post it to the web and will print and distribute it in as many places as possible adding that the goal was to 
hear from residents as well as providers.  She stated she is looking for an open CDC meeting to hold focus 
groups to help assess the best way to address needs in the five-year plan. Catlin informed the Commission 
that they may need an additional meeting to get more community input, but they could also tack onto other 
community events if she was informed of the events.  

Catlin stated that the City needs to ask for requests for proposals soon so they are returned in January; then 
the Commission could choose to continue partnerships and programs rather than having them reapply.  She 
stated that they would identify specific partnerships to continue with in the November meeting and they 
would also go over Community Development projects to address in the five-year plan.  Konopa added that 
they need to look at the right type of housing for long-term benefits.  She suggested WNHS partnering with 
Albany Partnership where WNHS builds the homes and Albany Partnership owns them and handles the case 
management.   

Konopa stated that she toured homeless camps in Portland.  She stated that the Right to Dream camp needed a 
day use area instead of making people leave during the day and Kenton Village had 14 women that needed 
supportive services to move into self-sufficiency.   

Catlin reminded the Commission about the Homeless Summit on November 1.  She stated that shelter-
providers would be there.   

UPCOMING MEETINGS    

November 13, 2017.  Catlin pointed out that the third Monday of next month landed in the week of 
Thanksgiving, and November 13 worked better with presenters’ schedules.  The meeting may be in the 
Willamette Room.  

ADJOURN 

Dixson adjourned the meeting at 1:38 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 

 
 
 
Edie O’Neil     Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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