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DATE APPROVED:  April 24, 2017 

 

 

HISTORIC PROPERTIES AD HOC WORK GROUP 

Santiam Room, City Hall 

Monday, April 10, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

Work Group Members present: Mayor Sharon Konopa; City Councilors Dick Olsen and Mike Sykes; CARA 

Advisory Board Members Rich Catlin and Mark Spence; Landmarks Advisory 

Board Members Larry Preston and Kerry McQuillin (via video conference); and 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Russ Allen and Will Sheppy 

 

Work Group Members absent: Landmarks Advisory Board Member Bill Ryals (unexcused) 

 

Staff present:  Parks & Recreation Director and Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney; 

Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer and Interim Economic 

Development Director Jorge Salinas; Public Works Operations Director Chris 

Bailey; Planning Manager Bob Richardson; and Urban Renewal Officer Nathan 

Reid 

 

Others present: Matthew Fitchett, owner of 3Lifestyle Homes; Rebecca Bond, Historic 

Resources Coordinator for the Albany Visitors Association; and Hasso Hering, 

Blogger  

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 12:04 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

March 27, 2017 

 

MOTION:  Member Rich Catlin moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Member Mike Sykes seconded the 

motion, which passed 9-0. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

Work Group discussion regarding Main Street church 

 

Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer and Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas 

said there were seven potential locations presented at the last meeting, and the Work Group narrowed those down 

to three sites:  the City-owned property next to the Skate Park, Swanson Park, and the City-owned property next 

to Edgewater Village.  The Work Group requested that staff come back with potential uses and revenues, as well 

as restrictions if the church were to be relocated to Swanson Park.  Salinas added that there is an opportunity to 

apply for a grant to help with costs, and staff is working on a letter of intent to submit by the April 14, 2017, 

deadline. 

 

Parks & Recreation Director and Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney stated that revenue estimates are 

based on an anticipated 1,200 square feet of usable space if the outer historic portions of the church were to be 

moved and put back together again.  The space would be roughly half the size of the multipurpose room at the 

Senior Center or about half of the Swanson Park fitness space, which is roughly 2,200 to 2,300 square feet.  

Hodney explained that the reason for drawing comparisons with existing recreation facilities is for staff to 

imagine what the new space could be used for.  He said the revenue estimates are based on the City’s existing 
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practices and activities in those spaces, but it may not be a fair comparison to the church in its renovated state 

because it will be a unique facility.  He added that he might be underestimating potential revenues that could be 

achieved in the new space. 

 

Member Mark Spence asked whether parking spaces could be leased out for the Edgewater Village site, and 

whether that was part of the revenue projections.  Hodney said that revenue estimates were not site specific but 

were focused on the use of the building itself.  He stated if new parking were provided and it could generate 

revenue, such as with Edgewater Village, it makes sense to add that to the discussion.  If the site has opportunity 

for additional outdoor space, a shelter for example, that could potentially generate revenue as well.   

 

Member Will Sheppy asked if there are any proposed changes in the next five to ten years to either the Eleanor 

Hackleman or Swanson Parks that should be taken into consideration.  Hodney stated that for Swanson Park, they 

are not anticipating any new facilities being constructed.  Regarding Eleanor Hackleman Park and the Skate Park, 

while there has been some discussion about pickleball courts, the Parks Department doesn’t have any plans nor 

any funding for anything more than what is already there.  Discussion followed.  

 

Konopa clarified that the estimated rental income was only based on the 1,200 square feet of interior space; if the 

space were made larger with auxiliary buildings, there would be potential for more rental income.  Hodney 

confirmed that was correct.  Discussion followed.  Konopa asked whether there would be enough land to design a 

garden area, which Hodney said would definitely be possible.  Konopa also pointed out that there would be a cost 

savings by utilizing the on-street parking. 

 

Member Rich Catlin asked Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey how many of the amenities listed in 

Hodney’s staff report were anticipated in the rehab estimate previously provided.  Bailey stated that the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) improvements and HVAC upgrade were included, but none of the 

outdoor improvements or building furnishings were.  She noted that additional improvements not on Hodney’s 

list, such as lighting and flooring, would still be required. 

 

Member Larry Preston commented that there is an advantage to the Skate Park site in that it has a park across the 

street already, and the group should think of using both areas for larger community events.  Hodney agreed that 

the site across from Eleanor Hackleman Park would be more viable. 

 

Hodney explained that Swanson Park is partly funded by federal grants for both acquisition and physical 

improvements.  If the City is going to make significant changes to the outdoor recreation purpose of the site, 

which would include placing a building on the property, there is a perpetual requirement to go through a 

Conversion of Use process.  The process is extremely complex and an expensive proposition; it also takes a long 

time.  He said that it would take at least a year to get through the process and secure the signature and approval of 

the Secretary of Interior.  He added that the more of these conversion of use processes the City goes through, the 

more red flags are thrown up to the granting agencies that the City might not be able to live long-term with the 

commitments being made to secure a grant.  He stated that for those reasons, he would strongly recommend 

against Swanson Park or any other federal grant-funded locations.  Discussion followed. 

 

Konopa asked the group if they had any thoughts before taking Swanson Park off the list.  Member Dick Olsen 

said he still thinks that it is the best place, and it’s too bad it’s so complicated.  Hodney wanted the group to know 

that if they still wanted to pursue Swanson Park, they could; he just wants to make sure they know about all of the 

complexities to make that happen.  Discussion followed.  

 

MOTION:  Sheppy moved to take Swanson Park off the list of potential relocation sites for the church.  Preston 

seconded the motion, which passed 9-0. 

 

Hodney stated the City has invested heavily in the Edgewater Village development as a housing neighborhood; 

and putting this use adjacent to the homes, from an economics standpoint, may subtract from what the City is 

trying to achieve with that development.  He stated that it is just his personal opinion, but he doesn’t think the 

church is the best fit for that location.   
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Catlin mentioned that by moving the church to the northwest corner of Hill Street and Water Avenue in the 

Edgewater Village development, it could be used as a community center, which would fulfill a previous urban 

design recommendation to anchor that end of Water Avenue.  Catlin asked Planning Manager Bob Richardson 

about the long-term vision for the riverfront.  Richardson said one of the ideas he’s seen is an activity center in 

that general area that could serve as a link from the north portion of the riverfront to the center, and then to the 

south where the Historic Carousel & Museum is located.  He stated that for long-term vision, it would be good to 

think about having some sort of activity generator there, possibly the church, possibly a retail commercial 

building. 

 

Konopa stated there has been some mention of needing an arts center in the community, and the Edgewater 

Village location might be a good place for that.  She asked Rebecca Bond, Historic Resources Coordinator for the 

Albany Visitors Association, to provide her thoughts on the Skate Park and Edgewater Village locations.  Bond 

questioned the impact on the neighbors, how they might contribute to the success of each location, and talked 

about parking issues near the Edgewater Village site.  She said Calapooia Brewery is a very successful 

commercial building next to Edgewater Village, and they would surely support having partners to encourage more 

business in the area.  She stated Albany historically is a river town, so it would be nice to have that connection 

there.  Discussion followed.   

 

Spence stated these aren’t ideal choices; this is a 100-year-old building, and he doesn’t envision the church at 

either location.  He voiced concerns that the Skate Park site would make the church a target for vandalism.  He 

also questioned how many people could actually fit in the historic sections of the church once the amenities are 

added.  Discussion followed.   

 

Sheppy said the only real needs Albany has are a space for more classes and programs and a place for weddings 

and other gatherings.  In consideration of those needs, he thinks Eleanor Hackleman Park is the best location.  He 

said he understands the concerns about crime at the Skate Park; but if there’s more traffic to the area, there will be 

less crime.  Member Kerry McQuillin said she agreed with Sheppy.  Parks & Recreation Commission Member 

Russ Allen said he also feels the site next to the Skate Park is the most viable.  

 

Konopa requested that staff bring back figures and layouts for development of the two remaining sites.  Hodney 

said he could come up with some concept drawings of what it would look like on the ground.  Discussion 

followed.  The Work Group did not wish to eliminate the Edgewater Village site as an option yet but asked 

Hodney to first focus on concepts for the site next to the Skate Park. 

 

The Work Group discussed whether to issue another Request for Proposals for the church.  The Work Group 

decided they were not interested in going through that process again. 

 

Post Office property history and current value 

 

Konopa explained that she heard for many years that the Post Office was good for bringing traffic downtown, that 

many people wouldn’t otherwise come downtown.  She is now hearing that the Post Office needs to be relocated 

and that it doesn’t fit in with the Historic District.  She added that after the Carousel is open, there will be a need 

for more parking spaces.  The patrons of the Post Office are also likely to complain about problems with parking 

and traffic at the current location.  She would like the Work Group to consider other locations for the Post Office; 

and if they can come up with some alternatives, then the City could approach the Post Office about relocation and 

present them with those options as well as what could be done to assist in the move.   

 

Evaluate renovation and relocation possibilities for the Post Office 

 

Sykes proposed the old Safeway building on Pacific Boulevard for relocation.  He noted there is plenty of 

parking, a large open space internally, the building already has loading docks for deliveries, it is easier to get in 

and out of, and they could move it to that location in a very short period of time.  Konopa said the owners of that 

building are very open to having the Post Office moved there.  Sykes said the Post Office prefers long-term 
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leases, usually 30 to 50 years, over owning property; so any improvements would need to be covered by the lease 

payments.  Discussion followed. 

 

Sheppy agreed with Sykes about the Safeway location.  Discussion followed.  Konopa said the old Albertsons 

store, or some other location on the east side of town, had also been suggested to her.  Sykes noted that the old 

Albertsons doesn’t have enough secure storage for Post Office vehicles, and the parking lot behind the building 

floods in the winter. 

 

Konopa mentioned the former Mark Thomas Motors site on Pacific Boulevard.  Sheppy said the traffic there is 

problematic.  Konopa agreed, adding that the lot may be needed for future expansion of the Train Station parking 

lot anyway.  Discussion followed.  Konopa asked whether the Disaster Restorations building would be large 

enough.  Sykes said the traffic issues also come into play with that location, and it would require a lot of 

remodeling.  Discussion followed.     

 

Konopa asked Salinas for the information on the Real Market Value (RMV) listed by the Linn County Assessor’s 

Office.  Salinas said the land is valued at $727,000 and the improvements are about $400,000, so the total RMV is 

currently $1.1 million.  Konopa noted that if the Post Office were asked to relocate, they’d probably want the 

RMV value for the property.  Discussion followed.   

 

Sykes mentioned that using the current Post Office location for a parking structure would eliminate a lot of 

problems for downtown.  Discussion followed.  

 

Sheppy suggested approaching the Post Office to explain the situation in hopes of working together before getting 

too far into this process.  Sykes agreed.   

 

Urban Renewal Officer Nathan Reid asked how much the rent would be at the old Safeway location, and Konopa 

said they didn’t know that yet.  Reid noted that the property taxes would almost double for the Post Office if they 

were to move to the Safeway building, increasing from $11,000 to $22,000 per year.  Konopa stated she 

understands the old Safeway is about 30,000 square feet, and the post office only needs about 10,000 square feet; 

so there may be some opportunity to divide the building and offset costs with another tenant.  Discussion 

followed.  

 

Konopa asked staff to develop a list of potential properties for relocating the Post Office.  She also asked the 

Work Group to think about potential sites and bring those ideas to the next meeting.   

 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

Monday, April 24, 2017; 12:00 p.m.; Santiam Room, Albany City Hall 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by,  

 

Signature on File Signature on File 

 

Heather Biglay Jorge Salinas 

Administrative Assistant I Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer 

  and Interim Economic Development Director 


