
 
 
 

HISTORIC PROPERTIES AD HOC WORK GROUP 
401 Main Street SE, Albany, Oregon 

Monday, March 6, 2017 
12:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Work Group Members present: Mayor Sharon Konopa; City Councilors Dick Olsen and Mike Sykes; CARA 

Advisory Board Members Rich Catlin and Mark Spence; Landmarks Advisory 
Board Members Kerry McQuillin, Larry Preston, and Bill Ryals; and Parks & 
Recreation Commission Members Russ Allen and Will Sheppy. 

 
Work Group Members absent: None. 
 
Staff present:  Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey; Parks & Recreation Director and 

Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney; Assistant City Manager/Chief 
Information Officer and Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas; 
and Planning Manager Bob Richardson. 

 
Others present: Hasso Herring, local blogger; Michael Campbell, owner of Pepper Tree Sausage 

House; Nolan Strietberger, local artist; Matthew Fitchett, owner of 3Lifestyle 
Homes; and Emma Eaton, owner of the historic Key Hole House. 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Konopa explained her motivation for wanting to form the work group and facilitated introductions of those 
present. 
 
Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey reviewed the costs associated with the purchase and ongoing 
maintenance and operation of the property.  The City purchased the church in 2000 with Transportation Funds as 
part of the Main Street roundabout project.  The church was initially leased to a small congregation, but it is now 
used for minimal storage by another lessee.  The City has minimal monthly maintenance costs that include 
insurance and natural gas charges.  The water and sewer services have been disconnected.  The average cost is 
$6,000 per year, but that includes major costs since 2012 from two separate events – a storm-flooding event and a 
freezing event that caused a water line break in the basement.  
 
Once it was determined that the property was not needed for the Main Street roundabout, the City Council’s 
direction was to start a Request for Proposals (RFP) process to dispose of the property.  The RFP identified a 
good fit for rehab and repurpose of the church in its current location by a local Christian ministry, but the 
purchase fell through.  The property has no funding-source strings attached, and the City Council can dispose of 
the property however they see fit. 
 
An architect’s estimate for an appropriate, historically accurate restoration including repair or replacement of all 
systems was approximately $300,000.  Known issues with the structure include no Americans with Disabilities 
(ADA) access, structure doesn’t meet current codes, City electrical inspector found issues with the electrical 
service, a structural engineer found that the main floor needs additional reinforcement in the basement, a pest and 
dry rot inspection revealed areas of dry rot, and the roof needs to be replaced as well.  The church was built in the 
1880s, initially with a square footprint.  Sometime in the 1920s, the building was split, a basement dug out, and 
then the middle was filled in with a newer add-on to the original structure.  The building has been modified quite 
a bit over the years.  The bell tower appears to be structurally sound; but the bell was taken down for safety, and it 

DATE APPROVED:  March 13, 2017 



Historic Properties Ad Hoc Work Group 
Page 2 
March 6, 2017 
 
 
is located at the City’s Operations building.  Parking limitations were identified as the primary issue with the 
current location.  A possible solution would be shared parking agreements with neighbors, but this would likely 
restrict the days of the week and times when the church could be used; there is very limited on-street parking in 
the area. 
 
Bailey also summarized preliminary estimates for relocating the church.  An estimate to move the church to City-
owned property on Water Avenue was received for $80,000, which includes the cost to move the structure plus 
traffic control measures and moving power lines.  Additional estimates to demo the Main Street location, fill in 
the basement, SDC fees, electrical, plumbing, reconstruction, new foundation, and relocation costs came to 
$330,000.  Bailey cautioned that moving and restoration estimates can vary widely based on the location and the 
desired end product.  The church has not been evaluated structurally to determine whether it would survive the 
move. 
 
Bailey noted that the building could be listed for sale without an RFP, but Konopa explained the Council’s 
hesitation to list it for sale without some stipulations for restoration outlined in the RFP process.  
 
Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer and Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas 
handed out a list of questions for the Work Group members to consider before the March 13, 2017, meeting.  The 
group took a tour of the basement.  Bailey explained that the basement has flooded at least three times since she 
became responsible for the building.  The City made some storm improvements, and the basement hasn’t flooded 
so far this year.  Water and sewer services are now disconnected, but the City had been paying a contractor a 
regular service fee to pump the sewer line each month.  The group toured various rooms in the rest of the church 
as well as the exterior of the building.   
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
Monday, March 13, 2017; 12:00 p.m.; Santiam Room, Albany City Hall 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by,  
 
Signature on File Signature on File 
 
Holly Roten Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant I Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer 
  and Interim Economic Development Director 
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