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HISTORIC PROPERTIES AD HOC WORK GROUP 

City Hall, Santiam Room 

Monday, June 12, 2017 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Work Group Members present: Mayor Sharon Konopa; City Councilor Dick Olsen; CARA Advisory 

Board Members Rich Catlin and Mark Spence; Landmarks Advisory 

Board Members Larry Preston and Bill Ryals; and Parks & Recreation 

Commission Member Russ Allen 

 

Work Group Members absent: City Councilor Mike Sykes (unexcused); Landmarks Advisory Board 

Member Kerry McQuillin (excused); and Parks & Recreation 

Commission Member Will Sheppy (excused) 
 

Staff present: Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer and Interim Economic 

Development Director Jorge Salinas; Parks & Recreation Director and 

Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney; Public Works Operations 

Director Chris Bailey; Planning Manager Bob Richardson; and Urban 

Renewal Officer Nathan Reid 

 

Others present: Gary Brown, Commercial Real Estate Solutions; Lise Grato, Albany 

Downtown Association; and Hasso Hering 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

April 24, 2017 

 

Konopa requested a correction - Page 2, the third paragraph, the fourth line should begin Rich Catlin (not 

Russ). 

 

MOTION:  Member Russ Allen moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Member Bill Ryals seconded the 

motion, and it passed 7-0. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

Structural engineering relocation quotes for Main Street church 

 

Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer and Interim Economic Development Director Jorge 

Salinas provided two proposals for moving the Main Street church to City-owned property next to the 

Skate Park, as previously discussed by the Work Group.  In an email, Oxbo Mega Transport Solutions 

said they are confident that the church can be moved with the bell tower intact and quoted a ballpark 

amount of $50,000-$60,000.  In a more formal proposal, Emmert International quoted $58,076 to lift, 

relocate, and set the church.  Neither company had concerns about the ability to move the house.  The 

quotes do not include cleanup of the existing site or foundation/prep at the new site.   
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Discussion followed regarding processes and costs to prepare the new site, move the church, and 

remediate the existing site to make it available for redevelopment.  In response to questions, Public Works 

Operations Director Chris Bailey said that the intent is to move the church in one piece and that she 

doesn’t anticipate a large expense to remediate the existing site. 

 

Member Larry Preston said he thinks the quotes are as good or better than expected.  Member Rich Catlin 

said that this is one more detail; but he thinks the motion stands to recommend relocating the church.  

Konopa noted that the proceeds from sale of the existing property could help offset the moving costs.   

 

Konopa asked whether the group was interested in recommending that a planning committee be formed to 

engage the community and come up with a vision and design for the area.  Preston said it would be 

preferable to present an entire vision for the new site to the public.  He added that weather protection of 

the moved structure is an important consideration.  Allen said that he would not want the church to be 

moved unless there is a plan in place.  Spence wondered about the timeframe and noted that it will be 

important to have the structure in place and weather protected before the rainy season.    

 

Ryals agreed that it is important to have a plan and do this in a way that is effective, efficient, and 

leverages outside funds.  For him, though, it is more than a building; it is an opportunity to say to the 

community that they are valued and that this is a place that reflects the community’s history and pride.  

He thinks that moving the building could be an exciting community event.   

  

Parks & Recreation Director and Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney said that if this is going to 

be a public building, it will likely be managed by the Parks & Recreation Department, and he offered to 

take the lead from a process standpoint.  The typical approach includes a strong technical or stakeholder 

group, and he will be sure to include anyone who wants to be involved.  He suggested that a stronger 

vision is needed before community meetings are held, and he said that staff could do some concept work 

so that people have a vision to react to.  He suggested that it might make sense to phase the project, with 

the initial phase to get the building moved and sealed, and that it may be easiest if public money was used 

for the first phase with the idea that additional work would be funded with private funds, grants, etc.   

 

Allen asked whether there is thought as to where the initial outlay of public funds would come from.  

Catlin said the nature of the motion was to recommend that the Skate Park is the best location if the long-

term vision is to preserve the church; he isn’t comfortable making a recommendation on resources 

without additional information.  Spence added that the City Council will decide on the funding.  Olsen 

said that he thinks a funding proposal would be favorably received by the CARA Advisory Board, noting 

that CARA’s objectives include historic preservation and removing blight.  Konopa agreed that CARA 

funds should be a piece of the funding puzzle.   

 

In response to a question from Spence regarding potential grant funds, Bailey said that a decision could be 

made to move the church with City or CARA funds and that sale of the existing property would most 

likely pay that back.  Once moved, the building could be placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places, which would open the door to grant opportunities for restoration work.   

 

Konopa asked if there was agreement to ask Hodney and staff to establish a focus group and come up 

with a vision plan and funding package.  There was general agreement.  Konopa will let Council know 

what is being recommended. 
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Proposals for Post Office potential relocation sites 

 

Salinas provided information about the former Safeway site as a potential relocation site for the Post 

Office.  The structure is 30,000 sq. ft. and sits on a 3.5-acre site.  As it stands, the owner is asking 

$10,000 per month.  There might be scenario where the owner would consider investing up to $2 million 

with a cap rate of 6 percent.  The owner is open to the potential of leasing part of the space.  

 

Gary Brown, Commercial Real Estate Solutions, provided information about a proposed relocation site at 

802 and 810 Seventh Avenue SE.  The site consists of two properties with two different ownerships, 

totaling 83,962 sq. ft.  Both owners are willing to enter into a long-term lease at a rate of $0.12 per sq. ft., 

or approximately $10,000 per month.   He said it should be possible to find an investor willing to build, 

although that is a harder sell on leased property vs. ownership property.    

 

Brown provided information about the current Post Office site, the proposed relocation site, other Oregon 

Post Office lease rates and contract terms, and potential building costs, as detailed in his written materials. 

He noted that a 20,000-sq. ft. building at $200 per sq. ft. comes to $4 million, and he suggested that there 

be a conversation with the Post Office about their needed footage given that many businesses are using 

drastically less footage as industries change.        

 

Ryals said this is an attractive location and would be wonderful with a nice building; he asked whether the 

owners are only interested in leasing.  Brown that the owner of the smaller lot would consider sale or 

lease; however, the owner of the larger lot is looking for an income stream for retirement and leasing his 

land provides that security for him and his family.  He added that many building sit on leased land in 

Albany and that he thinks a developer could be found to build on the site with a long-term lease. 

 

Spence said that he doesn’t like having the Post Office at its current location; but they own that building 

now, and it may be challenging to identify a proposal they will accept.  He asked what the vision is for the 

current Post Office site and whether that would make a lease/construction deal worthwhile.  Ryals said he 

doesn’t know the final answer; but he does believe that the current Post Office site is key to development 

downtown.  Hodney agreed that this is a key site that could include attractive economic development 

activity.   

 

Konopa asked staff to talk about the study done by University of Oregon students as part of the 

Sustainable Cities program.  Planning Manager Bob Richardson said that the students were asked to 

reimagine what certain sites could be like using different downtown themes.  For the Post Office site, they 

worked with the theme “play” and they came up with ideas for a performing art center; but what was 

more interesting was how that could be built with open space and how it could interact with the adjacent 

park and the Carousel, regardless of what is happening inside the building.  

 

Konopa said this group’s task was to see whether there are a couple of options that could be presented to 

the Post Office for consideration.  The Post Office hasn’t been approached by the City because there 

hasn’t been anything solid to present.  She thinks the Post Office is comfortable with where they are right 

now; but once the Carousel is fully running, they may have access concerns.  Brief discussion followed 

regarding the two sites under consideration, as well as other potential sites. 

 

Catlin said that the Portland Development Commission recently went through a Post Office relocation 

process and that they may be able to share contacts and insight into initiating the process.  Following brief 

discussion, there was agreement to ask that staff contact the Portland Development Commission and bring 

back additional information.    
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NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

Monday, July 10, 2017 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Hearing no further business, adjourned at 1:14 p.m. 

  

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 

 

Signature on File    Signature on File 

 

Teresa Nix     Jorge Salinas 

Recorder     Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer 

      Interim Economic Development Director 


