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HISTORIC PROPERTIES AD HOC WORK GROUP 

Santiam Room, City Hall 

Monday, April 24, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

Work Group Members present: Mayor Sharon Konopa; City Councilors Dick Olsen and Mike Sykes; CARA 

Advisory Board Members Rich Catlin and Mark Spence; Landmarks Advisory 

Board Members Larry Preston and Kerry McQuillin (joined via video conference 

at 12:40 p.m.); and Parks & Recreation Commission Members Russ Allen 

(arrived at 12:04 p.m.) and Will Sheppy 

 

Work Group Members absent: Bill Ryals (unexcused) 

 

Staff present:  Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer and Interim Economic 

Development Director Jorge Salinas; Parks & Recreation Director and Interim 

Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney; Public Works Operations Director Chris 

Bailey; Planning Manager Bob Richardson; and Urban Renewal Officer Nathan 

Reid 

 

Others present: Rebecca Bond, Historic Resources Coordinator for the Albany Visitors 

Association 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

April 10, 2017 

 

MOTION:  Member Mike Sykes moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Member Will Sheppy seconded the 

motion, which passed 7-0. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

Review design plans for Main Street church at Skate Park location 

 

Parks & Recreation Director and Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney provided two design options for 

layout of the Main Street church on the City-owned property next to the Skate Park and incorporating Eleanor 

Hackleman Park across the street (see agenda file).  He explained that the designs feature the original church 

structure along with an auxiliary building, new shade structure, courtyard space, green space, community garden 

area, and parking.  A staff communications station has also been included on the plans, which Hodney said could 

be used by Parks & Recreation Department staff or even as a report writing station for Albany Police Department 

employees as part of a community outreach effort. 

 

Committee Member Russ Allen arrived at 12:04 p.m. 

 

Hodney added that the plans include plenty of space for erecting event tents, which would further expand on 

opportunities for use.  He noted that although there have been discussions for expanding the pickleball courts at 

Eleanor Hackleman Park, his preference is to construct the tournament-level courts at Timber Linn Memorial 

Park.  The plans could be reworked as desired; they are simply to show what facilities the space could 

accommodate.   
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Konopa agreed that are many options for this site.  The plans illustrate that relocating the church to this site could 

work, if that’s what the Work Group would like to pursue.  She feels that although it would take some investment, 

the development of this site would really enhance that part of town and is part of the Central Albany 

Revitalization Area (CARA) vision.  Konopa said she would prefer to have Oregon State University (OSU) 

Master Gardeners design some sort of rose garden instead of a large parking lot, but those are all details that could 

be worked out through community involvement and feedback. 

 

Konopa asked the group whether they’d like to see more information related to the Edgewater Village location, or 

if they are content to move forward with the site next to the Skate Park.  Member Mark Spence said he feels the 

site next to the Skate Park would be the best option with the restrictions they face and costs for relocation to any 

other site.  Sheppy added that he would be confident in pursuing the site next to the Skate Park, and Member 

Larry Preston agreed that there are a lot of good arguments that can be made for the site.  Discussion followed. 

 

Member Russ Allen commented that there’s a cost associated with this recommendation, and the Council will 

have to make the decision whether to fund this project.  Member Mike Sykes agreed, saying that Council is going 

to get the argument that they shouldn’t be funding this project when the streets in town are falling apart.  Member 

Rich Catlin said he agreed with Allen’s comments about funding, noting that in addition to the rehabilitation and 

relocation costs that the Work Group has discussed, there would be an additional $100,000 to $200,000 for site 

development.  Catlin agreed that the site next to the Skate Park would be the best location.  Discussion followed.  

Allen asked whether the City could come to an agreement with the Habitat Restore for use of their parking spaces, 

which would save on construction costs.  Hodney said that is certainly something they can evaluate.  The plans 

presented at this meeting are considered the most conservative approach to show that the City-owned parcel could 

accommodate all portions of the project including required parking. 

 

MOTION:  Catlin moved to recommend to Council relocating the Main Street church to the City-owned parcel 

next to the Skate Park.  Spence seconded the motion, which passed 8-0. 

 

Historic Preservation Grant process update 

 

Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer and Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas 

explained that City staff submitted a letter of intent on April 14, 2017, for a Historic Preservation Grant.  The City 

has since received a letter of denial for the grant because the Main Street church is not part of the National 

Historic Registry for historic buildings.  It is only registered in Oregon, not nationally.   

 

Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey elaborated, saying there was a grad student working for over a 

year to go through the process to have the church listed on the historic registry.  At that time, staff began 

discussions about the pros and cons of going that route.  The church already has limitations and restrictions placed 

on it because it’s on the City’s historic inventory; adding it to the national inventory wouldn’t add many 

restrictions, but it might open the door for some funding.  Spence noted it would likely take more than a year to 

get through the process of adding the church to the National Historic Registry.  Once it’s on the national registry, 

they could receive push back about relocating the church.  Planning Manager Bob Richardson said the case would 

have to be made that the location is not significant to the history of the church, that the structure is what’s historic.  

He added that ultimately, it would be a Landmarks Advisory Commission decision whether the structure could be 

moved. 

 

Review potential locations for Post Office relocation 

  

Salinas provided a map of potential sites for relocation of the Post Office (see agenda file).  He explained that 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Analyst Dave Jacobus used the GIS system to identify all parcels in the 

city that are within a commercial zone and are either the same square footage or larger than the current Post 

Office site.  Certain sites were then eliminated where it was obvious that the location was not suitable.  

Additionally, properties on the outskirts of town would probably not be ideal.   
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Konopa noted that traffic is already an issue going over the bridges to and from North Albany.  She suggested that 

North Albany be eliminated altogether to which there was general agreement.  Catlin said he keeps deferring back 

to the former Safeway building as ideal because it is at a controlled intersection, close to the freeway, and has 

ample parking.  He said another consideration is how far the drivers would have to go for deliveries; the sites on 

the outskirts of town are probably too far from the carrier routes.  He said a possibility might be the site that is 

currently a gravel lot across from Home Depot, next to the Phoenix Inn.  Konopa noted that she’d hoped to see a 

hotel built on that parcel someday because of the proximity to I5. 

 

Konopa suggested a parcel off Hill Street and Seventh Avenue, behind what is currently Burn Smoke Shop.  It is 

not on the map that Salinas provided, but she believes it has been for sale for some time.  The site is also in the 

CARA district.  Catlin noted that parking may be a concern for this location.  The Work Group looked at several 

parcels that, when combined, could accommodate the Post Office at the corner of Madison Street and Pacific 

Boulevard.    

 

Spence said he would like to reiterate Sykes’ point from the previous meeting that the City needs to approach the 

Post Office in a collaborative way.  Spence said he noticed last week that a semitruck was having an extremely 

difficult time getting out of the Post Office lot even with no traffic. 

 

Member Kerry McQuillin joined the meeting at 12:40 p.m. via teleconference. 

 

The Work Group discussed the parcel on Pacific Boulevard next to the off-ramp that heads to the Police Station 

on Jackson Street SE.  Sheppy said the site would be one of his top five locations.  Spence pointed out that the 

Oregon Department of Transportation rejected the idea of the City constructing a new fire station in that location 

because of traffic concerns, and the Post Office would have much more traffic coming and going than a fire 

station.  Discussion followed. 

 

McQuillin said she feels the former Safeway site would work fine for the Post Office; however, she’s still hopeful 

that the site will allow for some sort of grocery shopping solution for the residents in Downtown and West 

Albany.  She wants to make sure the Work Group is being thoughtful of the long-term needs for grocery services 

in those areas. 

 

Konopa asked whether the Work Group wanted to start with approaching the property owners of the potential 

sites that had been identified so far:  the former Safeway building; the property at Seventh Avenue and Hill Street; 

the property at Madison Street and Pacific Boulevard; and the Pacific Boulevard off-ramp headed toward the 

Police Station.  Sykes said he wanted to know when the Post Office was going to be approached and involved in 

this process.  Konopa said a list of viable options should be firmed up before approaching the Post Office. 

 

Konopa added that she would report back to the City Council and ask for their thoughts on whether to move 

forward with the Main Street church relocation. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

Monday, May 8, 2017; 12:00 p.m.; Santiam Room, Albany City Hall 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by,  

 

Signature on File Signature on File 

 

Holly Roten Jorge Salinas 

Administrative Assistant I Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer 

  and Interim Economic Development Director 


